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Anniversaries are a tricky thing, since not everything which has survived really deserves to
be celebrated. However, five years of publishing Gate magazine certainly deserves a toast
with a fine wine from Litoměřice. And to a further extent the same applies to the best
known trade fair for growers in the country, the famous Garden of Bohemia (Zahrada Čech
in Czech). This year its gates will open for the fortieth time, and trust me – there will be a lot
to see. You might think, well, there are lots of gates in the Ústí nad Labem region… and
you would be right. That is to say, Porta Bohemia is truly a gate to the garden of Bohemia –
a beautiful, fertile territory with a long and successful tradition of growing fruit, vegetables,
hops and vines. Moreover, this year the region of Litoměřice and the town of Litoměřice
itself commemorate the seven hundredth anniversary of the birth of Czech King Charles
IV. Not much later after that the king, at that time also the Holy Roman Emperor, donated
the hill of Radobýl to the wine-growers of Litoměřice which started an enormous boom
in wine-growing in the region. And so here comes my invitation: come to Litoměřice, get
to know this beautiful town and make it a starting point for your trips throughout the
region. It’s worth it. The Litoměřice diocese, the second oldest in the Czech lands, covers
the entire area of the Ústí region and abounds in remarkable church buildings and other
sacred monuments. However, you may also follow in the footsteps of Charles IV into
royal towns of the Lower Elbe river territory, discover the beauty of the reservoirs in
the Ore Mountains, wander along new as well as ancient tourist routes across Bohemian
Switzerland, conquer the Crown of the Czech Central Highlands, acquaint yourself with
mini breweries, cafés and regional products, set out on the route of wine, search for the
places where films have been shot, or you may just rove around the lovely scenery of the
Elbe valley, the foothills of the Doupov mountains, go on a cross country skiing trip to
the Ore Mountain ridges, watch the family life of falcons or succumb to the admirable
attractiveness of the mysterious chateau of Jezeří. This is just an abridged list of what is
waiting for you in the fifth issue of Gate magazine, which you just have opened. And now
imagine what a tiny fraction of the places of interest in the region can be crammed into
these pages. And so when you finish the last line, put on your boots and come to visit us.
We are looking forward to seeing you.
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The Author’s Invitation
For the fifth time I was wandering through the region of Ústí nad Labem, the charming Gate to Bohemia, and for the
fifth time I was surprised by the beauty and diversity of this northerly land. And I had the feeling that we had got used to
each other during those five years – you have got used to my reports on various trips, to my recommendations of what
you must go and see, of what will enrich you – and I have got used to your kind interest and wonderful curiosity. And
as I was roving around Jewish cemeteries and sacred buildings, along the Elbe river valley, around the Ohře river in the
footsteps of Charles IV, over the rocks, through forests, towns and chateaus, on trips to visit people and see animals,
down towards the Earth’s core as well as up towards hilltops, into cafés, breweries and farms, to water reservoirs and
along wine routes, through the landscape with Baroque and industrial structures, I became more and more certain that
the beauty and uniqueness of the Ústí nad Labem region is perhaps easier to present to those coming from afar than to
those who live in this land. And so this year I turn to you who have these charming places almost at your door – put on
your shoes and go on a trip. Be proud of your region and, most important of all, get to know it. Discovering its beauty is,
believe me, engrossing. And those of you who, while reading these pages, ask the of question where this region is on
the map, be sure: it is worth discovering that this region can be both kind and cruel, however it can bring experiences
that cannot be repeated. Well, since we have got to know each other quite well over those five years, I would be really
pleased if, having read the Gate and especially having made a trip to some of the places mentioned herein, you sit down
and write to me about some of your own experiences. It would give me great pleasure to hear from you.
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Following in the footsteps
of King Charles IV through
the Royal Towns
on the Ohře River
Seven hundred years ago Wenceslaus was born to the royal Czech couple John of Bohemia
and Elisabeth of Bohemia. However, he is known to us as Charles IV, the Father of
the homeland, by God’s grace the eleventh king of Bohemia, king of Germany, Lombardy
and Burgundy, Holy Roman Emperor. One of the great statesmen in world history
transformed the Czech kingdom into a political, economic and cultural centre for the Holy
Roman Empire. He was a patriot, a word almost unknown in his time. He took after his
mother in feeling an ancestral tie to this land, and throughout his life he proudly professed
his bond to Bohemia. His significance for our country is still widely appreciated.
And wherever one looks we can see clear and obvious traces of his legacy.
These are also very visible in three royal towns on the Elbe river.

CHARLES’ KADAŇ
The town of Kadaň underwent its greatest
period of development during Charles’ reign.
The king visited the town twice and these
events are still remembered by the town’s citizens as a great honour and year after year they
symbolically relive the arrival of the beloved
king during the grand celebration of Emperor’s
day. Charles IV visited Kadaň for the first time
on 29th May 1367, for the second time on 8th September 1374 – this time he was accompanied
by his son Wenceslaus, later to become a king,
the fourth one with this name. If we are to follow in Charles’ footsteps then we have to get
ready for quite a lot of walking. The fact is that
Kadaň still boasts a great many monuments
of Charles’ time and so we can easily imagine that we are members of
Charles’ entourage and walk through
the medieval town at a respectful distance behind the king. It is natural to
start at Kadaň castle. At the time of
Charles’ first arrival it had been standing for more than a hundred years.
At the castle gate the entourage was
welcomed with a deep bow by royal
Burgrave Albrecht of Kolowrat, pipes
were blaring, drums were roaring.
When you walk through the local exhibition, try to imagine what it was like
to spend a night within these walls in
the 14th century - although this may
be difficult for people today. Our journey will take us to the oldest part of
the town, to the Špitálské suburb and
the small Church of the Beheading
of John the Baptist where the king
would kneel down and pray. He might
have passed through the barbican of
Žatecká Gate too, at least during his
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monks to their monastery. Today, the inscription on the gate reads:
State district archive.
Going through Zwingers
we reach the narrowest lane in the country,
the famous Hangman’s
Lane (Katova ulička).
King Charles might have
squeezed through it too,
unless it was flooded
with water draining
from the square. We
may stop our pursuit at
the Saints Gate (Svatá
brána). This gate is also
called Mikulovická and
it is quite possible that it
was in its current place at the time that Charles
visited the town. From June this year – and this
is quite a novelty – we will even be able to have
a look inside the tower or climb to the top of it
and enjoy a proper view of the town.

second visit, since the towns fortifications were
built during his era in the second part of the 14th
century. Now we pass by the Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross. If we narrow our eyes,
perhaps we will be able to see the original
Gothic vault since the temple today is the result
of reconstruction, which is great, but it is now
completely in the Baroque style. Now we
are already at the square and we can see
the unique, almost 54 metre high, white
tower of the town hall, the same which
Charles could see, crowned with
a gallery with an octagonal roof built
on the very top and covered with
crockets, that is, Gothic ornaments.
Behind the square, Charles might
have been invited by Franciscan

THE TOWNS OF ŽATEC
AND LOUNY IN THE TIME
OF CHARLES
Ambling through both these pearls on the Elbe
river is very picturesque, one might even say
engrossing, however there are not many remnants of Charles’ time to be found here. Besides
many other privileges, Charles IV granted Žatec
a salt monopoly as well as the right to grow
hops, which, as is well known, has been the basis
of the town’s fame ever since. It is also known
that Charles bore the reputation of the local
hops in mind and forbade their export under
harsh penalties. Charles’ time can be traced particularly in Žatec, in the form of the marvellous
temple known as the Church of the assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven, which was
transformed, between 1340 and 1370, from
the Romanesque style into the Gothic style by
the famous building company of Peter Parler.

Lower Poohří

www.dolnipoohri.eu

Also, the town hall
with its tower, which
I heartily recommend
climbing, was built
under Charles’ reign,
the same is true about
the towns’ fortifications. Not far from
the square, in the direction of the Ohře
river, the memory of
the days of Charles
are brought back by
the small structure of
the Church of Saint
Wenceslaus,
which
has been here since
the 12th century. Today
we can still enjoy its
unusual post-and-beam Baroque appearance.
And what about the town of Louny? Now, this
is a case of bad luck. Although it is true that
Charles returned town privileges to the citizens
of Louny, which they had lost due to their somewhat careless actions of placing Louny among
so-called inalienable towns, it was as though
a curse had been cast on Louny by the sorcerer
of fire. Two huge conflagrations in the middle
of the 14th century made a sad impression even
on the king himself and so he let the town off
their payment of taxes for five years and even
suspended their payment, in instalments, of
debts. Shortly after that, Charles permitted
the town to collect a market fee for salt. However anything we could admire from Charles’
time was completely destroyed by a huge fire
on 25th March of 1517. Even the town church was
reduced to ashes. Only then the construction of
“new” Louny started, which we can thank for
the erection of one of the most beautiful sacred
buildings of the late Gothic period in the country, St. Nicholas’ Church, built by the building
company of Benedikt Rejt. The majority of
the other beautiful buildings in this town that
an architectural connoisseur should get to
know came into existence later.

TIP
You may be surprised, but a marvellous
Franciscan monastery, a must-see if you visit
Kadaň and a national cultural monument,
did not exist in the days of Charles IV. It was
founded almost a hundred years after his
death. This should not stop you from going
to see it. And pay a visit to the neighbouring
town of Klášterec nad Ohří, too, and go to see
the National Natural Monument of Ciboušov,
a deposit of jaspers and amethysts. Charles
IV liked them so much that he had the chapel
of Karlštejn castle and St. Wenceslas Chapel
in St. Vitus Cathedral decorated with them..

HOW TO GET THERE
This time it’s very simple – just follow
the Ohře river! From west to east, with
a distance of hardly thirty kilometres
in between, the royal towns are arranged
in the following order – Kadaň, Žatec, Louny.
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The gems
of Bohemian
Switzerland
When director Peter Jackson made the film The Lord of the Rings, the entire world
went crazy about New Zealand. It is said that absolutely everything we marvel at
in nature can be found there. If we move to the interior of Europe you will be surprised
that a miniature New Zealand is located in the north of Bohemia. This region is
beautiful and magical, and for more than two hundred and fifty years it has been
known as Bohemian Switzerland.
It is a landscape of strange shaped jagged rocks,
massive rocky walls wrinkled by the claws of
time, deep ravines, at the bottom of which
one will be caught off guard by cold alpine
climate, narrow and deep passes, carved into
the stone by water, colourful meadows covered
in flowers, bristly forested mountain ridges,
captivating examples of folk architecture and
innumerable inconspicuous, but still lovely
gems of sacred architecture, tens of rock and
alcove chapels, wayside shrines and handforged crosses, the landscape of silver threads
of streams and meandering rivers, the realm
of falcons, eagle owls, kingfishers and black
stalks, the land of lovely views, that will touch
your heart and leave an imprint in it forever. In
other words, he who does not know Bohemian
Switzerland commits a mortal sin upon himself
because he is depriving himself of something
unique and beautiful.

ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE
CARRIED LIKE KINGS
In order to get to know Bohemian Switzerland
you would have to live there or go there
at least a few times a year. However, most
people will only occasionally get there. And
these lines are meant just for such people.
Well then – what should you not leave out and
how to get there? Let us start with the second
question: the journey can be quite comfortable.
Forget your car. It would be possible to use
it but this would be rather boring, without
a pinch of adventure and, moreover, not really
considerate to the exquisite and sensitive
natural areas, large parts of which are protected
in the natural park. Choose a train, boat or bus.
A quite luxurious way of travelling is the railway
of the national park, which has recently been
put into operation. You just get on the train and
pass through one pretty railway station after
another, and these can be your starting points
to get to the best spots not only in Bohemian
Switzerland but also in Saxon Switzerland and,
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in addition, there is also the little known Šluknov
hook. Embark on a boat trip, again from Děčín,
and let it carry you through the fascinating
Elbe canyon. Wherever the boat stops – be it
the Czech or the Saxon side of the border – one
of the locality’s prominent attractions will be
within your reach. And what about the bus? First
of all, remember the magic number 434. This
is a special line that will take you to the most
important beauty spots in the national park and
its surroundings.

DISPLAY OF THE GREATEST
ATTRACTIONS
Well, what are the must-sees then? Let us take
it locality by locality – first the surroundings of
the village of Hřensko. What awaits you here is
a trip through one of the most romantic rocky
passes, which was created by the Kamenice
stream. One part will be on foot, the other
on barges; anyway, you will be enchanted
by the silence hidden in the narrow passage
between stony giants. Then there is Gabriela’s
path winding from the foot of rock massifs

with views that you can’t make up, crowned
with the gate of gates, one of the wonders of
the world, the Pravčická gate (Pravčická brána
in Czech). When you’re there, do not hesitate
to invest some energy and climb the opposite
rocky ridge since there is no match for the views
of Pravčická brána from it; you will also see
ravines and valleys, table hills and rock walls
glistening in the sunshine. This is a chance to
understand how falcons view the landscape.
Now, on to the region surrounding the village of
Jetřichovice. Jetřichovice’s views are certainly
the best known attraction of the locality. Those
who put in the effort and climb almost two
hundred metres in altitude will find themselves
in a gazebo on the top of a sandstone rock
with the entire area of Bohemian Switzerland
spreading under them like an intricately
decorated plate. You will reach Vilemínina’s
views by walking along the ridge; the same
is true for Rudolf’s stone, however here, to
get to the top cabin, an ascent good enough
for a mountaineer awaits you. In one word –
wonderful. From Jetřichovice you should set
out on the route along the crystal clear stream
of Jetřichovická Bělá towards the romantic ruins

Bohemian Switzerland

of Dolský mill (Dolský mlýn in Czech) and then
down a steep ravine to the village of Vysoká
Lípa and from there right onto the shipwrecked
Titanic – that is, the rock castle of Šaunštejn.
Again, to earn the remarkable view you have
to climb the ladders through narrow rocky
gaps; however once you get to the top you
will really feel like Leonardo and Kate watching
the pounding of the waves of forests, meadows
and rocks from the prow of a ship. Next in line
is the locality surrounding the village of Krásná
Lípa. The greatest hits of this area are the walks
through the valley of the Křinice stream and
the trips along the surrounding rocks with
their wild “up-and-down” profile. This place is
a good tip for winter; the local icefalls are really
enchanting. A little known pearl is the great trip
from Doubice through the forest town-like rocky
formation and the hazardous descent through
a narrow rock gap, which is called the Narrow
staircase, all the way to the ornamental alpine
style hunter cabins in Tokáň. The last locality, as
the only other one of them, is on the left bank

www.ceskesvycarsko.cz

of the Elbe river. It spreads through
the surroundings of the table
mountain of Děčínský Sněžník with
its rock tower and famous lookout
station, a beacon in the sea of
mist, pointing towards the skies.
Here, above the village of Tisá,
the picturesque and intoxicating
erratic rocky town-like formation
Tiské walls (Tiské stěny) awaits,
with rocks of the most peculiar
and fantastic shapes. The last part
is in fact out of bounds, if we look at the Gate
to Bohemia as a playground. However, nature
doesn’t care when man draws borderlines on
a map. Bohemian-Saxon Switzerland is one
logical and enormously intertwined whole,
and that is the way we should understand it.
Therefore, let us also add the locality of Bad
Schandau. Here you can set out on the famous
Bastei with the first bridge in Europe that was
built (a hundred and ninety years ago!) purely to
improve the experiences of tourists, or you may

try to climb the famous Schramsteine rocky
walls, which have been marked by the claws
of a mythical monster. If you add the mighty
fort of Königstein on top of the table mountain
looming over the river bed of the Elbe,
you have linked together all the top Saxon
attractions. And all this is within the reach of
the aforementioned methods of transport. So
put your rucksack on your back and up you go
towards adventures in this realm of remarkable
beauty!
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The Elbe Valley as seen by painters
It is the year 1860. Through the Elbe river valley, a short way from
the village of Sebuzín, a man is walking with a leather bag over his
shoulder; on the other shoulder he is carrying an easel. It is a hot day
at the end of summer, storm clouds are gathering in the skies. The Elbe
softly casts reflections in the afternoon sun, a paddle steamer appears
in a meander and its funnel lets out trails of smoke. And high above
the river, on the summit of a forested hill, the picturesque structure
of Saint Barbara’s Church shines. ‘Here…’ whispers the lanky, sickly man
whose face is covered with shaggy hair. He unpacks his painting kit and
in a moment the first lines of the landscape before his wide open eyes are
spread over the paper.

LOOK AND PAINT!
The man’s name was Ernst Gustav Doerell. A
madcap eccentric. He is painting feverishly and
stops being aware of his surroundings – his entire
being morphs into a pencil and a brush. Oh, he
has managed to get onto paper exactly what he
sees! Without adornment, without idealisation
– nature in its absolute truest form. What a pity
that photography is so imperfect. One drags an
entire laboratory into the open and still has to
be satisfied with dull outlines. One day, perhaps,
people will be able to photograph not just portraits in a studio, but also a landscape. However,
so far painting is more accurate, if only because
of the colours! After all, without colours one
can hardly capture
the bluish air, the silvery water level,
the raw brown of
a log cabin, a white
church with a cinnabar roof and misty
hilltops
passing
from green to ochre.
The Czech Central
Highlands and particularly the Elbe
valley have become
a true paradise for
painters. Recently,
he met painter
Josef Mánes and an entourage of his pupils
here, the veterans Piepenhagen, Crollem and
Navrátil; he also often meets his peer Hugo Ullik
in the local inn. They come from Prague, Dresden
– they come from everywhere. In other words,
this region is a promised land for Romanticism.
The nature here is majestic and naturally beautiful, wild and mild, full of emotions, moving as well
as uncompromising. And it does not matter at all
whether the artist looks at the landscape from
the Elbe river bank or looks up towards the peaks
of hills and rocks and paints the enticing ruins of
Vrabince castle, gloomy Střekov castle or boats
on the river or sets out towards the hills and finds
a view, such as the one he himself recently found
near Dubice church, and paints the Elbe valley
from the top. After all, this is a gift! Yes, from time

to time one has to paint the villa of some industrial magnate, they even want factories from
him now, on occasion even shooting targets for
marksmen, and when there is really no money
to buy food, then painting the walls of a room
is also an option – but these moments when
he starts moving among the peaks of the hills
in the uplands or, as now, alongside the most
romantic river in the world, this is the reward for
the toils and broken dreams. Here he is free; here
he can be a servant of beauty.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF ROMANTICISTS
The Elbe valley from
Roudnice all the way
to Dresden used to be
a Mecca for painters
even before the period
of Romanticism. However, the seekers of
the romantic truth found
their promised land
here. It is marvellous
to try to see the Elbe
through their eyes. The
gate of Porta Bohe-

mia, vineyards
around the village of Velké
Ž e r n o s e k y,
the panorama
of Litoměřice,
Střekov
castle…
True,
hardly
anybody
drags
an easel and
a palette with
them today; on the other hand almost everybody has a camera on them, if only the one
integrated into a mobile phone. It is certainly
almost impossible to stroll through the countryside, feast one’s eyes on the riches all
around and not to try to preserve them for

eternity. There are many ways to go about
it, but take my advice and start in Litoměřice
in the North Bohemia Art Gallery, just a few
steps from the square. Here you will find many
interesting collections, including romantic
landscapes and Doerell’s paintings such as
The View of Střekov and The view of Ústí nad
Labem. Look and allow yourself to be drawn
in by the visions of the Romanticists. And then
set out on your own painting journey. Along
the river for instance. For the Elbe route is
the place where cyclists meet with trekkers
and roller-skaters. It will take you all the way
to the border – and all along the way it will
be an opulent view of remarkable scenery.
Or you may try a somewhat secretive journey
along the edges of the hills that have been
demarcating the Elbe river bed for millions
of years. The Saxons have provided their
Malerweg area with proper route markers. In
the Czech Central Highlands there are also
route markers, however only a few know
about them. You will not be led by any special markers, just the traditional ones for tourists, the network of which will be the densest
in the world. At the moment nobody calls it
the painters’ route – so let’s go and discover
it together.

LET’S DISCOVER
THE PAINTERS’
ROUTE
First we will take the cable car
from Ústí nad Labem that will
take us comfortably to Větruše
manor. From there we’ll follow
the yellow markers. Altogether it
will be twenty five wonderful kilometres so get ready for it. In fact,
the route takes you from one viewpoint to another. Sometimes you
will have to take a turning to get to
a nice view and then go back on the yellow route,
but believe me, it will be worth it. First comes
the Humboldt viewpoint, then a panorama from
a place called Skály (Rocks) and a little bit further on Skalky (Little Rocks). Then the villages

of Podlešín and Moravany and finally the locality
of Dubičky. There, just next to the sanctuary of
Saint Barbara (yes, it is the church in Doerell’s
picture), you will find a pleasant boarding
house with a large
terrace that is bound
to take your breath
away. The Elbe meander, known as Porta
Bohemica from time
immemorial, framed
by the Czech Central
Highlands, opens up
below us. Throughout
this journey we will
see tens of splendid
views, however nothing beats this one. Just
a few hundred metres
further on you’ll find
Doerell’s
viewpoint,
and so you can connect
with the vision of this
painter over the abyss of time. You will see slightly
different things, but on the whole it has remained
the same. After the viewpoint of Jaroslav Srba
you may want to enrich your trip with the ascent
to Radejčín lookout tower and then the slow
descent towards Dobkovičky. There you can

part with the yellow markers and take a country
road towards the village of Chotiměř, and when
you arrive there follow the green markers. You
will be rewarded with a climb towards the picturesque ruins
of
Oparno
castle, which
provide
an
entire range
of views of
the local hills,
as you will
have arrived
in the very
heart
of
the Milešovka
Uplands. The
green markers will then
lead you along
the Lovoš educational path
to the Oparenské valley, which used to be dotted with mills, all
the way to the winegrowers’ village of Malé Žernoseky, which is located directly on the bank of
the Elbe river and is equipped with an old-world
ferry that will take you to the other bank.

WHO’S WHO?
Ernst Gustav Doerell was born in 1832 in
Saxon Freiberg to the family of a miner, and
his mother came from the town of Teplice.
Form the age of fourteen he lived in Bohemia,
first at his uncle’s in Litoměřice, then in
Teplice where he was an apprentice to a
house painter, later he lived in Prague where
he studied at the Academy and finally in Ústí
nad Labem, where he died of tuberculosis at
the age of just forty five (in 1877). He painted
about six hundred paintings, of which about
a quarter are preserved.
Photos © SGVU v Litoměřicích, Jan Brodský.
The origin of the paintings – SGVU v Litoměřicích

8

Czech Central Highlands

www.ceskestredohori.info

9

Active Winters in the Ore Mountains

Active Winters in the Ore Mountains

How a cross country
skiing track is created

Have you ever thought about how much it costs to create a well prepared cross country skiing track? Or
let’s look at it from another point of view – have you ever realised that it is quite natural to buy a ski pass
for downhill skiing while cross country skiing tracks are free of charge? Is that right? And so I decided to go
to Klíny Sports Centre, which is, besides Dlouhá Louka and Lesná, one of the centres of the skiing paradise
on the ridges of the Ore Mountains – the famous and increasingly popular white trail of the Ore Mountains.

A SNOWMOBILE SOFTLY
PURRS ON A FROSTY
NIGHT
I had this somewhat silly idea that to be
present at the process of snow preparation
means getting up early while it is dark
outside. How wrong I was – the trail is
treated in the evening. The thing is that it
is best if the trails for skate skiing as well
as for classic skiing freeze during the night,
so becoming more resistant to the damage
caused by skis. I put on many layers of
clothes, as would be expected of somebody
from Prague. Josef Dlouhý, the managing
director of Klíny Sports Centre, was waiting
for me with a snowmobile and he was
hardly able to hide his
amusement. I was
soon to understand
why this was so.
It was hot inside
the
elegant
snowmobile
with its two
hydraulic
t r a c k
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makers, a T-shirt seemed almost sufficient.
And no adrenalin – we were going at 10 km
per hour: the only way to leave a well-shaped
and flat skiing terrain behind us. If it were not
for the interesting stories I would have fallen
asleep in a moment. However, the things I
learnt drove the idea of sleep away. Firstly –
the preparation of the trail actually starts in
spring when the snow thaws. All routes are
located on the land belonging to towns or to
the state and so the responsible people have to
meet and agree which parts of the routes will be
prepared. Then, the cleaning up of everything
that has been left there and does not belong on
the terrain after the winter begins. This is done
either on foot or on quad bikes. During summer
markings have to be repaired and replaced –
wooden posts are driven into the ground (and
replaced every five years), plastic notices are
checked, and the four large boards with maps
are put in order. What follows are the repairs
to trails, drains and bridges. At that time grass
is already growing intensely. A tractor sets out
on the tracks and mows so that the routes can

be used by joggers, cyclists and enthusiasts
of Nordic walking in the summer. There is
a lot of work for saws too – it is necessary
to trim the ever-growing branches so that
they will not be in the way of skiers and
snowmobiles in winter. I turn around and
see a saw, which is needed in winter too,
just in case we are surprised by a broken
branch or a fallen tree. For the entire
summer season it is necessary to empty
waste bins and take the waste away, for
example from the Jeřabiny lookout tower,
which has been cleaned and tidied by
the guys from the Klíny centre – in fact
they did it on their own initiative because
they just couldn’t stand the condition of
this location. Naturally, the peak of activity
starts when the snow falls. On one hand
it is a pleasure, however it is also a time of
unending, sometimes eight hour long, shifts on
the snowmobile. One should add that the guys
from Klíny do not just look after their trails,
they have a long-standing agreement with their
German neighbours and maintain parts of their
trails too. Within one shift they are able to treat
up to 75 kilometres of tracks. Behind us I can
see a perfectly ironed plane for skate skiing
and on its edge the tracks for classic skiing.
We meet a man with a headlamp switched on
– this is becoming more and more fashionable.
“Let’s hope he doesn’t do too much damage”,
says Josef with a laugh, and explains the details
of how the trails are prepared. I learn that
the purring beauty, the snowmobile that is,
consumes a hundred litres of diesel per hundred
kilometres. So we have to take jerry cans with
us. I ask how much such a snowmobile costs
and the price of three and a half million Czech
crowns stupefies me. I am silent for a while, just
counting all the sums on my fingers. The costs
of the equipment and people seem enormous.
“Maintenance is partly covered by the Ústí nad
Labem region and sponsors, and the other part
is covered by our own resources. We understand
it as a service for guests, providing for comfort
of visitors”. I ask whether it is a tradition all
over the world that trails for cross-country
skiers are provided for free. “Quite the contrary
– you have to pay almost everywhere. For
instance in Austria they have a special type
of ski pass for this. The principle is basically
the same, however, it is based on the decency
and responsibility of people to a certain extent.
That is to say, you can join the trail at any point,
there are no turnstiles“. I see. One extra perk

Ore Mountains

These three centres alone together amount to 180 km of ski trails and tracks for classic skiing as well as skate
skiing and if we add the trails in Saxony we come to over 250 km of prepared cross country skiing terrain.
Is it not a paradise for skiers? Unlike in other Czech mountains one will not find unending queues of skiers
here - on weekdays you will often not meet anybody else on the trail. It is true that the related facilities are
not sufficient yet, you cannot travel from one kiosk to another and it is necessary to take a snack and drinks
with you – but this means that it’s even more romantic. The majority of skiing trails around Klíny are located
in forests and so the intertwining tracks may be better sheltered from the wind. And the entire location is
really beautiful – honestly, once you are on the trail there is no difference between cross country skiing here
and somewhere in Ramsau. In addition, the trails have a very pleasant profile. Once you climb to an altitude
of eight hundred metres you can ski along the mountain ridge without almost any elevation. Well, simply
a fairy-tale for a skier. But what about the track? It will not prepare itself on its own, will it?
lift, skiing at night, a snow park) or in Telnice
(a two-seat ski lift, six ski lifts, 5 km of pistes,
a snow park). The centres are busy in summer,
too – Klínovec offers a rope centre, a shooting
range for air guns, tennis, mini golf, a roofed
swimming pool, a trampoline, stilts, terrain
scooters, bungee running, frisbee golf… As for
Klíny, besides the rope centre, tennis and mini
golf, the centre also offers three single-track
racecourses, a sports hall with a climbing wall,
an outside climbing wall… What more could
one wish for?

for us. People in this country are used to not
paying for anything when a payment is not
explicitly required. Somebody will pay for
them. What do you think? Is it fair? Would it not
make more sense if we paid a small amount?
Quite voluntarily, just on the basis of simple
respect for the guys who zip through the snowcovered forest at a speed of 10 kilometres per
hour so that we can go skiing in the morning?
I, personally, will ask for a ticket next time. And
what about you?

TIP
Just to be sure that you don’t get the
impression that there are no facilities in
Klíny – the opposite is true! Accommodation
is available with facilities in four different
categories, they serve nice food in the
Emeran Hotel or the Stará škola Boarding
House (the house is also part of the premises)
or in the Mammut Bar located at the ski
slopes. Besides the mentioned options,
one interesting novelty is being prepared
– a summer bobsleigh track, which should be
operational from 2017.

HOW TO GET THERE
Klíny is within the sights of Litvínov, a little
less than six kilometres along the wellmarked road no. 271.

SKIING CENTRES
– A PARADISE FOR
DOWNHILL SKIERS
The Ore Mountains are a paradise of a kind for
downhill skiers too; a fact not known to many.
Firstly, the snow conditions here are relatively
stable and one can ski even when in the Alps
one has no other choice but to sip Bombardino
on a terrace. Secondly, the amenities of ski
centres are improving from year to year, more
and more care is dedicated to the ski slopes
and additional activities are starting up. The
dominant and central skiing centre is Klínovec.
Klínovec is the highest peak of the Ore
Mountains, its altitude being 1244 metres
above sea level. Twelve kilometres of pistes,
the most modern four-seat ski lift in the Czech
Republic, the option to switch between
the local ski slopes and those in neighbouring
Fichtelberg… In addition, snow tubing, a snow
park with a top-notch U-ramp, skiing schools,
a mini centre for children, a swimming pool or,
if you feel like it, archery. Artificial snowmaking
goes without saying. However, further to
the east there are also great options for skiers
– in the aforementioned Klíny Sports Centre
(four slopes with snowmaking, a four-seat ski

www.kbstopa.cz
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Mum, dad – I want
to go there!
Bohemian Switzerland is a remarkable territory with an unexpected
amount of fantastic experiences and remarkable views in quite a small area.
However, children do not care. For them the poetry of the landscape is of no
importance, they want fun and distractions. But rest assured that Bohemian
Switzerland is well prepared for them and can provide children with things
to amuse them, maybe to an overwhelming extent.

THROW, CLIMB, KICK, TRY,
DISCOVER!
When I was writing a guide to Bohemian
Switzerland for families with children I defined
a new standard unit: children’s boredom. Its
length is 400 metres and it has two constants:
“When will we get there?“ and “My legs hurt“. If
nothing interesting, fun or entertaining happens
within those four hundred metres, the child gets
bored and the parent has a problem. However,
don’t worry – the following text will put you at
ease. Let us journey from east to west. We can
start in the town of Rumburk, or rather above
the town, on a hill called Dymník.
Truly a land of riches. Not only
there is a lookout tower,
but a short distance
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from it there are two great playgrounds. The
first one is meant for football golf. Never heard
of it? It’s great! Fun for children and a cure
for dads’ melancholy caused by their lack of
coordination in traditional golf. The goal is to
use as few kicks as possible to get a football
into one of the holes; in this case the holes are
really big ones. And right next to it – Frisbee
golf. In this case the task is to use as few throws
as possible to hit a special basket with a plastic
disc. Not far from there, above the village of
Jiřetín pod Jedlovou, Jedlová mountain points
towards the skies. Wonderful skiing in winter, in
summer a paradise especially for children who
are not so young anymore – a ride on hired carts
down the slope or on scooters along forest
dirt roads from the peak all the way
down to the valley – great! In
addition, there is another rope
centre, and down below
the piste, as another treat,
a giant swing, a climbing wall
and yet another rope centre.
It takes just a few minutes
to get to Krásná Lípa. The
village offers an attraction
that beats all the others –
The House of Bohemian
Switzerland
(Dům
Českého
Švýcarska)
with a very entertaining
interactive exhibition
where you can find out
what It’s like to be an
archaeologist, glassmaker,
coachman,
botanist,
painter,
or you can crawl
through a badger’s
den, answer tricky
questions hidden
behind
various
gadgets, in drawers
or
construction
kits… Add to that
the grandiose sport
premises of Bohemian
Switzerland
with
its

climbing wall, playgrounds
and tennis courts and your
children will never get bored.
Less than five kilometres from
this location is the idyllic village
of Doubice with a remarkable
centre full of wooden statues
(it is quite possible that
the number of statues in
the given area is the highest in
the world), labyrinths, castles,
climbing frames. They even
declared their own kingdom here, the kingdom
of Doubice where a special currency is used
– Dubaks. Grown-ups may be shaking their
heads facing this unreal mixture but children
just love it and it is difficult to get them away
from here. A trip from Doubice following
the yellow markers in the direction of Tokáň
is a piece of cake for any child – it is less than
five kilometres long. And there are many treats
waiting for you: a town-like rocky formation
hidden in the woods, rocky tunnels, ladders
and especially the Narrow staircase, that is, an
ascent through a high rock gap along ladder-like

TAKING THE LYNX PATH
HEADING TOWARDS
BOATS OR A FARM

stairs. Moreover, you’ll come across an ideal
climbing wall for children, this time created
by Mother Nature – the Cipísek rock. And at
the end of your journey, beside the Na Tokáni
hunter cabins, a scooter hire service awaits
you and you can take the idyllic routes heading
towards Chřibská or Jetřichovice, where you
can return the scooters.

Bohemian Switzerland

In the surroundings of Jetřichovice, children will
enjoy the spooky Dolský mill, from which you
can climb a steep ravine to get to Vysoká Lípa,
on the edge of which there is one of the most
attractive views in the region, which is bound
to captivate children’s attention
simply because it is not easily
accessible. To get to Šaunštejn
you have to climb ladders leading
through narrow cracks so it is
easier for the children and they
often have to wait at the top
for their parents. It is a short
way to the meadow of Mezní
Louka. As for Pravčická gate,
especially small children are not
impressed by it and so it is better
to take them onto the Lynx Path,
a newly created educational route
in the forest. Having climbed
down a wild ravine all the way

www.ceskesvycarsko.cz

to the Kamenice river you
may embark on a barge
to navigate both famous
passes – children will love it.
However, we can also take
the northern route, best
done by train, to the village of
Mikulášovice with the small
Skloluxus workshop, where
children can find out what it is
like to paint on glass, or you
can go further, to the town
of Dolní Poustevna where
you can visit a puppet theatre
and then go to a goat farm
in Nová Víska operated by the Malina family:
while your children get lost in the flock of
goats, kids, pigs, cats and kittens you can sip on
whey beneficial for your health and taste really
excellent cheeses. The southern route will take
you all the way to Kytlice, where, if you are
lucky, you can watch a production by the local
puppet theatre or look at the exhibition in
the old school, a challenging experience for
children used to interactive boards and tablets.

FROM A CHATEAU
TO A ROCKY PARADISE
In the western part of Bohemian Switzerland
is Děčín, a town to which another article is
dedicated so let me be brief: a great chateau
with tours for children led by the mysterious
Black Knight or the smiling Countess, the via
ferrata (climbing area) in the middle of
the town is a unique experience for bigger
children, a really entertaining zoo, perhaps
the most interactive in our country, a water
park, a hire service for rafts on which you may
float all the way to Saxony if you want to, and in
addition a bus for cyclists to the peak of Sněžník
mountain and a ride downwards, a library with
a wonderful department for children… And
at the end the adventure of all adventures
– a trip to the maze in the rocky town Tiské
stěny! This rocky labyrinth is composed of two
parts – Velké Tiské stěny (Big Tiské walls) and
Malé Tiské stěny (Small Tiské walls). Children
will enjoy both; however, Small Tiské walls are
any child’s dream. A perfectly safe place, roads
padded with deep sand, thousands of hatches,
tunnels, caves, rocks and low walls – a place
where children can be themselves and have no
chance to become bored for hours. Bohemian
Switzerland is simply cool, as the addressees
of this article might say!

TIP
The neighbouring Saxon Switzerland is
similarly rich in attractions. You may try Bad
Schandau with its rock lift towards the lynx
cage, the wonderful interactive House of
Saxon Switzerland and a tram ride among the
rocks. The open air model railway in Kurort
Rathen is also worth seeing.
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Along vineyard paths

against the tide of time
then takes you to the top of Lovoš hill with
its amazing views of the entire Czech Central
Highlands. From there, follow the green route
markers downwards to link up with the aforementioned wine-growing path. If you have time
– and those on a pilgrimage in search of wine
should have ample time – the journey is really
worth it.

FROM ROUDNICE
TO PELUNKA VINEYARD
AND PERHAPS EVEN
FURTHER

Everybody in this country knows that from time immemorial
Southern Moravia has been intertwined with vineyard roads that are today
being changed into tourist paths and trails for cyclists. But only a few know that similar trails
used to be in the Czech Central Highlands , and they are being renewed again. However, the tradition of
growing and processing grape vines in both Bohemian wine-growing regions – i.e. the regions around
Litoměřice and Mělník – is older than a thousand years. These routes take the form of educational paths
dotted with information boards, and travelling along them is like travelling against the tide of time. Along
them, the present interlinks with the past, medieval vineyards and cellars chiselled into rock meet today’s
winegrowers and bottles filled with the popular drink, memorable structures emerge from the misty past,
and the towns which these routes pass through are busy with
life while the Elbe flows by it all with its ancient waters on their
eternal cycle. Let’s hit the enchanting wine trails together.

FROM LITOMĚŘICE
TOWARDS VELKÉ
ŽERNOSEKY AND MALÉ
ŽERNOSEKY
As early as the times when the first settlements
were being built around the Elbe and the waterway was bringing Christianity to pagan sanctuaries, people would grow grapevines on
the fertile slopes of the local hills descending
towards the river. The oldest written records
are of a later date, beginning in 1057, but they
tell us that grapes had been grown here and
transformed into the intoxicating drink for
a long time. In medieval times Litoměřice was
the second most important wine-growing
town in the country after Prague. In the areas
surrounding the town, especially in the Elbe
valley, there were more than 400 hectares
of vineyard sites. Many of them still produce
crops today, despite the fact that a microscopic
beetle imported from America at the end of
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the 19th century destroyed most of
the vineyards. However, people here
were used to wine-growing and so
they did not give up and started
again. The most logical starting point
of the Litoměřice vineyard path is
the Gothic castle in the town that
gave the path its name. The skeleton of the old royal castle has been
filled with a modern interior, a part
of which is formed by an interactive and very
successful exhibition called the Sanctuary of
Czech wine-growing. Then the path takes us
alongside the wine-growing hill of Radobýl
(read the comic strip a few pages further on),
along the bank of Lake Píšťanské all the way to
Velké Žernoseky, an important village for wine.
Besides several smallish vineyards, which are
definitely worth visiting, one real gem awaits
you here – the historical wine cellars dug up
in the middle of the 12th century by Cistercian
monks. Right next to them is Žernoseky castle, the seat of a renowned wine-making firm,
the employees of which will let you into the cel-

In the region surrounding Říp hill the records
mention grapevines for the first time in
the year 1333 – but you know the way things
are: often things exist for a long time before
they are recorded. The Elbe wine-growing and
educational paths start in the town of Roudnice
nad Labem. They include several diversions
and side routes and they will take you beyond
the Gate to Bohemia on to the region of Mělník.
But let’s start in Roudnice. This beautiful
historical town is the location of the wonderful
Lobkowicz Chateau (which houses a winegrowing firm and a Gallery of Modern Art

lars which are still used to store maturing wine
even today. On the very bank of the Elbe we
leave the Elbe path going from Prague all
the way to Hamburg and let the local ferryman
to take us on his ferry, not into the underworld,
but to Malé Žernoseky where the past and
present of winegrowing meet. Then continuing along the road, passing through vast vineyards, leads to the foot of Lovoš hill and on to
the town of Lovosice. From here you can return
to the ferry following the route of the river.
However, if you want some advice, take a turn
in Malé Žernoseky onto the Lovoš educational
path which leads through the enchanting Oparenské valley, alongside some former mills, and

Czech Central Highlands

located in the riding hall), a town lookout
tower, the Church of the Virgin Mary’s Birth,
a mixture of Gothic and Baroque styles, with an
Augustinian monastery, several Baroque chapels
and naturally in its vicinity there is the mecca for
every Czech, Říp hill. If you are looking for a tip
for a good place to swim, let me give you one
– a flooded sand quarry in the nearby village of
Dobříň. When you cross the town bridge over
the Elbe you will be heading towards villages
located in countryside that gets more and more
picturesque with every step. You are on the way
to the inconspicuous Sovice hill, the southern
and western slopes of which are covered
with historical vineyards that today produce
the best wine in the territory. The northern
part of this lonely hill will be a surprise for you
too. There you will find an irrigation reservoir,
a place offering breath-taking views. You will
see the Czech Central Highlands stretching
from Varhošť hill to Sedlo hill, Milešovka hill
all the way to Hazmburk hill. Passing through
the landscape of acacia groves, pine trees
and woods, ponds, brooks and marshes you
will reach the town of Hošťka. On the way
your train of thought may be interrupted by
the whistling of the local historical train. It
seems unjust that the town of Hoštka is outside
the main focus points for tourists. It
has lovely surroundings, including
several
remarkable
churches,
a beautiful Baroque Plague Column
and the Chapel of the Assumption
of Mary and an interesting lane
with old wine cellars that date back
hundreds of years; there are eleven
of them. Further on the path takes
you to another

remarkable place, the so-called Elbe terrace.
The meanders of the Elbe with Říp hill on
the horizon, the surrounding villages – this
vista is very popular. Going upstream you
will get to the town of Štětí and it would be
a mistake not to cross the river to have a look
at the renowned Račice rowing canal, which
is circled by an asphalt circuit which is ideal
for inline skaters. And if you are lucky you
may even get to a rowing training session or
contest. From Štětí our path runs parallel to
another very interesting educational path,
the path of highwayman Štětka which is worth
trying too: following the ancient merchant
paths through picturesque landscape, still
not discovered by the masses, you will, for
instance, come across Mordloch highwayman’s
cave. The winegrowing path leaves the Gate
to Bohemia, not surprisingly, at the historical
vineyard Na Pelunce, which has been renowned
for its Riesling wines for a very long time.
However, a borderline is just a line on the map
and so you may decide to walk on to Liběchov,
to Mělník…

TIP
Not far from Hoštka and Štětí is the village
of Radouň. On its northern edge, on a small
hill, you will find one of the most picturesque
cemeteries I know. This location, where
the silence is almost tangible, includes a
neo-Romanesque octagonal ceremonial hall
and over two hundred tombstones resisting
the ravages of time. A consoling place.

www.ceskestredohori.info
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Jewish Monuments in the Lower Ohře River territory

The landscape
remembers,
people forget
The landscape does not judge people who live on it, and it remembers everybody.
The imprints of human activity in the countryside remain long after people or
entire ethnic groups disappear. And the landscape of the Lower Ohře territory
remembers the people tested for centuries, the victims of the most terrible
collective crime of all times. The traces of the Jewish people are still obvious in
the undulating region around the serpent-like body of the Ohře River. Despite being covered with vegetation,
despite of having been plundered, destroyed and rebuilt for years. When I was setting out on the journey
to trace the history of the Jewish people of the area, I felt a little bit like Ahasver, the Wandering Jew, who,
being lost, wanders through the countryside. But I have found my way and would be pleased if you would
take a minute to enjoy the inconspicuous poetry of the matzevahs, i.e. the crying stones, with me.

UNFULFILLED DREAM
OF PEACE AND QUIET
Jews started to settle in the Lower Ohře river
territory in medieval times. They moved to
towns in the middle of the fourteenth century,
meaning Louny and Žatec in this case, and
three hundred years later they also settled in
villages. Their life was never simple. Since time
immemorial they had had a talent for business,
they were modest and thrifty and took great
care to pay all their taxes so as not to give cause
for any problems with the establishment. Goyim,
as they melodically call the people of the other
faiths, were usually less modest, less skilled in
business and so they had a feeling that Jews
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were thwarting their businesses. Moreover
Jews were an easy target – anything can be
hidden under the cover of religious intolerance.
And so something was bound to happen. While
the nobility needed Jews for gains (they paid
taxes, which often meant high sums, and were
a source of loans), townsmen did everything
they could to drive them out. These two parties
often battled each other over the issue, and
the Jews, if they managed to avoid pogroms and
the burning of their houses, moved from one
place to another – from towns to villages and
back. And wherever they settled, be it settlement
districts or ghettos, which were originally meant
to protect them rather than seclude them,
they always tried to arrange a place of prayer
or build a synagogue and establish a school,
rabbinate and naturally a cemetery. And so
there used to be seven synagogues and about
twenty cemeteries in the Lower Ohře territory.
By the end of the nineteenth century, when
the local Jewish population reached its peak,
the percentage of their population oscillated,
in the locations where they lived, between five
and fifty per cent. In some places Jews grouped
together, or were separated in others – for
example in the town of Peruc – they were, after
1918, so mixed up with the rest of the population
that they were even buried in municipal
cemeteries. When the Nazis came they did not
only liquidate Jews, but anything of Jewish
origin – with the exception of property, which
they did not find stigmatized; one wonders why.
Many cemeteries were irreparably damaged
during the course of the war. What was not
destroyed by Nazis was later left unattended or
damaged by Communists or even by ordinary
Czech yokels, who felt no shame in taking
a tombstone covered with poetry and words
of mourning and put it in the underpinning

walls of their fences, for instance. Synagogues
were converted into workshops, flats, barns,
warehouses. Cemeteries disappeared from
sight due to natural vegetation and the obvious
lack of interest. A lovely Jewish proverb says:
‘What reason does not solve, time will’. It seems
that time deals with the traces of the Jewish
people by not letting them disappear. Neither
from the landscape, nor from the awareness of
people.

WANDERING
TO THE RHYTHM
OF THE KLEZMER

even a road leading to them and it is best to
visit them at a time when the vegetation is
more dormant, when they are not hidden under
bushes and trees. In some places barely even
four tombstones are preserved, elsewhere
there are more than three hundred of them.
Let us make a random selection. In the village
of Hřivčice you will have no problem finding one
of the largest Jewish cemeteries in northern
Bohemia. At the moment it is undergoing
significant re-cultivation, information boards
have been placed and the cemetery has a page
on Facebook. In Louny, near the square, there
is a beautiful synagogue to look at (one cannot
go inside since the building is currently used as
a depository for the state archive), which is built
in the Moorish style. However, the town also has
a restored and very active Jewish cemetery (still
in use today) with a reconstructed ceremonial
hall built in an eclectic style with Moorish
windows. In Liběšice there is a cemetery hidden
between hop fields – it is easy to find thanks to
a massive limestone wall. Although covered with
vegetation, it is charming in a peculiar
way, with preserved Baroque
and Classical tombstones. This is
the old Jewish cemetery – there
is a new one in the village too;
however, regardless of its
name it is in a much worse
condition. In the town of
Postoloprty only an expert
will find the location of
the former cemetery.
Practically nothing of
it has been preserved
but we know that
places have a memory

despite the actions of people. An example
of an abandoned graveyard is the one in
Měcholupy. If you follow the edge of the field
leading away from the road in the direction of
Želeč you will find it, along with a nice feeling
that you are breaking through the borders of
indifference – at least that was my feeling. In
Žatec there is a Jewish graveyard with almost no
preserved tombstones, but on the other hand
the synagogue there is wonderful! The second
largest in the country – after the one in Pilsen. On
the Night of Broken Glass (Kristallnacht) it was
burnt down and never used again for its original
purpose, but its new owner transformed it into
a house of culture. During the holiday season
you can visit it accompanied by the employees
of the information centre located in the square
in the Town Hall building. Now we move on to
Čeradice. About two kilometres from here, in
the valley of the Liboc River - it is easy to find,
thanks to signposts - there is a recently
cleared graveyard with around twenty
five
tombstones.
Široké
Třebčice is an especially
interesting
Jewish

locality. There used to be a ghetto in the middle
of the village and it is practically still there. It
used to be a close packed formation of houses
by the local pond; however some of the houses
are gone or have been rebuilt. It is not easy
to find the graveyard: it is beyond the village,
accessible along a dirt road and over a field,
thickly covered with vegetation, but all this will
only make you even happier when you find it. On
the dirt road from Letov to Blšany there is a quiet
graveyard with hundreds of matzevahs, of
which some are carved from the local, typically
red, sandstone. In Očihov u Podbořan you will
find six matzevahs but again – what a place! In
Drahonice u Lubence, follow the dirt road which
leads to a beautiful sloping graveyard with
a wonderful atmosphere. From Podbořanský
Rohozec a dirt road takes you to the Dolánecký
brook next to which there is a moderate slope
with about ninety matzevahs which lie here
patiently waiting for somebody to erect them
again. The last stop is in Mašťov. The best way to
get to the local cemetery is to take the dirt road
from the local football pitch. There are about
hundred and seventy matzevahs but there
would have been fifty more of them if it weren’t
for enthusiastic film makers who dragged them
away in the eighties. Luckily they have been
preserved in a cemetery in Teplice. Our journey
to the rhythm of the klezmer has reached its
end. With our feet and eyes we have woken up
sleeping memories. So, thank you and “mazl
tof“! (Good luck!)

TIP
When strolling through the streets of Žatec
or Peruc you may come across small metal
plates embedded in pavements. Both towns
have joined the Stolpersteine initiative, which
means ‘Stones of memory’. Plates with a
name and a story are placed in front of the
houses of Jews transported to concentration
camps. And let me tell you – it’s a really
moving experience to stand and contemplate
them for a while.

And where does our journey take us as we
look for the traces of the local Jewish people?
Along the following route: Hřivčice u Peruce
– Louny – Liběšice – Postoloprty – Měcholupy
– Žatec – Čeradice – Široké Třebčice – Letov –
Očihov u Podbořan – Drahonice – Podbořanský
Rohozec – Mašťov. These are all places with
more or less apparent traces of Jewish culture.
Mostly, this means cemeteries. In some places
they are looked after, elsewhere there is not

Lower Poohří

www.dolnipoohri.eu
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Following the Secrets of Retained Water

Following the Secrets of Retained Water

The lifeblood
of the Ore Mountains
is crystal clear

TIP
In the near future an information centre,
in a building on a pier over the water, will
be created at the eastern end of lake Fláje
and will be run by the Povodí Ohře company.
Besides insights into the issue of water
engineering, the centre will also offer
refreshments and occasional exhibitions.

By the beginning of 2016 water in the United Arab Emirates
was four times as expensive as petrol. In Africa, water is much
more precious than gold and people have to walk for hours
to get to it, if there is anywhere to get it all. But we just turn on
the tap and often forget to turn it off afterwards. The water running
from our taps is even drinkable. However we use it to flush toilets, to
water our gardens, to wash our cars. We are quite unaware of the fact that
as far as water is concerned we are a rich country. And the Ore Mountains are
the true El Dorado. The water that flows from here and which we have learnt to
gather is of the highest quality. Literally crystal clear.

WATER MORE PRECIOUS
THAN GOLD
If we could see the ridge of the Ore Mountains
with the eyes of a hawk soaring high in the skies
we would be looking at endless forests, meadows and brown peat bogs, dotted with the sparkling eyes of water reservoirs. Water reservoirs
are typical for these mountains and for fifty
years they have been consistently looked after
by Povodí Ohře (the Ohře basin state company).
Naturally the focus of the company is much
wider: from Cheb to Šluknov (the area covered
by the Ohře basin), there are tens of man-made
lakes. On the ridges and slopes of the Ore Mountains there are seven such water retention reservoirs. How did it come about that they are here?
Three of them – Kamenička, Jezeří and Janov
– were constructed more than a hundred years
ago, at the very beginning of the previous century. At the time, booming industry called for
a new approach to water economy. And at that
time these reservoirs represented state-of-theart engineering. In the middle of the previous
century a second wave of construction activity
came with reservoirs at Křímov, Jirkov and Fláje.
The third wave in the seventies brought about
the largest water retention structure in the Ore
Mountains, which is Přísečnice. Well – now it’s
the time for tourists and explorers to pay attention. When you run a full bathtub of water at

home you would hardly hop into it with
your muddy boots on. And you would not throw
a lump of mud into a glass of water just for fun.
And that’s how we should view the seven reservoirs in the Ore Mountains. In fact, they are
gigantic glasses of drinkable water of a quality
good enough for new-born babies. Bearing this in
mind, none of us would complain about the protective zones around these lakes, let alone would
we get the idea to swim in them. However this
does not mean the end
of the line for us tourists. On the contrary
– hiking to the lakes
and wandering around
them is great, one just
has to behave decently
and respectfully, being
aware of the importance and the value of
the water, the surface
of which spectacularly
reflects the sun-struck
clouds drifting above
it. You will be rewarded
not only with fascinating scenery; you’ll also have
a chance to take a look at the insides of these
technical marvels. So where are we allowed
to go and where not? Prepare yourself to read
the following guide.

A PILGRIMAGE IN SEARCH
OF THE BEAUTY OF WATER
STRUCTURES
Going from north to south, we first come across
the magical Fláje dam, the water structure at
the highest altitude in the territory, completed
in 1963. The dam is one
of a kind in the country –
curved and made of concrete, but with pillars,
which means it is hollow
inside. The only chance to
look thoroughly into this
rarity of water engineering, a cultural monument
in the Czech Republic,
is on the open days that
are organised by the Povodí Ohře company once
a year. However, the top
of the dam is accessible
to walkers, skiers and cyclists – it is even used
as the route of the Krušnohorská magistrála (i.e.
the arterial route along the ridges of the mountains). In the vicinity you will find two particularly attractive tourist paths. The red one will

take you to Puklá skála (Cracked rock) from
where you can see the complete surface of
Fláje and the surrounding forests and meadows.
The green one leads around the northern bank
of Fláje and further on, along the educational
path around Fláje navigational canal (which by
the way is the oldest one in the Czech Republic).
Another water structure along the way is Janov
lake, dating back to 1914. A monumental stone
dam (the highest dam in the Czech Republic)
crowned with a central tower (another cultural
monument), while the reservoir itself is held in
the palm of Ore Mountains’ forests. What a meagre metaphor for this picturesque forested
retreat high above the town of Litvínov. The dam
and the access roads to it are closed, however
there are three marked tourist routes which offer
lovely views. The red route leading all the way to
Jeřabina lookout tower is especially attractive.

One
of the most difficult lakes as
to access is Jezeří, a small reservoir
built in 1904 and located in the middle
of Jezerka nature reserve. Jezeří, too, is
a national cultural monument, and though it is
impossible to get all the way to the dam, a tourist path runs under it for a short distance, from
Vysoká Pec and Jirkov to Jezeří chateau, about
which you can read more elsewhere in this issue
of the Gate. It is a place certainly worth visiting. You will experience a total contrast. The
consoling valley of the Vesnický brook, charming beech woods, virgin nature of intoxicating
beauty… and less than a kilometre from there
is the grey pit of a large mine crawling along
the feet of the mountains. And a little further
south, a short distance from the town that gave
its name to this water structure, in the deep valley of the Bílina river surrounded with forests,
you will find lake Jirkov. I have good news for
us all, albeit conditionally good news. The area
surrounding the lake and the dam itself were
closed until recently. The Povodí Ohře company
has started to try to be more open with regards
to the areas surrounding the water structure
and so now one can walk to places of inconspicuous beauty in Telčské valley or Telšské valley
(they link up just by the lake). This new approach
will survive as long as we, the people known
as tourists, behave responsibly. Not far from

the remarkably beautiful Bezruč valley, which
has been described in detail in the previous
issues of the Gate, we come across two water
structures constructed at different times.
Kamenička dates back to 1904, while Křímov
was completed in 1958. Although the dam
and the area close to the lake are closed, picturesque and popular tourist routes give us
the opportunity to enjoy the intoxicating reflections of the water surface to the fullest extent.
The last, and the largest, water structure is lake
Přísečnice. In terms of altitude it is just a few
metres below lake Fláje and sits on an attractive
plateau in the shadow of Velký Špičák mountain
surrounded by forests and alpine meadows. This
three hundred and sixty hectare lake is a place of
remarkable beauty. Although the same restrictions as in the cases of the other lakes apply,
accessibility is great – you can get there along
the Krušnohorská arterial route, cycling routes
or routes for hikers. The pilgrimage through
the blue-eyed locations of the Ore Mountains
is over. If only we left humbly and with quiet
respect for life-giving water which distinguishes
us so essentially from the outer space.
Photos © Povodí Ohře
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Regional Food

Products with Pedigree

The landscape which
entices you to take a bite
Each region has its own character, its own unique beauty, its own history – but it’s often the case that it
has its own tastes too. When wandering through the Gate to Bohemia, don’t forget the many excellent
delicacies that are waiting for you – they are made from the gifts of local nature and are prepared with
love and respect to traditions. And if you want to be sure to try the best and the most original foods,
allow the marks to guide you. But this time I don’t mean the route markers for tourists, I mean marks
of quality. In this issue of the Gate we focus on good things made from meat and milk; other ingredients
will be looked at in other issues, so don’t worry! So what kind of marks do I have in mind? There are three
of them. Regional food (Regionální potravina), regional product (Českosaské Švýcarsko
regionální produkt®, Krušnohoří regionální produkt®, České středohoří regionální
produkt®, Poohří regionální produkt®) and the best food product in the Přemysl
Oráč region. It’s really not easy to obtain these titles. And one warning before
you continue reading – reading the following lines on an empty stomach or
when you’re feeling hungry is at your own risk…

FROM NOVÁ VÍSKA
TO THE BANKS
OF THE ELBE
We’re going to take a round trip. We start in
the far north, just within sight of the Saxon
boundary, in the village of Nová Víska u Dolní
Poustevny. The Malina couple manage their
farm which is located under Špičák hill. When-
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ever I pay a visit to this place it feels like
I’m welcome. And this doesn’t just apply to
the Malinas, I am welcomed by all the animals
– and you just have to see how many there
are. However, the main animals are a flock of
goats that graze in the surrounding meadows
and then responsibly give milk which the Malinas use to prepare wonderful things. One of
the award-winning products is natural goats’
cheese, produced according to their own recipe
and made exclusively of goat milk. Washing it
down with the local goats’ whey is sure to make
you feel healthy. Another stop is the town of
Varnsdorf – we are still very much in the north
– the town is interesting for many reasons. The
delicacies we are looking for here can be found
in two places. Behind a relatively inconspicuous
shop there is a production hall for excellent
meat delicacies – the place is called ‘Varnsdorfské uzeniny’ or ‘u Vohnouta’ in the local jargon.
The seal of regional food has been awarded to
‘Menčíkova podkova’, a horseshoe-shaped sausage with a slightly spicy taste, and the Apetito
sausage made of a very tasty type of pork. At
the other end of the town you will find
the dairy ‘Polabské mlékárny Varnsdorf’
that produces a famous type of butter,

known as ‘Bio
máslo cihla’, as
well as the unique
Shepherd’s fresh cheese ‘Pastevecký čerstvý
sýr’ made according to a very old traditional recipe. The third gem in this collection of cheeses
is ‘Matylda’. As we are going downhill, we pass
by the lovely little medieval town of Úštěk and
stop at Držovice farm. In this mansion, which
has a beautiful log building at the entrance,
the Laušman couple produces excellent organic
goats’ milk and smooth white bio sheep yogurt
– ‘Držovický’. Now we ascend to a beautiful
plateau and enter the village of Verneřice. Your
mouth will be watering due to the fragrant
smoked ham salami and red pepper sausage,
the products of the local farm Agrokomplex.
The farm’s outlet is bound to persuade you that
the word ‘butcher’ is still alive and well in this
country. We are ascending again, this time
in the direction of
the whit-

Gate to Bohemia

ish white and hospitable town of
Litoměřice. The meat shop Chovaneček offers many products, but
we’re interested in the award-winning dried bacon, which is seasoned
and smoked, in mini sausages with
green pepper called ‘Novobranské
korálky’ and finally the prosciutto
‘Novobranský pršut – karé’, a product which is cured for a month and then slowly
smoked according to an ancient Bohemian recipe. And you might also like to try a morsel of
Klášterní dried ham.

THE OHŘE, A RIVER
OF MANY FLAVOURS
Having left the mountains behind us some time
ago, we are now approaching the Ohře
river for the first time. Here, in
the village of Bohušovice nad
Ohří, we come across one of
the oldest Czech dairies, known as
‘Bohušovická mlékárna’. The entire
country knows the famous local delicacy for children, creamy custard
‘Bobík’ with strawberries – smooth
vanilla whipped cream with pieces
of strawberries. Now we climb up to
the Ohře fracture and find ourselves
on the edge of the Říp mountain territory, on the very boundary of the Ústí
nad Labem region, in the village of Charvatce.
Where is that irresistible smell coming from?
Oh, I see, it’s the meat processing firm Asturka.
Their speciality is roast pork knee with golden
skin, a treat so delicious that it’s definitely
worth trying. Going upstream with the Ohře
river we arrive at the royal town of Louny, and
it’s hard not to notice Oblík hill towering over
the vicinity. At the foot of the hill, in an absolutely charming spot, the Oblík mansion shines
in the distance. The hill’s slopes are grazed by
flocks of sheep and goats and the window
of the local shop lures customers in with an
abundance of various foods. The best of these
products is the fresh sheep cheese, a delicacy
of creamy taste and honest heart. Not trying
another much appreciated gem, that is, yogurt
with maple syrup is a sin that won’t be forgiven. Opposite Oblík hill sits the famous Raná,
a hill literary circled by lovers of light aviation.
A short distance beyond Raná is the village of
Břvany and the Flying goat farm. There, Barbora
Marešová and her family continue the traditional
small-volume production of cheese, achieving
a range of charming flavours, as is evidenced
by their fresh sheep cheese. Yet another royal
town within our reach: Žatec. Besides its hops
kingdom the town is known for its choice ham.
Preparation is based on a traditional recipe and
the ham is aromatic, pink, thin and salty, just as
much as it should be –
yum! It is a product
of the company
H+B
Jatky
Žatec. And this
isn’t the only
one – other
award-winning traditional

www.branadocech.cz

delicacies include Staročeské
uzenky (smoked sausages),
Žatecký bok exkluziv (pork
flank) and Masová tlačenka
(meat brawn) – excellent!
Another stop on our route is
the spa town of Klášterec nad Ohří.
Just before Klášterec we visited Špičák farm
and bought delicious homemade milk from
the owner, Mrs Kateřina Stratinská. Just as in
the old days, the milk was poured into an enamel
milk can in the farmyard. In the town itself we
visit the firm Miki a Kos, and for the first time
have a change from meat and milk. This firm
produces fantastic bread dumplings. Dough
mixed by hand, manually kneaded rolls; double
leavening – just as if my mum had made it!

FOOTHILLS OF THE ORE
MOUNTAINS
In fact we are already in the Ore Mountains moving in the direction of the town of Chomutov.
In Březno we drop in at U zrcadla restaurant.
The Roušar couple prepare a number of good
meals; pork in its own gravy is just one of them.
The pork is displayed in a showcase and you may
buy it to take away or have it served on a plate
with a gherkin… In the town of Most you will
be probably directed to the renowned Strauss
butcher’s, the birthplace of traditional ham
sausages (Špekáčky); these are rarely seen, let
alone eaten nowadays. And the local steamed

ham or red pepper sausage – words are not
enough; you just have to try it for yourselves. In
Most we also pay a visit to a small shop just next
to the production premises for traditional pasta
(Mosteckých těstoviny). Here, Eva Pachmanová
makes, mainly by hand, traditional types of egg
pasta, which one would perhaps make at home

if they had the time and skill. One of her specialities is Tarhoňa (egg barley), pasta, which resembles rice in shape. Never heard of it? You should
try it! In Brňany, a short way beyond Most, we
park at an inn called Selský dvůr. Again we may
be guests in the stylish restaurant or spend time
watching donkeys, horses and goats. But we
prefer to taste the local white full-cream yogurt
and then head on to Teplice. The reason for this
is the famous devilishly good crispy chips sold
in the Fajn delicatessen, managed by the Hadravas – yes, the kind that
you start to
nibble and can’t stop. So,
what was it like? And by
the way –would you like
to have some more?
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Děčín

The Western Gate to Bohemian Switzerland

One can find everything
in the town of Děčín

IN SEARCH
OF THE GRIZZLY
BEAR
Well, we’ve looked at
historical
monuments
but what about some
other special attractions
for tourists? First of all
there is the zoo. It’s not
large, but it is located in
a wonderful spot, namely
the long forested peak
of the Shepherd’s wall
(Pastýřské stěna). Based
on my own experiences, I
would say that this is the most interactive zoo
in the country. At each step there is a problem
to solve, something to touch or examine, you
can even call various animals from a telephone
box – it’s fun and children just love it. Besides
the grizzly bears, a species you will not find in
any other zoo in the Czech Republic (you see,
another rarity in the town!), the zoo gives shelter to rare animals that are not commonly found
in zoos all over the world – vicuñas, capybaras,
amur leopards, takins, babirusas, musk deer,
anteaters, but also species from the local fauna
– these animals can be found in an exhibition
of the unique fauna of Bohemian Switzerland.
Moreover, there is a bird house and the threestory Paradise islands – one simply cannot miss
these. There are various routes leading towards
the zoo but the most interesting one is related
to another attraction: the aforementioned
via ferrata leads along the Shepherd’s wall
from the Elbe embankment – logically heading
upwards. You can rent some equipment, attach
a carabiner and up you climb along bare rock
and, in some places, stairs. An unbelievable
experience which can be managed by anybody
with a regular level of fitness. The third attraction you can’t miss is the local water park with
its thermal water, water slides, Jacuzzi baths,
a slow river and a special pool for divers…

It’s easy to say – a tourist centre. But for a town to boast
this title it has to meet many criteria. And so I started to tick
off one after another with the final result that Děčín fulfils
all the standards, one could say more than adequately. This
proud Czech town on the Elbe river, the respectable gate
to Bohemian Switzerland, is well prepared for visitors. So
pack your bags – and let’s go! To be honest, this is not easy
for me. I was born in Děčín. A long time ago I left it to study
elsewhere and now I’m crawling back to my roots on my
knees. I love this town, but I sincerely promise that I won’t
give it preferential treatment in the following lines.

AFTER THE THUN
FAMILY AND ALONG
THE TOOTHY CRONE
So let us start with some facts. Děčín
is the town with the lowest altitude in
the Czech Republic. The longest walled
access road to a chateau in the world is
also here (This is in fact 292 metres long,
ten metres wide, and is chiselled into
rock – you will not find this anywhere
else in the world.) The oldest arched
steel bridge with in the country. The only
via ferrata (climbing route) in the centre of
a town in the Czech Republic. And moreover –
currently the best Czech basketball team
(judging by the current standings in the league
table). Interested? Great – so let’s look
into these monuments one by one. Clearly
the dominant monument of the town, its most
photogenic part, so to say, is the marvellous
Thun family chateau – a mixture of Baroque
and Classicism. Some twenty years ago one of
the most derelict monuments in the country.
And today? A feast for tourists. Three routes
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for guided tours, a marvellous Rose garden
with a gloriette, newly opened southern
gardens leading into St. Mary’s meadow
located under the chateau, unique guided
tours for children, a unique Museum of clocks
in the attic… The remarkable Thun chapel,
a neo-Gothic building towering over the woods
at the edge of the town, a fascinating building.
The toothy crone. No, it’s not the oldest
person in the town, from time immemorial
this has been the name for the Renaissance
stone bridge over the Ploučnice river with
its precious sculpture by Michal Brokoff.

The bridge has a less conspicuous
brother, a stone sheep bridge from
the 16th century, which you will find
on the left bank, i.e. in the Podmokly
suburb, which has a picturesque shape
arching high above the Jílovský stream
– allegedly this was built in order to
allow the crossing of the river by sheep
while preventing some penny-pinching
farmers, who did not donate any money
for the construction of the bridge, from
riding their carts over the river. And
another unique feature I have forgotten
about – the only preserved synagogue in
the Sudetenland, a wonderful building
in a pseudo-oriental style combined
with ornamental Art Nouveau – a venue
for concerts, exhibitions or just for quiet
contemplation. And naturally, the building of
the Děčín Museum, originally a hunter’s manor
and the seat of the administration of the ThunHohenstein family. The structure is interesting
in itself; however it is also filled to the roof with
many very interesting exhibits. Naturally its
greatest attraction is the famous exhibition on
the Development of Ship Transport on the Elbe
with tens of models and the helm room in
which you can try to operate a ships’ wheel…

Bohemian Switzerland

SATISFY YOUR BODY
AND SOUL
Oh, I knew this would happen – there is so much
to write about and so little space. Well, now
some advice for tourists. Firstly, transport –
quite luxurious. Would you like to take a tourist bus right into the heart of the National
Park? Or a bus for cyclists going to the very
peak of the Děčínský Sněžník mountain?
And what about water
transport? You can go by
ferry to Hřensko or even
to Saxony, or you might try
the aforementioned rafting
that will take you through
one of the most beautiful
canyons in Europe? No? So
train it is then! The railway
line through the National
park,
which
was
re-opened last year,
from Děčín over Bad

www.idecin.cz

Schandau and Sebnitz to Dolní Poustevna,
Mikulášovice and further, all the way to Rumburk? And what about by bike? This area is a paradise for cyclists. The Elbe route from Prague
to Hamburg passes through the most beautiful
natural resorts in the area. Moreover it links up
with the central Ploučnice cycling route here,
and a little further on is a town with an arterial
Krušnohorská cycling route meaning you can
go all the way to Benešov nad Ploučnicí or to
the vicinity of the spa town of Karlovy Vary. I
guess one doesn’t have to emphasise that Děčín
is an ideal starting point for trekking and cycling
trips into the Bohemian Switzerland national
park, the entire area around the Šluknov Hook
or, in the opposite direction, to the town-like
rocky formation in Tisá, to the lookout tower
on the table mountain of Děčínský Sněžník,
to Saxon Switzerland, or, if you go south, to
the Czech Central Highlands. What’s that you
say – too far? All right, then you can amble
around the town. You can easily reach such
observation points as the eye-catching views of
the Shepherd’s wall and the top of Kvádrberk
hill, walk along Rose ridge (Růžový hřeben)
above the Elbe valley to the most beautiful
view on the Elbe river – the stone belvedere
(Belvedér), to lookout towers on Chlum hill or
on Sokolí vrch hill… However, a tourist needs
a place to sleep and eat. Again, Děčín is well
prepared. From four-star hotels in the town and
its surroundings to hostels, boarding houses
and camps – all of this is available. And gastronomy? Again an entire range of facilities,
even restaurants, among the best in the country – for instance the Ostrov hotel, the Tunel
restaurant in the town centre, the U fořta inn
in Mezní Louka or the greatest hit of last season, Kristin hrádek, a restaurant specialising in
game meat located in total seclusion in the middle of the woods (in 2015 it ranked as second
in the prestigious Maurer selection!); there are
also other pubs and restaurants with typical
Czech cuisine, as well as Italian and global cuisine. And what about cafés? There are three
great ones! The spa café (Lázeňská kavárna) in
the former town baths under the chateau, Tao
Tao located a short distance from the Shepherd’s wall or Hajja Café in the most tasteful,
in my view, shopping centre in the country (the
Děčín brewery) – which, by the way, is where
you can find the Brewery restaurant (Pivovarská restaurace) with excellent cuisine and even
its own mini brewery! So, the space on this
page has been filled just as I was going to write
about… Well, you’ll have to discover it for yourself.
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Towards the Earth’s Core Looking for Treasures

Towards the Earth’s Core Looking for Treasures

In the shoes of a miner
This experience, which I would recommend to any curious person regardless of their interests and
preferences, is intense, surprising and even fascinating. I’m inviting you to join me on a miner’s shift during
which you’ll feel as if you were in a genuine mine shaft. In recent years people have lost interest in miners.
The previous heroes of the people are nowadays viewed as potentially unemployed. I can guarantee that
having seen the amazing interactive exhibition at the Technical Museum of the Ore Mountains Region
(Podkrušnohorské technické museum) near the town of Most you will leave feeling sure that miners are
certainly heroes of a kind.

SPIRIT IN THE MACHINE
Sentences composed of miners slang words do
not usually make sense, even to Czech speakers.
That is to say, miners are a peculiar people with
their own language, customs, traditions and
humour. On the premises of the former Julius III
mining shaft, where mining ended in 1992, you
will have the chance to see more of their life
than anywhere else. The first surprise will be
that the Most region, an area of surface mining,
is in fact a region of mine shafts. They were here
a long time before surface mining and there are
many more of them than there
are surface mining locations. Nowadays, only one
such mine is in operation,
the Centrum mine, and
even so the production
of this mine is declining
and mining is approaching
its end. Here are the last
three mining towers and
in about twenty years
nothing
may
remain in the area
to remind us
of its underground mining
past. And this
is exactly what
the local exhibition is trying
to
prevent.
Although
I
would
not
like
you
to
think
that this
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location is on the fringe
of interest – this museum
is one of the most frequented ones in the Ústí
region with an annual
attendance of up to
12,000 visitors from all
over the world. What
can we see here then?
As soon as you enter
the premises you will
notice the exhibition
of mining machinery.
Gigantic monsters sit
here quietly after years
of heavy service. You
can climb onto them
and believe me: the view
from the cab of a huge
bulldozer is hard to beat.
Then the remarkable
tour in search of coal starts. One of the four
great guides will lead you along the route that
the miners used to take every day when going
to work, which was divided into three eighthour shifts. First you will find yourselves in
a bathroom with chains hanging from the ceiling where you can change your clothes, then
you pass by a spot where about ninety miners
would meet, have one last cigarette (smoking
was not possible in the shaft), listen to the daily
plan from the foreman and then go to the lamp
room. Here, every miner got a lamp, a helmet,
a belt and a self-rescue breathing apparatus
with a mask (one should not get further than
five metres from it and the oxygen would last
for 45 minutes) and filled his flask with water
from a soda water machine, since not a drop
of drinkable water could be found in the shaft,
and went through a procedure involving three

ADVENTURE IN THE SHAFT
The authenticity of this exhibition is really convincing. As soon as you enter the shaft you’ll find
yourself in a different world. Even though it is
true that the cage will not take you 180 metres
underground since the shafts are simulated on
the surface, the illusion is quite perfect. It’s as
noisy as hell – the conveyors rumble and clatter,
faint light unveils the main corridor and chambers. This is because we are in the part dedicated
to the older type of underground mining – chamber mining. Individual chambers used to lead in
perpendicular directions from the corridor. After
blasting the chamber, operators would manually
rake the blasted coal from the chambers towards
the conveyor using shovels and heavy rakes. The
yield was about 40 %. Coal would sometimes
break off in large lumps and miners would be
buried underneath it. In front of you, the oldest wooden cart from the Maršál Koněv mine

TIP

metal strips. The first strip would be exchanged
for snack, the second would be handed over
to the foreman and the third would be left in
the lamp room. After the shift all the three metal
strips would have to be left hanging on a hook.
This procedure was to ensure that nobody
was left in the shaft. This system was gradually
replaced with smart cards; however the principle remained the same. Then we set out for
the places where miners wouldn’t go. This was
the exclusive domain of the machine operator,
who was a man with great responsibility highly
respected by everybody. The machine room was
the heart of the mine since this was the spot
from which the lifts in both shafts were operated – the one to go down and to take the people with carts filled with coal up to the surface
again and the one used for material transport
into the mine. The machine operator would
sit in his armchair and control a gigantic steam
powered machine. This one is a European rarity.
It was manufactured in 1891 and had 576 horsepower. The machine operator and a signal man,
who sat in the mining tower, could not see one
another and communicated exclusively through
signals and sliding metal pointers. The man
watching over the lives of people would focus
on the speedometer and control the speed of
the cages – people would descend at a speed
of 4–6 m/s and coal would travel up at 6–12 m/s.
This piece of industrial art was fully functional
as late as 1992 and today steps are being taken
to bring it back to life. If I tell you that I stood
in front of it for ten minutes as if were a large
sculpture in a gallery, you might not believe me,
but when you see it for yourselves the same
might just happen to you.

Ore Mountains

If you are interested in ore mining, which has
existed in the Ore Mountains since medieval
times, visit a shaft in one of the following
locations – Měděnec, Krupka or Mikulov.
The Lehnschafter shaft in Mikulov is probably
the most authentic one. Visitors are guided
through mining corridors from the 14th to
the 16th century and have the option to watch
the ore washing process and see a mining
machine driven by a water wheel. But
beware: do not expect any sterile comfort
for visitors – you will find yourself in a real
medieval mining shaft.

emerges from the gloom and the next moment
you almost bump into a mobile toilet on rail
wheels. The only thing you have to imagine for
yourself is the devilish heat – the miners would
work naked, wearing only a leather apron. And
then the explosion. Smoke is coming out of
the corridor. The simulation of the blast is almost
too real. A strange pipe on the wall blows out
life-saving air that elbows its way through never-settling dust. When passing under the steel
frames reinforced with solid wooden timbering
on the sides you will be mesmerised by a cone
forming clay cutting machine. The cones from
the machine would be used to seal the holes for
the explosive charges. In disbelief you can touch
the dormant boring head of the chamber cutter
loader and then you’ll learn about trial probes
that were used to determine whether there was
any quicksand in the coal seam. But now you are
entering the exhibition about more modern wall
mining. A wall cutter loader scratches coal from

the side wall and remarkable metal shields cover
the ceiling and prevent the coal from rolling
over your back. The yield is 90 %. The conveyor
rumbles, the carts bump into each other, only
the manly shouts are missing, but after a while I
can hear them anyway… Then in silence you can
go through a very interesting exhibition about
rescue technology, with all the equipment and
aids that were there to save lives, and then an
exhibition dedicated to ore mining. The surface mining exhibition is not over yet; however
it’s quite possible that one day you will stand
face to face with the largest excavator that
has ever extracted coal from the earth here in
the Ore Mountains. And you know what? Forget
everything that you have read so far and come
and see it for yourself. There is no match for
experiencing it for yourself.

HOW TO GET THERE
The Technical Museum of the Ore Mountains
Region (Podkrušnohorské technické
museum) is open in high season from
Tuesday to Sunday. To get to there, turn right
off the road going from Most to Litvínov
after about two kilometres and pass under
the viaduct. The tour takes about two hours.

www.krusne-hory.org
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The
Štětsko
Peaks of the Czech Central Highlands

The Peaks of the Czech Central Highlands

Put on the crown of the Czech Central Highlands
Everybody knows the crown of the Himalayas but only few can try it on. The fourteen highest mountains
on planet Earth, the fourteen mountains reaching an altitude of over eight thousand metres and only
fifteen people who managed to climb them without oxygen apparatus. They would probably find the crown
of the Czech Central Highlands a laughing matter… Or maybe not. These people can appreciate the beauty
of nature wherever it is and at whatever heights they have to climb. And it is beyond doubt they would be
enchanted by the Czech Central Highlands. The thing is that it has no equal in the world. This is a peculiar
grouping of hills - they are unique. No far stretching mountain ridges; each hill is a solitary formation with
its own secret. Seven peaks exceed 700 metres above sea level. One could definitely put together a chart
of the fourteen highest subjects of the queen Milešovka but that’s not a task for us. We’ll look at another
fourteen peaks and climb them, not because of their height, but because of their secrets.
1

Milešovka
– the observation deck of
the Queen of the Mountains
Naturally we have to start with Her Highness
Milešovka mountain. We can climb the mountain from Bílka, Černčice, Milešov or Velemín and
the trip is always enchanting. The ascent along
steep rocky roads and through unyielding tree
groves to get to a view from an altitude of 836
and a half metres is impressive – and this is true
in any weather because when you can’t see you
can at least sense the atmosphere. By the way,
the local meteorological observatory here has
been monitoring weather for more than 110 years.

2

Bořeň – the devil’s hill

This very elegant hill within the sight of Louny
is probably hiding some special microclimate
because the local thermic streams are quite
unique and attract flyers of all categories. This
two-headed bald beauty is the host to rare
steppe flora and, together with the opposite hill
of Oblík, forms the southern gate of the Central
Highlands. The view is perfect – not a single tree
stands in the way.

3

Hradišťany
– a fortified settlement over
two thousand years old
From Třebívlice or Kostomlaty you can get up to
the spacious peak plateau of the second highest
hill in the Central Highlands (752 metres above
sea level). In a kidney-shaped meadow you
will find the stone ruins of a fortification. This
place feels powerful even today. But beware
of nettles; there is an entire army of them. Take
a machete with you, you may need it.

If Milešovka is the Queen, Hazmburk mountain
looming over the village of Klapý is the other
part of the royal couple. Its silhouette is definitely the most attractive and the best known.
The ascent is easy and you will be rewarded
with a spacious castle area with two towers,
Black and White. You can climb the White tower
and feast your eyes on the views.

Oltářík – the fort
of a Hussite commander
6

Radobýl
– the hill of the poet Karel
Hynek Mácha
11

It is less than five kilometres from Litoměřice to
the peak of Radobýl, a hill the shape of which
was formed by basalt surface mining. The gaze
that the greatest Czech romantic poet cast
upon the Elbe valley from here was his last one.
He saw a fire and ran into the town where, while
participating in putting out the fire, he drank
some bad water… But you do not have to hurry
and can take your time to let your eyes wander
through the landscape.

A basalt dome accessible from Třebívlice
and Vlastislav which is crowned with a rock
tower gate, the only remnant of a fort of
the influential Hussite Jakoubek of Vřesovice.
Going round these romantic ruins you can see
far and wide. Magnificent.

7

Košťálov – a castle not
conquered by man but by
time
Directly behind the village of Třebenice looms
a lone hill on which are the dignified ruins of
a medieval castle, which even the Hussites
could not conquer – however, when its owner
abandoned it the castle went to seed. This is
one of the most frequented places in the Central Highlands. Why? It’s the views; they are
among the most beautiful in the region.

Ostrý – a brigand’s castle

To the south of Milešovka, accessible from
Milešov, Březno and Medvědice, this mountain
reaches an altitude of 553 metres above sea
level. It is a basalt hill crowned with the derelict
ruins of a Gothic castle. The vista is marvellous;
nevertheless one has to have eyes in the back
of their head as one never knows… The danger
of being assaulted by the spirits of the brigands
Paška and Pole, who, when alive, used to hold
up travellers on horseback between Milešovka
and Kletečná, is enormous.
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4

Hazmburk
– a King between two crowns
8

9

Raná – a paradise
for aeronauts

One of the two most mysterious hills in the Central Highlands is accessible from the villages
of Sutom and Bílinka. However you may only
discover the secret of this hill in winter when
devilish cracks, i.e. natural thermal vents, blow
out hot air so the grass around the mouth is
green despite the snow and frost.

Lovoš
– the central viewpoint
10

This very elegant hill within the sight of Louny
is probably hiding some special microclimate
because the local thermic streams are quite
unique and attract flyers of all categories. This
two-headed bald beauty is the host to rare
steppe flora and, together with the opposite hill
of Oblík, forms the southern gate of the Central
Highlands. The view is perfect – not a single tree
stands in the way.

12

Říp – with Forefather
Čech towards a rotunda
The advanced guardian of the Central Highlands, like a lone helmet sitting on the flat land,
like a table above which dragons used to fly
from time immemorial, the symbol of the Czech
nation – the mountain of Říp is the last stop
on our pilgrimage in search of the crown
of the Czech Central Highlands. First you go
through a linden tree alley starting in the village of Rovná and then upwards along the road
which the mythical Forefather Čech and his
entourage trudged up a long time ago – we
reach a lovely tourist lodge, then a rotunda, and
a walk further on – the hill used to be bare but
now it’s covered with trees. The mecca for all
Czechs.

Plešivec – the icy sorcerer

If Boreč is the mouth of hell, Plešivec is
the breath of the sorcerer from the icy mountains. The peak, which can be reached along
the wonderful Hlinná – Kamýk educational path,
is almost covered with large seas of rock and
slopes of broken stone. At the foot of the largest of them you will find ice pits. Yes, natural
vents again, but this time the other way round.
Even in a hot summer the cracks let out icy air
and snow and ice are present as late as June.

13

Sedlo – the shortest ridge
path in the world
The ridge from one peak of Sedlo hill to the other
is less than one and a half kilometres long. You
can climb this, the highest hill of the northern
part of the Czech Central Highlands (726 metres
above sea level.), from Liběšice, Úštěk or Libín.
You will meet peculiar stone figures and groupings, strange trachybasalt rock formations, and

Czech Central Highlands

14

Boreč – the mouth of hell

Lovoš hill, bald like the head of an old man, is
a dominant feature of the town of Lovosice,
towering over the ruins of Oparno castle. It is
very generous in terms of views that it offers.
For the first time you will see the silvery serpentine body of the Elbe river, while being able to
look over most of the Central Highlands.

5

when you ascend to the mentioned rugged
ridge you will be surprised. Such a strange experience and such an intoxicating view.

www.ceskestredohori.info

Crowning the mountain
conquerors
Now I would like carry out a ceremony crowning your efforts and put an imaginary crown on
your head for having climbed all of the fourteen
proud hills of the Czech Central Highlands…
but this wouldn’t be fair. You will have to do
the walking. Rest assured, you will not regret
a minute of it. You will see the peaks from
below and the valleys and other peaks from
above, you will get to know the secrets of this
picturesque corner of the earth and you’ll learn
that there are other hills here you haven’t been
to: Sovice and Vrkoč and Vrabinec and Kletečná
and Litýš and Kalich and… They are countless
in number and each one of them hides a secret
that will reveal itself only to those who make it
to the top.
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A Beautiful Phantom on the Moon

Jezeří Chateau

The indescribable
beauty of Jezeří
Chateau

THE PRINCE’S DISMAY

Any talk about the surreal chateau of Jezeří is in fact useless. There is only one way – go and see it
for yourself. You can be sure that you’ll see something that you can’t see anywhere else in the world
and that you’ll leave feeling deeply affected by the experience. Jezeří is Gulliver’s Laputa floating
over the strange moon-like surface mining landscape. It is a Baroque jewel of the highest quality. It
is a mysterious, mesmerising and unique place. Enough is enough – I give up. I could drown myself
in superlatives. Perhaps the only thing I can offer you is a collection of stories and experiences.

It is the year 1991 and His Royal Highness Prince
Charles of Wales is leaning against the stone
banister of one of the terraces of Jezeří chateau.
With disbelief he is looking over the endless valley, which has been transformed into a surface
mining pit (called the Czechoslovak Army Mine),
and he is not quite sure whether this is a nightmare or reality. The chateau has no doors or windows, the roofs have caved in, there are heaps
of rubble inside, and the park is lost in overgrown
vegetation which prevents passage through it.
Soon after the end of the Second World War
the Communist party and government decided
that the working people needed coal and not
aristocratic buildings. Gigantic excavators were
getting closer to the chateau year by year.
The machines swallowed meadows, forests,
villages. They were about to bite into the very
slope on which the chateau is built. Forget about
the chateau was the clear order of the day.
Do not write about it, do not study it, and do
not take photos. Jezeří was simply reduced to
the abbreviation ZUKL – i.e. chateau meant for
liquidation. To be precise: it was expected to
collapse on its own through being abandoned.
Well, it did not. At the beginning of the new millennium works began to rescue it. Nowadays, it
is technically stabilised much better than many
chateaus that look to be in a better condition, it
has doors, windows, trusses, roofs… It is alive.
And it still holds many secrets since its walls have
experienced many fantastic events…

THE BIRTH OF NEW MUSIC

A GARDENER’S
ENCHANTMENT
A young novice of the art of gardening, a certain
Karel Němec, unpacked those few things which
he had brought with him to Jezeří chateau,
sat at a table and started writing a letter to his
mother, the writer Božena Němcová. “Mother,
the place is beautiful beyond description. The
story about Jezeří is true – the place offers
a vista of the most beautiful landscape I have
ever seen.“ We are in the 1850s and the beautiful
landscape which the young gardener could
see from the chateau terraces was called St.
Mary’s landscape by local people at the time.
It was an endless garden skirted by the hills
and mounds of the Czech Central Highlands.
The view from the valley towards the chateau
is just as enchanting. There is the massive wall
of the Ore Mountains and at the foot of Jánský
hill there is a pearl set in the emerald tiara
of the mountains. Jezeří chateau is visible
from a huge distance – from the Doupovské
mountains as well as from the town of Teplice.
No other chateau in the Czech Republic is such
a dominant feature of the countryside as this
one. And it is not so much a petty pearl but
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We find ourselves in the times just after the beginning of the 19th century. Elegant guests gather in
the marvellous chateau theatre – they are guests
of Count Joseph Francis Maxmilian Lobkowicz, the first duke of Roudnice, a major general
of the Austrian army and a holder of the Order
of the Golden Fleece. Jezeří is one of his residential chateaus. He is a talented violinist and cellist
and has an expressive voice. He loves music and
is a generous patron (his family think too generous) of many causes. The today’s concert is

rather a big one. One of the largest Baroque
chateaus in the country with a length of ninety
meters! In the days of Němec it was encircled by
lovely French terraced gardens with fountains
and fountains, there was a splendid English
park below the chateau – it was also said to be
the most beautiful in the country. Originally it
was a Gothic castle that was later converted to
a Renaissance chateau; the last reconstruction
was in the Baroque style. Itwas pure Baroque
with no later alterations.

an exceptional one – and that is telling because
Jezeřís’ walls have seen many a man and many
an occurrence. There are members of the Emperor’s family, the highest European nobility,
men of letters, musicians, military commanders… Today is the day of the first performance
of the new symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven
to which Francis Maxmilian contributed a large
donation. The Eroica symphony has been composed
as a tribute to Napoleon
and dedicated to Lobkowicz
(the same will be later true
of the Fate symphony and
the Pastoral symphony).
The guests are seated and
the concert begins. The first
two monumental accords
explode with the sound
of violins and the planet
shakes. Music will never
be the same again. Classicism hands over the reins
to Romanticism. Beauty
makes way for dynamics,
passion, heart and human
imagination at all costs.
And this happened here, at
Jezeří chateau.

THE AUTHOR’S
EXCITEMENT
It is the sixteenth year of the third millennium
and I’m standing in the courtyard of the chateau in Jezeří. I’m rather excited as I know that
the article I’m going to write may or may not
persuade the reader to come to this place. I have
been on a tour of light and darkness, the crossing
of the light axes, the omnipresent symbols, wandering through this chateau of almost inhuman
dimensions. Tall corridors are slim and spectral,
the views through the corridors and staircases
are refined, and the remains of frescos and wall
decorations are intoxicating. I’m enchanted
even though I know that I’ve only seen a fraction
of the two hundred rooms. I hold my breath in

the astonishing theatre and in the mysterious
chapel. The mirror hall without mirrors – but still
one can feel them around you. Apartments ranging in style from early Baroque to the pre-war
style of the twentieth century. An ingenious system of heating, bathrooms, toilets. Observation
terraces. And again: corridors and staircases.
Princely stables and kennels. As if hypnotised,
I’m listening to stories and
information from a wonderful guide and have
the intense feeling that I
can go back in time to any
period I choose. When
you come here for yourself, and I believe that you
will, after a few steps you
will realise that in this chateau things work differently. What matters is not
the furniture, beds and
antlers. Here you become
a part of the story of these
walls, the walls which are
shabby and battered, and
after a while you’ll see
them as being beautiful
again, as they used to be,
a story begins to unfold
in your imagination and
you just wonder and walk
on and on… The tour
route through Jezeří chateau is a journey through
the history of the settlement that will immediately become your host and the hero of your stories. With fascination you’ll listen to the history
of the local relics, of a splendid copper bust of an
unknown Saint from the period of Charles IV
(which can be seen in the exhibition in the Lobkowitz Palace in the Prague Castle complex),
of the relic of a thorn from the Christ’s crown
certified by a Pope, which may be hidden somewhere in the endless recesses of the chateau,
which overpowers you just as love, an illness or
a curse may do, and one has to come back to once
again experience the mysterious and unearthly
feeling, the atmosphere and even the apocalyptic view from the terraces of the hellish pit below
you. One can but hope that the chateau will one
day get what it deserves (at the moment it is not
even classified as a National cultural monument!)
and the walls will shine again with richly gilded
paintings, and that once the dust, cracks and
shabbiness are gone the fascination, the secrets,
the mystery will remain and the unique genius
loci will be preserved… And so I’m standing
here hoping to find the words that will convey at
least the idea of the mystery and inconspicuous
beauty of this place which will capture your interest and give you the desire to pay a visit.

TIP
If you are a fan of chateaus in action, once
a year at the end of the season, always
around Halloween, you have the option
to watch ghosts come back to life at Jezeří.
On the premises of the chateau, which are
mysterious enough on their own, a flock
of very eerie monsters and creatures of all
kinds romps and capers around the buildings.

Ore Mountains

www.zamek-jezeri.cz
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Three brand new Expeditions

Three brand new Expeditions

Roads returning to the landscape
The very first human interventions into the landscape were roads. Thanks to them, the landscape would
begin to be transformed into a cultural landscape, in other words a landscape which is affected by the activity
and lives of people. Clear-cutting and later the construction of roads have been accompanying mankind
throughout history. Therefore, roads are one of our oldest memories. However it seems as if the 20th century
was a period of global forgetting – at least in developed countries. Asphalt roads and highways became
crucial and ancient roads, paths and trails were becoming overgrown and disappearing. However, recently
we have wisely been returning to these ancient roads. Once again we are treading these paths and putting
them back on maps. At least this has been true for Bohemian Switzerland for some time. Ancient church,
burial, smuggling and merchant paths are coming back to life, tempting us to take a trip back in time. Let us
set out on four brand new marked tourist routes. You’ll soon see that they’re worth your time.

THROUGH WIDE
MEADOWS UNDER
STUDENEC MOUNTAIN
The journey starts in the square in the town
of Chřibská. After you’ve been to the picturesque museum of the world-renowned botanist
and traveller Thaddäus Haenke (a must-see!)
place yourself in the care of the green markers
and follow the flow of the Chřibská Kamenice
river. The road will take you through a paradise
of Upper Lusatian houses, the route of which
was only used by local people until recently.
You will come across the Na Stodolci boarding
house, which has a reputation all over the country for its excellent cuisine and wonderful Lišák
beer, which is not available anywhere else. Having passed through an alley of young trees, you
will get to a meadow that might force you to
sit you down. In other words, it’s quite likely
that you will not be able to resist the temp-

tation to sit on the grass and stay for a while,
as this meadow is considered to be one of the
most beautiful in all of Bohemian Switzerland.
The view of the forested ridge of Studenec hill
and Černý vrch hill, of the narrow strip of trees
lining a brook, and of the ocean of rippling
grass threaded with the impressionist colours
of flowers is a comforting one. When leaving
the meadow, probably reluctantly, you will be
swallowed up by a forest, and after a while you
will reach a path descending towards the village of Studený. There, the green route links up
with a red one and you can take a turn either
to the left, where the path will take you to
the peak of Studenec, crowned with a lookout
tower, or to the right, and you’ll be heading for
the charming Pavlino valley. If you go straight
ahead you will find yourself on an educational
trail developed by local enthusiasts and dotted
with religious monuments.
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THE PLAINS AROUND
THE VILLAGE OF VŠEMILY
Tentokrát vyjděte z Jetřichovic. Od naučné
stezky Jetřichovické stěny sem „přitéká“
modrá značka, připojte se na ni u informačního
střediska a stoupejte stezkou podél pískovcových skal ke Grieselovu kříži. Odtud vás značka
povede krajem lesa až na úchvatnou náhorní
planinu, tak řečená všemilská folga, geograficky správně Všemilskou planinu. Budete
kráčet jakoby odříznuti od světa s jediným,
zato doslova magických bodem na obzoru,

zdejší čedičovou Fudžijamou, dominantním
Růžovským vrchem. Tady snad sídlí sám Klid. Až
se jím dosyta naplníte, sestoupáte lesem do Všemil, kde nezapomeňte odbočit k jedinečné
skalní kapli, a dál se nechte vést kolem starého
hřbitova, kterému skupina zdejších osvícených
lidí navrací důstojnost, mezi pevnůstkami
hraničního opevnění, strmou roklí na pláň nad
Filipovem, kde vám vyrazí dech zase úplně jiný
druh výhledů, a pak dál až do České Kamenice,
pozoruhodného historického města s nádhernou poutní mariánskou kaplí s ambitem.

IN SEARCH
OF BOHEMIAN-SAXON
VIEWS
By the grace of the National park railway you
can easily reach the town of Dolní Poustevny.
Follow the yellow markers leading from the railway station through the lovely woods past
the Maxova Bouda boarding house to the border with Saxony and further on all the way to
the Pillar of salt at Gerstenberg with its plaque
commemorating Christian Augusta Nagel,
a famous German surveyor and the creator
of the Saxon trigonometric system, and on to
the hilltops above Rugiswalde and the area
of meadows to Ungerberg, the destination
of our journey, with its hospitable tourist lodge,
with its lookout tower seventy five metres
high which provides a really intoxicating view
of the whole of Bohemian and Saxon Switzer-

HOW TO GET THERE

THROUGH
THE VALLEY
OF THE BÍLÝ POTOK
STREAM HEADING
TOWARDS ROCKS
This time start in the town
of Mikulášovice, namely at the pretty
Horní nádraží railway station.
Trains only go through this station
on weekends. You will be led by
the green markers. (But I have
a tip for those who don’t want
to miss anything. Turn left right
behind the rails along an unmarked
path that will take you, after five
hundred metres, to the blue markers
which lead to plateau meadows, to
a place that used to be called Pietsch hill with
an absolutely fascinating view of the entire region
– a lovely spot. Then the blue markers, if you turn
right, connect up with our green markers again
after a while). You will be descending through
a forested area into a ravine until you reach
the state frontier – on the German side of the
stream you will come across the yellow Saxon
Hinterhermsdorfer Rundweg markers, which
will take you through the wonderful rocky valley
of the Bílý potok stream to the point where
it flows into the Křinice river. There you will
easily find a link that will take you to the Czech
side of Brtnický bridge in the area of the former

Chřibská – Studený
along the green tourist route: 5 km
Jetřichovice – Česká Kamenice
along the blue tourist route: 10 km
Dolní Poustevna – Ungerberg
along the yellow tourist route: 5 km
Mikulášovice Horní nádraží – Kyjov
along the green, yellow and red routes: 10 km

TIP

settlement of Zadní Doubice. The three-colour
route culminates here – after the green and
yellow markers the red markers now take over
(turn left). Before you reach the village of Kyjov
you will walk through the charming Kyjovské
valley of the Křinice river, where it is quite
common to catch a glimpse of a black stork and
where each step promises a spot so picturesque
that one feels like becoming a painter, at least
for a moment. Enjoy some excellent food in
Kyjov in the Kyjovská terasa restaurant and then
take a bus on to wherever you like.

Having mentioned the National park railway
I would like to point out that on weekends
you can make the route from Děčín
to Rumburk more interesting. Just change
trains in Mikulášovice to a line leading over
the settlements of Brtníky (the starting
point for a trip to the romantic Kyjovské
valley of the Křinice river), Panský (from
here it is a short way to the lookout tower
on Vlčí hora hill), Zahrady (a place with
a unique Kögler geological map) to the town
of Krásná Lípa, where you can finish the trip
with the interactive exhibition at the House
of Bohemian Switzerland.

land. The yellow markers end here, however
you can use the entire network of the Saxon
tourist routes and set out, for instance, for
the town of Sebnitz (and if you get there don’t
miss the Museum of artificial flowers), which is
in fact directly next to the town of Dolní Poustevny, so we have completed a full circle.

Bohemian Switzerland

www.ceskesvycarsko.cz
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First-hand experience of farming
Ecological farming is hard work. But still the number of farmers who
endeavour to grow crops and breed animals in accordance with
the natural order of nature is growing. However, they have to work
extremely hard as the basis of their business is not to cash in on the soil
and their animals as much as possible with no regard for what happens
after they are gone. And consideration and responsibility in relation
to this planet do not pay off much in this world in the current times. In
fact, it is up to us whether we let things slide and satisfy ourselves with
industrially produced, chemically fertilised and genetically modified
food and the products of large companies or whether we overcome our
laziness and go shopping beyond the edge of our housing estates and
therefore help these wonderful organic producers. It pays off in several
ways – apart from a good feeling and excellent products, we can also
have extraordinary and fascinating experiences.

THE AGRICULTURAL
SAFARI OF THE LNĚNÍČEK
FAMILY
Martin and Zdenka Lněníčeks are farmers in
the lovely village of Nepomyšl na Podbořansku.
Martin grew up here and has always been drawn
to agriculture – at the time when his peers
frequented discos he was breeding rabbits. He
was lucky because he met Zdenka. Although
a child of a town housing estate she has loved
horses and nature since her childhood, which
led to her studies in natural sciences. Fifteen
years ago they took up the family tradition
(in Nepomyšl many people bear the surname
of Lněníček and many of them are farmers),
Martin remembered the pieces of advice from
his granddad and they started their farming
business. They did it the old fashioned way, in
the spirit of his granddad. Their farm (Stateček

u Lněníčků) is a remarkably hospitable and
friendly place. The couple manages forty five
hectares and have turned it into a naturally
varied landscape, using their ‘land plot system’
as they call it. Their fields have a six-year sowing
plan with successive seasons of fallow land,
alfalfa fields, fields with demanding vegetables
and fields of carrots and onions – and all in order
to be certain that the soil can recover and yield
crops in a natural cycle. In their extra time they
start orchards, plant lines of trees around roads,
look after the meanders of the Dolánecký stream
and nurse their “Island” in the middle of their
farming land by not interfering with it at all. This
biotope is rich in bushes and herb undergrowth
and provides an excellent environment for
insects, small animals and rare flora – for
instance the endangered pasqueflower. You
can buy one hundred per cent healthy root and
onion vegetables, pumpkins, courgettes from
them, but also apples, plums, eggs, poultry and
other seasonal products from local domestic
animals. The Lněníčeks often receive visits from
children from local schools and kindergartens –
and they enjoy it very much. By the way, if you
make an appointment in advance you can pay
a visit to the farm too – it is best in a large group
of several families together. And what awaits
you? An agricultural safari. If this term does
not make much sense to you, let me give you
a hint: Martin starts up a tractor, attaches a low
trailer and sets out on a tour at a devilish speed
of 10 kilometres per hour. Children sit on the
tractor and the trailer and seek out the animals.
They may find various species – horses, cows,

goats, sheep, geese, hens, cats, dogs, bees…
The tractor stops at each animal, the animal
is talked about and the children have direct
contact with it. Then it is time to milk the goats
and cows – and you, even as adults, can have
a go at it and see what it’s like to hear natural
milk trickling into a bucket. For many children
this is a shock: for the first time they realise
that milk is not manufactured, but milked from
animals. Then you can try to make cheese from
milk or have a look at a beehive: you will see
bees in honeycombs and learn that their life
goal is not actually to sting you to death. Adults
will find out what it’s like to cut grass with
a scythe. If you ask for permission you can also
put up a tent, but beware – it is a little bit rough,
no luxuries, but all the facilities are available in
the Lněničeks’ house and Zdenka is an excellent
cook… Everything takes place in peace, with
a smile, without stress. Try it for yourself and
you will see.

BEING A SHEPHERD
ON OBLÍK HILL FOR
A WEEKEND
Going from Louny to Most you will pass
through a lovely natural gate – Raná mountain
on the left, Oblík mountain on the right.
Un-forested, distinctive hills, something to feast
your eyes on. And, as you will see, the place can
satisfy other needs too. From a great distance
you will see a large building at the foot of Oblík
and will say spontaneously: “That place must be
beautiful.” Take a turn and go and have a look.
This spot is really lovely. Almost an unreal place
with a view far into the countryside. After all,
when Čech, the forefather of Czechs, talked
about the promised land on mount Říp, he
must have been looking in this direction. The
farm has been here from time immemorial,
the same is true for the breeding of sheep. For
six years now, this beautifully reconstructed
building has born the name ‘Statek Oblík’. The
sheep are still here, in fact one of the largest
flocks in the Czech Republic – seven hundred
heads! The farm manages two hundred
hectares of land under a consistent ecological
regime. The central focus for the management
is the sheep – the entire production of crops
has only one objective – to provide fodder for

sheep in winter. In summer they have enough
food in the local meadows and hills, however in
winter they have to be fed in a natural way and

HOW TO GET THERE
If you plan to visit the Lněníčeks’ farm make
a booking by phone +420 605 242 949 or by
email statecek@email.cz. A visit to Oblík is
possible without prior arrangement – daily
visits in the high season, on weekends
at other times. Tour programmes and
excursions should be arranged by phone
+420 725 666 242 or by email
info.ihfarm@gmail.com.

TIP
When shopping, remember that if you buy
a farm product in a chain store the farmer
will get only half of your hundred crowns
and after the costs are subtracted what
remains is fifteen crowns. If you buy directly
from a farm, 85 % of the sum is invested back
into the farm, animals and vegetables.
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so they get cereals which have been compacted
into flakes, hay or alfalfa forage. You may ask
how it is possible that sheep are here when
the entire area belongs to the Protected
Landscape Area of the Czech Central Highlands.
You will be surprised, but the main interest for
the conservationists is to motivate shepherds
to drive their herds right onto the protected
territory. To be more specific: there is no other
more natural way of preserving the diversity
of species in an environment than grazing.
A part of the herd is bred for meat, the other for
milk – by the way the cross-breeding of different
breeds for these purposes is done on a basis
that one might call scientific. And so the place
has a slaughterhouse, where butchers process
lamb meat, as well as a milk house where tasty
products are made from sheep’s milk and, at
the times when sheep do not
produce milk, cow’s milk is
bought from local small farms
and processed there too. The
place has a friendly shop that
offers, for instance, excellent
mature sheep cheese, fresh
cheeses, yogurts, tasty whey
and sheep kefir that you can
consume with bread from
the local oven. It’s a nice
place to take a seat and talk
about life. It’s an excellent
idea to spend an afternoon
here, allow yourself be
shown around the farm,
have a look in the stables
or see where the cheeses
mature. But there is also
one better programme
available – after all it was
awarded the title Regional

experience of the Lower Ohře river territory –
make a booking and come and be a shepherd
for a weekend. The morning starts in the milking
house, then you put sheep out to pasture
under the guidance of a professional shepherd
with sheep dogs, the afternoon is spent in
the milk house where you will try to prepare
your own yogurt for the next days’ breakfast,
the afternoon is spent in the slaughterhouse
where you can try to kill a lamb (if you have
enough courage) and then roast it on a grill at
sunset… Local comfortable apartments with
a kitchenette are great to sleep in; they also
plan to build a restaurant. You will probably be
surprised that all this can be managed by ten
people. Therefore everybody does whatever
job that’s required at any given moment. And
you can join them for a weekend.
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A trip
to Moldava
by historic train
JÁN HOTEL – ONE
SURPRISE AFTER
ANOTHER
To be frank, every spot in
the surroundings of the village of Moldava is lovely at
any time. The views in summer
when you travel on foot or by
bike, or on fascinating trails
for cross-country skiing in winter are all great. In such cases
it’s necessary to know about
place to relax. If you want my
advice go to the neighbouring
town of Nové Město in the Ore
Mountains and try the Ján
Hotel. You will be shocked –
at least I was. When you see
it from a distance and from
outside it looks like a typical
mountain lodge where you
would expect a peculiar pub
and rooms with simple beds.
As you get closer, a suspicion
arises that this time it might
be different. And then you
enter. The comfort hidden
behind the simple façade will
take your breath away. Grandiose, light and friendly space, modern interiors,
an open fireplace, a large bar, a saloon for fifty
people… The design is modest, harmonious in
colour, amicable. With your jaw still dropped
you reach the outside terraces that offer a relaxation area, a playground for children, a cage
with squirrels, a roofed retreat with a barbecue
and views of the meadows and forests of the
surrounding peaks. And again – the air, an inversion free zone, great for your lungs – simply put:
a fresh air health spa. It’s quite possible that you
will see a wedding taking place – the popularity
of the Ján Hotel among people getting married
has soared in recent years. But this isn’t the end
of the surprises. A pleasant and very good restaurant (which will be discussed later) occupies
a large part of the ground floor, the remaining
floors are reserved for hotel rooms. The standard of this hotel is much higher than one might
expect given the traditional appearance of this
Ore Mountains building. Separate facilities for
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A trip by train. Sounds quite romantic, doesn’t it? And if you add that we will be going along the Ore
Mountains line, also called the Teplice Semmering, a railway line completed in 1884, and that our
destination will be the Ore Mountains ridge and the village of Moldava, nobody will doubt that this is going
to be romantic. Just imagine – we will be travelling by train along a track that is a cultural monument
of the Czech Republic, we will climb slopes following the contours of the terrain, we will cross the deep
valley of the Bouřlivec stream along a lovely steel truncated railway bridge with a length of 145 metres
looking on the stream’s surface from a height of 34 metres. The train will climb four hundred metres
in altitude, which means that we will be climbing almost all the time. And there are tunnels to enjoy
too. The one after the Mikulov stop is S-shaped in order to avoid the medieval Lehnschafter ore shaft
in the centre of the hill. It will be an adventurous and poetic journey through a jagged and picturesque
landscape. In Moldava we will find ourselves in another world. Lovely plateau meadows, unrelenting
chunks of forest, long horizons with fascinating views – such is the gallery of beauty in the Ore Mountains,
all in one place. We will not linger there for long as we will set out on the educational trail of glass making
following the red markers. There is fourteen kilometres of walking through a rough landscape ahead of
us. We will follow the traces of medieval glass-makers and stop at five places known to have produced
glass as early as the 14th century. With lungs filled with clean mountain air and adrenalin in our
muscles we will naturally seek a place for repose where we can have a meal and
rest, or perhaps stay for a few days, since the place is so beautiful…

TIP

every room, a TV, comfortable and modern furniture made of solid wood, comfortable bathrooms. And this is just the first floor – one floor
above it there are exclusive two-storey apartments. The total capacity of forty five beds is
naturally ideal if you plan workshops or corporate events, which often take place here. As I
have said, the place will make your head spin,
but you’ll get used to it quickly. And when you
have recovered from the fact that the hotel has
a deceptive exterior but offers much more than
one would expect, there are still other “shocks”
to come. The first of them is the choice of spa
treatments – a sauna, massages, an outside
Jacuzzi. So, you have a key to your room in your
hand thinking that this place is mainly designed
for accommodation. But what if I want to go
crazy and want a slice of adrenaline? Again
the hotel has a surprise for you: if you make

an agreement with the hotel in advance they
can reserve a water walking ball, a bumper ball,
a kit for archery, water football, nordic walking,
paintball, a dog sled, four wheelers, a segway
PT, survival courses and more for you. Enough
is enough – the amount of activities could keep
us busy for a month!

RELAX BUT DON’T FORGET
ABOUT FOOD!
But let’s get back to the promised peace and
quiet. You are high in the mountains, on a ridge,
on the edge of a forest – lots of snow in winter, lots of sunshine in summer… The mobile
phone signal is good, the Wi-Fi is free of charge
and so if you prefer not to separate yourself
from civilization you don’t have to. The cycling

Ore Mountains

trips are wonderful but… alas, I’ve forgotten
to bring a bike with me. No problem – there is
a bicycle hire service and with it… no shabby
boneshakers but top-notch Scott brand bicycles. And look – they also offer scooters! And
if you’re more organised than I am and have
brought a bike with you, there is a bicycle shelter available. In fact, this is often how it goes
– cyclists go by the hotel, stop to have a lunch
and after becoming enchanted by the place
they stay in the hotel for a few days. I don’t
know about you, but I’m getting hungry. It’s
time to have a look at what the team of internationally experienced chef Robert Juhas has in
store for us. The restaurant is a pleasant place
to be in, we already know that. So what’s on
the menu…? The basis of the menu is traditional
Czech cuisine prepared in a modern spirit. Even
though we are in the mountains, most ingredi-

www.hoteljan.cz

ents are fresh, for breakfast you will get fresh
bakery products from the hotel oven. You can
start with traditional soups, for instance ‘kulajda’ (sour cream soup with potatoes) or garlic
soup, you can continue with “svíčková” (sirloin
in cream sauce and dumplings), the Ore Mountains goulash, and lean pork meat stuffed with
plums. Or you prefer game meat? Boar goulash
or tenderloin – very delicious. Or fish? A gently
cooked zander fillet or grilled fillet of mountain
trout. And my personal tip? Lamb knee on rosemary with garlic. The meat is excellent, crisp and
tender. Are you on a diet? You have to try one
of the salads. Are you not on a diet? Then round
it off with homemade pancakes or grandma’s
strudel – and you’ll feel like you’re in heaven,
which is in fact quite close. The Ján Hotel is simply the ideal base for trips around this beautiful
corner of the Ore Mountains.

As you go by the Ore Mountains railway
to Moldava and pass through Domaslavice
located beyond Osek and the Horní Háj
station, notice that there is an inconspicuous
guard house by the track. In 1885 Anička
Vlčková, the wife of the president Edvard
Beneš later known as Hana Benešová, was
born there. Why Hana and not Anna? The
president associated the name Anna with
an unfortunate romance of his youth and so
the bride had not only her surname but also
her first name changed during the marriage
ceremony. As far as the railway station in
Moldava is concerned, it was the place which
inspired the work of the writer Adolf Branald
in 1938. He wrote a book about it called
A Waltz from Lohengrin.
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Wine made with love
At the edge of the village of Třebívlice, with its wonderful background formed by the Czech Central Highlands,
within sight of the village of Košťálov and with a horizon enriched by Hazmburk mountain, is a place where
one of the most modern wine-making businesses in the Czech Republic was established not long ago.
The excellent JOHANN W wine, which you can buy there, reflects the tradition of many centuries of vineyards
around Litoměřice and pays a tribute to the last romance of Johann Wolfgang Goethe...

A SIP OF ROMANCE
Třebívlice will always be associated with Baroness Ulrika von Levetzow. She lived at the local
chateau for almost her entire life, namely seventy five years of ninety five. And if the village
is associated with Ulrika, Johann Wolfgang
Goethe must be mentioned too. He fell madly in
love with the seventeen year old Ulrika, which
would be normal if he was not fifty five years
older than her. It’s true that until her death
Ulrika denied his proposals, but on the other
hand she never got married. They both liked
wine. Ulrika was surrounded by vineyards in
Třebívlice and she had a glass of wine before
going to bed every day. Johann even owed his
life to wine. As the story told by his mother,
a wife of the Emperor’s councillor, goes, he was
born ‘without a sign of life’. So they put him in
a pan filled with warm wine, and after a while
the voice of Johann’s grandmother could be
heard in the house shouting: “He is alive!”

HOW TO GET THERE
The village of Třebívlice is located directly
on the road connecting Lovosice with Most
and the wine-making business is right next
to the turning leading to the village – you
can’t miss it.

TŘEBÍVLICE’S TERROIR
AND PHILOSOPHY
There are many factors that decide whether
a wine will be good or not, however two of
them are of the greatest importance – terroir
and the method of processing. The term ‘terroir’ does not just mean the soil and its properties, but also the climate, air and, last but not
least, the people who take care of the vineyard.
The Třebívlice chateau wine-making business
has four vineyards, all of them in the vicinity
on the slopes of the Ore Mountain uplands and
each of them has some specific features. For
instance, the most famous one on the slopes
of Hazmburk mountain – yes, this is the place
where most of exterior scenes for the second
year of the Czech Wine-makers series were
shot – has subsoil almost entirely composed of
basalt, while the nearby vineyard of Koskov has
subsoil mainly consisting of sandstone. Twenty
cultivars of wine are grown here. But remember
not every grape is left to ripen. This is connected
with processing. The local wine-makers adhere
to the philosophy of quality to which they give
preference over yields. Their demands are high
in the vineyard – the number of grapes on
a bush is gradually reduced and so only the best
are allowed to ripen. It’s true that this approach
reduces the yield to a third. The yield would be
higher if all grapes were ripened, but the quality would be compromised to a certain extent.

TIP
The place boasts a lovely restaurant!
There are actually two of them. It’s up
to you whether you prefer the intimate
atmosphere of Sklep restaurant or
the elegance of the Ulrika von Levetzow
restaurant, the interior of which is
dominated by distinctive chandeliers in
the style of the Biedermeier period. Next to
the restaurant interior there is a spacious
terrace with grand views of the surroundings.
The kitchen’s equipment would make many
a famous chef’s jaw drop – very modern
with its own facility for meat processing.
The meals are mostly made from local
products and pairing a meal with a specific
wine is the guiding principle here.

QUOTE
“ I have drunk, but have never thus relish’d
the bowl! For wine makes us lords, and
enlivens the soul, and loosens the trembling
slave’s tongue. Let’s not seek to spare
the heart-stirring drink, for though in
the barrel the old wine may sink, in its
place will fast mellow the young!“ Johann
Wolfgang Goethe
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And the local wine-makers, as I could see with
my own eyes, do not like compromises. For
instance, in the course of processing, the eleventh commandment, i.e. do not hurry, is strictly
observed. This means that wine needs time
for the process of fermentation and maturing.
The results are nice, to put it in an impartial way.

THE JOURNEY OF WINE
THROUGH A MODERN
CHATEAU
To put it simply: writing about wine is like talking about goulash. There is no other way but to
try it. Seriously – I advise you to pack your bags
and go to Třebívlice. It doesn’t matter how far
it is from your location because the experiences
that await you there are not available anywhere
else in the country. The people of Třebívlice are
very open. Their code of conduct is: come and
we’ll show you everything that you’re interested
in. And they are perfectly prepared. The very
project of the wine-making business was finetuned over two years. Then new construction
started – and I have not seen many buildings
in my life that would be created with such
precision and attention to detail. As the great
architect Mies van der Rohe used to say – God
is in detail. The building itself is a modern chateau. Not through its pomposity, but in its generosity and attention in detail. The walls are
covered with luxurious decorative tiles which
were made to order. Coffered ceilings, splendid doors, manually forged handles. When you
enter the local lobby you will feel as if you were
in a chateau. And you won’t find it to be a problem, as here every part has a well thought-out
and sophisticated function. And you’re going to
see all this in action. Just imagine – you arrive
here and they will show you around the facilities. What awaits you is a journey of wine
– an excursion through the entire business,
rounded off with wine tasting. We will start
outside at the machine that separates stems
and converts grapes into berries. By the way,
the stems are allowed to dry and are then taken
back to vineyards as mulch. And then you enter
the building and watch the berry ducts
and later wine ducts, you also come
across state-of-the-art wine-making
machines – first a supremely sophisticated press, then fermentation tanks with a clever system
of temperature regulation so

the maturing of the wine is controlled – simply
put: mind-boggling science. Then metal tanks
in which wine matures or splendid gigantic barrels of French oak, which are still very new but
can last almost forever, or smaller oak casks
that have to be replaced every three years to
be able to produce the wine to the right standard. Then you are guided to the bottling house
where wine is poured into bottles – again, this
is a Rolls-Royce among filling machines – and
so you can watch the journey of wine all the way to
it sitting in bottles until
the cellar master decides
that the wine can be provided with a stopper and
a label and packed into
boxes. At that time your
mouth will be watering and
you will be led into a room
lined in stone where you will
taste samples of selected
wines with an accompanying talk – food that
goes with it well will
also be provided.
Those who are
interested may
also watch a documentary about
the
wine-making
tradition
in
Třebívlice.
Then you move
on to the local
wine shop with
the entire range
of wines from
the Johann W
wine-making business. Here they
will advise you on
what wines to take
home with you.
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A magical triangle on

the borders

Within the five-year existence of this magazine, it has clearly showed
us that the readers of the Gate undoubtedly prefer the less well
known places, places lying off the main routes, regions where you’ll
experience the unexpected. This time I have an especially interesting
tip for you. It will take you to places that you might often miss on
your travels, directly into a magical world surrounded by Bohemian
Switzerland on one side and by the Lusatian Mountains on the other.

TAKE A TURNING TO GAIN
A NEW EXPERIENCE
As you ride along the road from Česká Lípa,
in the direction of Rumburk, and cross over
the legendary winter trouble-maker, a ridge
colloquially known as Šébr (read as “shebr”),
you’ll come to a roundabout and should go
straight ahead. However, there is something
magical if you turn to the left… Or if you are
coming from Chřibská and in Rybniště, you
naturally follow the main road and turn left in
the direction of Krásná Lípa. However if you,
just for once, go straight ahead… Well, if you
turned left in the first case or went straight
ahead in the second, you would get to Jiřetín
pod Jedlovou. Does the name sound ordinary?
Then you are mistaken: you have just entered
a magical place where the Elbe sandstones hit
a phonolite barrier that is technically called
the Lusatian disturbance. This fortification,
with the Lusatian hills watching over you, is
dignified and elegant – from Malý Stožec hill
across Jedlová hill to the highest mountain
of Pěnkavčí vrch. And those of you even just
a little bit interested in the flows of energy
and emissions of power of mother Earth know
that these fractures in the Earth’s crust are
especially rich in universal energy. A small
triangle between Dolní (lower) and Horní
(upper) Podluží and Jiřetín is full of such power.
In the previous issue of the Gate I’ve already
led you along the Jiřetín Way of the Cross to
Křížová hill. And that’s where we’re going to
again. This granite and flysch mountain hides,
at its peak, between the Feast of the Cross
chapel and the fourteenth stop of the Way
of the Cross, the wayside shrine of God’s tomb,
a spot of very strong telluric, i.e. terrestrial
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energy. Sensitive people experience relatively
intense pins and needles when visiting this
place, and divining rods go crazy. No wonder
that the foot of this hill is decorated with one
of the most beautiful and best known Ways
of the Cross in the entire Czech Republic
– a Gethsemane garden, Rococo steps (by
the way meticulously repaired and provided
with a new paved road by the village in 2015),
the aforementioned chapels and also St.
Mary’s gloriette protecting a stream that used
to be attributed with healing effects, especially
in relation to eye ailments. Whatever you
believe in, in this place you will be touched by
the universe. The touch will be kind, but also
powerful.

A MAGICAL FOUNTAIN AND
AN OLD LADY
Recharged by this energy you’ll be strong
enough to look around the surroundings
of Jiřetín and the original mining town
itself. You will be surprised by the number
of attractive things to see and by the care
that this very active village dedicates to public
spaces. You will find that Jiřetín is an ideal
place to set up a base for a week-long holiday.
If you take my advice you’ll start directly at
the town square. You’ll be amazed by the local
fountains and you’ll even be able to make one
of them work on your command, if you have
your mobile phone with you. Pavements,
terraces, benches imitating historical styles,
local maps and a statue of John of Nepomuk
reconstructed at great cost – all this looks
as good as new. There is an information
centre that can provide a guide who will
show you around a lovely museum, located in

Bohemian Switzerland

the splendid Baroque building of the vicarage
right next to the Trinity church. In lanes,
which spread out in all directions from this
point, you will come across inconspicuous
gems of folk architecture, Upper Lusatian
houses, some of them truly picturesque.
Ahead of you there are four places of interest
that should not be missed. The first of them
is the cornerstone of local history, in its
time a dignified, stately and quite enormous
castle known as Tolštejn, which was used by
the Vartenberk family and later by the Berkas
of Dubé to guard the Prague road, the crucial
commercial connection between the Czech
lands and Lusatia. During the Thirty Years’
War it was burnt down, conquered and in
fact completely demolished. Since then it has
been a ruin. Ascending to one of the lookouts
at the highest point of the rocky outcrop on
which the castle used to stand or onto the top
of the round fortification of the dungeon is
a wise decision. Lean against the barrister
for a while and let the wind tell you some
of the local colourful legends. Looking to
the left you will see the second thing worth
seeing – Jedlová mountain. There, patiently
waiting for you stands a hundred and twenty
five year old lady, that is, a twenty metre
high lookout tower, as lovely as they get.
The view from it cannot be described – only
experienced. When you return to Jiřetín, have
a rest in the wonderful sports complex that
even a much larger town would be proud
of. Several playgrounds, including one for
beach volleyball, two of them equipped with
an artificial surface, a mini golf course with
eighteen holes, a swimming pool, a lovely camp
with a forest park, a sauna, accommodation in
the municipal boarding house…

www.ceskesvycarsko.cz

IN SEARCH OF HAPPINESS
WITH THE WIND PUSHING
YOU ALONG
Your journey continues and leads along a narrow
road in the direction of Horní Podluží. After some five
hundred metres you will find, to the left of the road,
an inconspicuous entrance into the underground.
Křížová hill has been bored through like Swiss
cheese. Since medieval times metal miners would
dig here, with varying luck, for copper, lead, zinc
and silver. The entrance to the mine bears the name
of John the Evangelist and you should not miss
the chance to walk through the part of it that has
been made accessible. If you close your eyes when
going in, you might imagine you see miners kneeling
in icy water as they chip away at the rock with a chisel
and hammer for endless hours in the dim light of an
oil lamp. By the way, you will once again feel the telluric energy. Let the guide tell you what happens in
the entrance during storms but only you are tough
enough. And if you suffer from migraines stand for
a while at the famous stone with the inscription
“Glück“ cut into it. You won’t be the first one who
felt relief from pain, and perhaps also happiness.
The last goal is further on than the previous ones but
the road to it is wonderful. It will lead you through
Horní Podluží by the Žofín goat farm (you must try
the local cheeses and whey) and on through lovely
meadows all the way to the former village of Světlík.
Hardly anything is left of it, but still the remains will
take your breath away. A perfectly preserved windmill, including the original milling mechanism and
wind blades. A pond of the same name is a bird
reserve and it’s not that unusual to catch a glimpse
of a crane, eagle or kite. Another milestone is three
springs of the Křinice river hidden in the woods.
The river will guide you to Krásná Lípa, which you
know everything about thanks to this magazine.

TIP
It wouldn’t be fair to keep from you that
the region we have just talked about is
intersected by the famous Blue ridge way,
a legendary path from the Jizera Mountains
to Bohemian Switzerland. And I would feel
even worse about not advising you to turn off
of it onto a relatively new, but really fantastic
Lusatian path, which will take you through
Krásná Lípa, Sněžná, Vlčí Hora and Šluknov all
the way to the Saxony border.
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Chomutov – Zoo Park

The largest zoo in the Czech Republic

A peaceful park
full of animals
On the banks of Kamencové jezero (a lake) is an area with a special atmosphere. For forty one years this has
been the location of Chomutov zoo park. A zoo park is a strange combination of words, isn’t it? What is it
then – a park or a zoo? Well, that’s what makes this place so attractive. It’s both – and there is much more
to it. It’s not common to spend a whole day in a zoo, unless one is a big fan of animals. However spending
a whole day in this zoo park is quite normal. Why?

A PROGRAMME
FOR THE ENTIRE DAY
Firstly, this zoo park is really large. With 112
hectares this is clearly the largest zoo in
the Czech Republic. Next I should mention
that the park is cleverly divided into three
parts – the zoo itself, Euro safari and an openair museum of folk architecture – Stará ves. All
this for one ticket
and with a spirit
of generosity that
will surprise you.
That is to say,
closing time means
the time when
the ticket offices
are closed. Those
who buy a ticket in
time may stay until
the park is shrouded
in darkness. In
summer, in winter
– the whole year
round,
without
a break. It seems
silly to write that everybody could find something
to their liking there. However, that is exactly
how it is. Just imagine… You’re on your own
and you need to let off steam and relax? Well,
there is the large pond Kamenný rybník circled

40

with a path dotted
with benches. It’s not
on the main visitors’
route and so you can sit
down here in absolute
silence, with a camera
or a book, and watch
tens of water birds,
of which some species
are bred by the zoo on
purpose, while others
have simply found this
place and nest here,
for instance the great
black-backed
gull,
storks and herons.
But you do not have
to worry about other
parts of the zoo being
overcrowded – the zoo
park is really vast. You
can slowly walk through a rare chestnut orchard,
established by Jesuits in the 17th century, and
this is the most northern orchard with sweet
chestnut tress baring fruit in Europe. You’re
not on your own, but with the whole family and
children? Then you belong amongst the most
common visitor group and as such you can
expect that the zoo park is especially prepared
for you. In the main part, which is the zoo
itself, you will find
many
distractions
besides the animals
of Eurasia, which is
a group of animals
that
the
zoo
has
exclusively
focused on since
its
establishment.
These
distractions
include a playground
and a rope climbing
centre for children.
Another distraction
is the farm, in an
old Czech tradition,
full of domesticated
animals where children can have contact with
goats, sheep, pigeons, helmeted guinea fowls,
Indian runner ducks… A great attraction,
and not just for children, are the narrated
feeding times – you will certainly fall in love

with seals and, moreover, you can feed them
on your own, which is naturally not possible
with bears or macaque monkeys, however
just watching them as they get their favourite
treats is fascinating. A walk-through the aviary
of songbirds is marvellous: you walk and birds
above your head sing like a choir of angels. You
can get on the Amálka shuttle train, which will
take you through the entire zoo and so you’ll
know where to go next. You can even book
a tour with commentary… Or you can get
into an all-terrain car or one of the carriages
towed by it and enter the Euro safari, an area
of thirty hectares. This hour long trip will take
you within the reach of European bison, stags,
mouflons, kiangs, water buffalos, Przewalski
horses and the irresistible furry Scottish cattle
with their lovely calves. Then, it’s perhaps time
to visit Stará ves, an open-air museum of farm
and residential buildings typical for the region
of the Ore Mountains, the equipment of which
looks as though the farmers just left a minute
ago. You’ll be taken to the exhibition of bee
keeping and toys, you’ll have a chance to look
at a functioning windmill and, naturally, you’ll
come across domestic animals that have been
connected with the farms
from time immemorial.
And if you are lucky
and come at

the time of one of the seasonal events you’ll
find yourself right in the middle of local folklore
with demonstrations of traditional crafts, with
folk jamborees and trade fairs. And then, tired
by the sun, you can move just a few steps on
to some of the beaches of the healthy and
healing lake (Kamencové jezero), the only one
of its kind, or you can have fun in the adjacent
amusement park. So what do you think, did I lie
to you? Is this an option for an all day visit or not?

THE SIGN OF THE EUROPEAN BISON
All of that said, a zoo mainly means animals.
You shouldn’t think that because the zoo
focuses on the territories of Eurasia that you
won’t see any attractive species. What about
monkeys? Yes – the zoo has a group of the only
European representatives of primates, Barbary
macaques, the inhabitants of the rocks and
cliffs of Gibraltar. And what about predatory
animals? Naturally they are here – elegant
Carpathian lynx, slim Eurasian wolves, but also
genets, wolverines, wild and steppe cats and
smaller animals you might never have heard of –
the Pallas cat, the yellow-throated marten or
the Siberian weasel. And rarities? This is the only
zoo in the Czech Republic where they breed
rare urial sheep. And are there any big animals

Ore Mountains

www.zoopark.cz

here? Certainly – popular Bactrian camels, bears
in an unbelievably generous paddock with holes
dug out (by the way, in March you can take part
in their traditional waking up from hibernation),
takins, musk oxen, elks, yaks, urus cattle… and
naturally the symbolic animals of this zoo –
European bison. These have been successfully
bred here from the very beginning, and they are
also successfully returned to the wild from here.
Many bison born here are now in Poland or
Slovakia. (By the way – the shape of the cursor
on the websites for this zoo? Yes, you’re right, it
is a bison.) Other species to be found here are
owls, cranes, stags, flamingos, a great aviary for
birds of prey, porcupines, beavers… The fauna
of Eurasia is simply much more diverse, rich
and more interesting than one may assume, if
their knowledge is limited. And let me remind
you once again – Wherever you sit and relax
you will have enough time and space to enjoy
the moment to the full, not being limited by
the crowd or by time. I see, you’re hungry and
not satisfied with the choice of kiosks you’ve
come across so far? Then you have a choice:
do you prefer the choice of traditional Czech
meals in the U Pratura restaurant or the more
sophisticated menu in the modern Tajga
restaurant? Do you have a dog with you? It’ll
be welcome, as long as you have it on a lead.
Other facilities to be found here are: a rescue
station where people bring sick or injured
animals, an interesting gallery with regularly
changing exhibitions; they also organise Days
of the Earth, of children and of animals, and also
the Spooky zoo at Halloween. Take my advice
and take some time to visit. This zoo park has
a lot to offer and expects only one thing from
you: that you’ll have enough time to enjoy all
of it.

TIP
If you need a special reason to visit the zoo
park, here’s one for you: the zoo park has
managed, for the first time in its history,
to breed a fledgling of the Dalmatian pelican!
Together with two fledglings of the great
white pelican it’s doing really well, and you
can come and watch as they grow older and
“wiser”.

HOW TO GET THERE
The zoo park is located in the northeast
of Chomutov and is easy to find. You can
get there by driving off the road I/13, which
connects Karlovy Vary with Ústí nad Labem,
it’s well signposted.
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TRIPS NOT ONLY
FOR THE SCENT OF GAS
Full of experiences and knowledge.
www.autodrom-most.cz

Sacred Monuments of the Czech Central Highlands

Sacred Monuments of the Czech Central Highlands

A CHAPEL FULL OF PRAISE
AND BEAUTY

Five stops
linked with faith

Anyone passing through Horní Police will be
amazed, because you wouldn’t expect to find
so many remarkable things in such a small
village. A chateau in an early Baroque style,
a vaulted stone bridge with a magnificent
gilded statue of Christ on the cross, a Marian
sculpture and above it all, on a hill infused
with a wonderful atmosphere, the pilgrimage
complex of the Visitation church. There was
a sacred building here in medieval times, but it
was torn down by the Hussites. When in 1523
a statuette of St Mary was found washed up on
the bank of the Ploučnice river, which was seen
as a gift from God, construction of the church
was started, for which the famous Julius
Broggio was commissioned. Over the centuries
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it grew bigger, it was surrounded by an arcade
with a Way of the Cross, a vicarage was built and
a separate bell tower… In the middle of the 18th
century thousands of pilgrims would come
to see the statuette of St Mary in Horní Police
and the place was one of the most frequented
pilgrimage locations for followers of St Mary in
our country. You will feel all of this in the quiet
of the arcade – the imprints of thousands
of prayers are almost tangible. In the near future
you’ll be able to have a look inside the church,
with its Baroque ornamentation, through
a newly installed grid. But it makes more sense
to come when there is a mass (the first Saturday
of the month and every Sunday at 3pm) or to
visit some of the concerts that take place there.

A TEMPLE IN THE STYLE
OF THE SAXON
RENAISSANCE

THE ROMANESQUE RELIC
UNDER MILEŠOVKA

BEURON IN SEARCH
OF BEAUTY

The Gate to Bohemia, the entire area of which comes under the Litoměřice
diocese, is filled with amazing church buildings and sacred monuments. Some
of them have been successfully repaired and made accessible, others still await
restoration. Well… Actually things are more complicated than that. We live in
aesthetic times, and what can one do about it? We are amazed and charmed by
form, but we often tend to overlook content. Sacred structures, big or small,
are simply monuments for us. But they used to be places of faith in their time.
In monasteries they served God and in churches they confessed their love to God,
and wayside shrines, crosses and small chapels without interiors were often
personal manifestations of the depth of one’s faith. We’re usually only interested
in churches that have been reconstructed and are easily accessible from a tourist’s
point of view. And it doesn’t dawn on us that the meaning of those structures
is different and that we shouldn’t complain if we can only visit during a mass.
Churches were not built to provide aesthetic pleasure. With this in mind, we’ll set
out on a short journey to five of these monuments, which may not be the most
famous but which are some of the most remarkable.

PLACES TO WHICH
THOUSANDS MADE
A PILGRIMAGE

the inscription Te Deum laudamus (Thee, O God,
we praise) in the turret of the dome. It was this
line that became the topic of the wall paintings in
the chapel; they are in fact a kind of illustration.
The frescos strengthen the feeling one has
when walking through the chapel. Although
the paintings are awaiting renovation, their
effect is still very strong. Shining colours, beams
of light, a story taking place above our heads – it
is sure to have an effect on you.

decades, in a style blending Gothic and Baroque
elements, probably by the same builder who
took part in the construction of the chateaus
in Benešov, and so the church fits in well with
the style of the Salhausen Saxon Renaissance.
It’s remarkable that the church, despite several
reconstructions, is relatively intact as far as its
interior is concerned – with a splendid vault,
font and sandstone pulpit. Neither the Baroque
nor the Rococo fittings of the church have
changed the overall spirit of the building –
a narrow and bright church full of light, as solid
as hands clasped in prayer. The church complex
includes a Salhausen burial chapel with a rich
set of Renaissance tombstones and epitaphs.
Church services take place every Friday at 17:30
and on Sunday at 8:30 – if you come along you’ll
learn how a church can survive even in a region
full of atheists.

Another amazing place on our journey can be
found in the town of Chlumec near Ústí nad
Labem. We’ll climb the hill known as Horka,
passing by the stops with Ways of the Cross.
We’ll feel sadness that the splendid original
ceramic tiles are gone and that their frames are
empty, but don’t worry: we’ll be compensated.
On the very top of the hill stands the splendid
trilateral chapel of the Holy Trinity. The number
three expresses reverence in many ways.
Ten years after the black angel of the plague
withdrew from the region in 1680, Count
Krakovský of Kolovraty had this gem built
and decorated with fantastic frescos as an
expression of his gratitude to God for saving
his family. If you stand right in the middle
of the chapel and look upwards you will see

As late as the 1950s, the Sisters of Mercy
of St. Borromeo were active in Teplice.
The monastery of St. Charles Borromeo later
became a part of the classical grammar school
in Teplice. In 1889 monks of the Beuron art
school completed their year-long work in
the monastery’s chapel. The chapel’s wall
paintings will make you stand in awe. Beuron
art takes over elements of various artistic styles
(ancient Egypt, byzantine, Romanesque, gothic
and renaissance) and is based on geometry and
harmony of proportions. Dark and bold colours
literally draw you in, despite the fact that
the scenes are void of emotion. It is necessary to
add that Teplice grammar school (by the way an
extraordinary and very remarkable school with
wonderful interiors, interior decorations, a vast
study hall, its own greenhouses and a zoo)
takes great care of the chapel in cooperation
with the Pro arte Beuronensi association.
And you can enter the interior of the chapel
through the school building if you make an
appointment in advance (contact the secretary
of the school by email at rada@pro-arte.cz or
by phone on 777 555 047). Currently, the interior
of the chapel is lined with wooden scaffolding,
which is in itself a piece of art – it was built by
students without using any metal fixings. Now
it’s being used for exhibitions and will also be
used by the restorers of the interior.

Kostomlaty pod Milešovkou, a small village
in the heart of the Czech Central Highlands, is
another destination rich in places of interest
– the village boasts a vast chateau complex,
a pilgrimage chapel, a romantic castle ruin and
the very remarkable church of St. Laurent. This
was originally a small Romanesque church from
the beginning of the 13th century which was
enlarged in the Baroque period by Octavius
Broggio. Before we enter, let’s go around
the building. We will see very rare Romanesque
elements – a splendid ornamented portal, marks
of stonemasons and an interesting chiselled
rosette rich in mysterious signs bearing Christian
and probably pre-Christian symbols. The interior
of the church is wonderful. It looks as though
the church is brought to life, every week, by
the church masses. You will be surprised to
hear that mass takes place only once a year and
that the main carer for the church is the local
clockmaker Ladislav Fajgl. He takes care
of the church and is making efforts to establish
a museum in it that would be connected to
the history of the church and of the village. It
was him who discovered an original fresco
behind one of the side altars. And if anybody
in your group can play the organ he or she can
make the place resound with music from this
beautiful and still fully functioning instrument.
Mr Fajgl has enough work, naturally, but even
so he is willing to come and show you around
the church and tell you some wonderful stories
about it, if you contact him in advance on
723 005 617.

Eleven kilometres away,
down the Ploučnice river,
in the Salhausen town
of Benešov nad Ploučnicí,
we will visit the church
of the Most Holy Lady, which
is located just a few steps
from the upper chateau.
Again this was a place
where the Hussites went on
the rampage and the original
wooden church was burnt
to ashes. The new stone
church was built over many

Czech Central Highlands

www.ceskestredohori.info
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The Gate to Bohemia and I

An interview with Josef Dvořák

Pepa
on Kadaň
Square

Do you often return? And do you have time for
trips?

During his long acting life he has, perhaps, made everybody in this country laugh. A comedian, a clown,
a wonderful improviser, a free spirit, an uncontrollable missile – as he often labels himself. Give him a place
and a time – and you’ll be entertained. During his life as a professional actor he has been a member of three
theatre companies – the Kladivadlo theatre, first located in Kadaň and later in Ústí nad Labem, the Prague
Semafor and now he owns his own theatre group The Theatrical Company of Josef Dvořák. And still – he is
an ordinary boy from Kadaň. Well, things are actually a little bit complicated…
Mr Dvořák, you were in fact born in the Vysočina
region, am I right?
Yes, in Horní Cerekev. My dad Josef worked
as a hosiery worker, my mum Marie was more
into agriculture. But when they got a little shop
they were very enthusiastic about it. My dad
would, after work, take a bike and go to nearby
villages to buy up butter, which he and mum
would pack into boxes at home and send away
to various destinations – for instance to Ústí
nad Labem, without having a clue that I would
be on stage at the theatre there later. When I
was three the parents packed everything up,
including me, and wandered 333 kilometres
to Kadaň to resettle the border territory.
They were assigned a shop in the square with
a flat on the first floor. I can still remember
the address – the square, number 184. Dad was
the boss, mum was ‘behind the counter’ (even
though, frankly speaking, she was the real boss
in the shop) and my sister Mary, eight years
my senior, was trained as a shop assistant
in the shop and worked there with them.
However, the year of 1948 came and
with it the policy of breaking up family
businesses and so my sister had to leave
the shop, which was much to my benefit
because she became a shop assistant
in a sweet shop. Since then I was
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a hero among the other boys – we could go to
the shop, and since my sister knew it was her
sisterly duty, we got ice cream in cones for
free…
What did Kadaň look like in those days?
Kadaň was a splendid town, however
the atmosphere was quite different than it is
today – imagine that there were about three
cars parked in the square and we boys played
there football every day. After sunset the town
was completely silent. There was a small bay
window on our house and behind it I set up my
lookout point with a chair – I could comfortably
look in three directions from there. However,
I was not that curious and so at about eight
in the evening my mum, who knew about
everything that happened in the town, took
over so that she could pass the information on
to her customers the day after – such as who
was leaving the pub at what time, with whom
and what condition they were in.
Rumour has it that you used to be a bit
of a rascal…
Well, you can’t possibly believe everything that
I say about myself. We can’t have been such
rascals. We couldn’t afford to, and our parents
would put us in our place. And in

those days they would put you in your place
at school too. So in reality
our mischief was much less
serious than we like to
portray ourselves in our
stories. However, the truth
is that I didn’t enjoy it
at school much. I really
looked forward to the last
bell of the day, then I
would chuck my school
bag into the corner
and there we were
in the square playing
football or we would
rush to the river. That
was a big advantage
of
Kadaň
–
the Ohře river
and its banks.
Everything
important
took
place
there. Knowing
the
various
types of vessels
was important.

Every boy has to manage that otherwise he
was out of the group. In winter the river froze
over and we would go skating. I’m really
pleased that today the Kadaň river banks are
beautifully maintained, and moreover it is
somewhat connected with me, that is mainly
with the animated character of Fík
the dog to which I provided my voice
– it’s a really charming thing about
the town’s life that things don’t
end but keep repeating without me
making any effort.

Less often than I would like to but I do return
from time to time. I spent twenty years of my
life in Kadaň, now my daughter with her
husband and my first grandson Lukáš live here,
the same is true about my niece Dáša, and so
when I come I tend to spend time with them
rather than going for long walks. However, I
have naturally noticed how Kadaň is changing.
And some of the changes surprised me – for
instance one of the worst pubs, Bílý beránek,
has changed into a beautiful and stylish
restaurant. In fact we wouldn’t go on trips
much even when I was a boy. My parents felt it
was their duty to take a stroll on each Sunday.
I hated it! They would dress me up in order not
to be ashamed of me, dad would comb my hair
and put some grease on it and off we would go.
Usually we would go uptown to the monastery.
There the road turns around and you go down

You spoke about a group of boys –
there were probably more gangs, weren’t there?
Naturally! I remember three –
the gang of the china clay factory,
the gang on the square and the gang
at the river. We would regularly battle it out in
football and ice hockey and it was forbidden
to swap one group for another, you couldn’t
even have friends outside your gang – that
would put you on the black list. I was kind of a
supplier for the gang on the square – I would
bring sweets from home which were normally
rationed. In those days I had this skill of getting
into a box of weighed sweets from behind,
stuff them under my t-shirt and… But when
dad did the stocktaking I had a big problem.
But naturally it strengthened my position in
the group. Speaking of gangs – many of my
friends have settled in the Kadaň home for
seniors and I sometimes go to visit them. In
the old days I used to supply them with sweets,
now I supply some rumours about actors, and
my daughter Monika, who is employed there,
and the director even came up with the idea to
make me the patron of this institution. And so I
still have my gang in Kadaň even today!

towards a villa and a resort restaurant. There
we stopped for a sausage with horseradish
and a beer. I would spend the trip looking for
puddles so that I could jump into them to splash
myself with dirty water, make dad angry and
make him say the liberating words: “You can’t
go round with us like that, go home and change
your clothes!“ Apart from these Sunday trips
my parents had no idea about other trips.
They were in the shop all the time. When
the shop was closed, they would do
the cleaning and replenish and arrange
the goods. And on Saturdays the local
pharmacist and the parish priest would
come for a game of cards. They used to
play in the kitchen and I insisted on being
present and lying on the couch from
where I would listen to those wonderful
chats they would have during the game.
On Sunday mum would get up earlier
and make fire in the stove and I would
be woken up by the sound of crackling
wood and the smell of coffee – that’s
something one can never forget.

repairing a car for a professor from Čáslav and
he gave me a good talking to about how I should
enrol at an evening school. He persuaded me
and to my surprise I passed the entrance exams
and they accepted me. However after fourteen
days I was to learn that the school in Čáslav
received a report from the Council of Kadaň
Women saying that they did not recommend
me studying there. And so my studies were
cancelled. I don’t know what the women
of Kadaň didn’t like about me, probably my
theatrical activities. At that time I bought
a guitar, learned a few chords and with this skill
I began to chat up girls, I would also serve as
an altar boy, then there was my participation
in an amateur theatre group and singing with
a choir in the local house of culture, which
the women didn’t find moral enough I guess.
And so I returned to the workshop again. But
after military service the job started to get on
my nerves. I made little money and so – having
received permission from my parents, which
was a necessity in those days – I transferred to
Prunéřov brewery, officially as a maintenance
man, which was a paradoxical situation because
I wasn’t able to maintain anything. In reality I
distributed beer. This lasted about half a year
and then I got an offer from Kladivadlo theatre,
which had moved to Kadaň from Broumov.
It took me some time to make up my mind
because I am quite an indecisive character, but
in the end I decided to accept the offer and that
was the beginning of my acting career. When
Kladivadlo moved to Ústí nad
Labem in 1965 my
parents gave me
a wardrobe with
three sections
and I moved
to
Ústí.
But that’s
another
story.

And why did you start out as a car mechanic?
That’s not how I started. First I went to
a grammar school but it wasn’t for me.
Dad naturally dreamed of me taking
the shop over from him. Luckily I couldn’t
be persuaded! I am the worst businessman
in the world, I could make a living by giving
advice on how to bankrupt a shop and lose
a lot of money. And as for cars, I’ve always
loved them and still do. So I transferred
to a vocational preparation school. Then
I repaired cars in Kadaň. And once I was
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Undiscovered Paradise

Undiscovered Paradise

The intoxicating foothills of the Doupov Mountains
The Doupov Mountains, one of the most mysterious regions in central
Europe. A volcano with shallow slopes down which lava used to slide at
the dawn of time, rather than exploding all over the place, a territory
of tens of villages that were blown up to make space for a vast training
area for army. The army still rules the Doupov mountains, to this day
access to the majority of the local hills is forbidden. And so tourists are
left with the foothills, the undulating landscape from Kadaň to Blatno.
One has to add that the landscape is marvellous, diverse, exciting and
undiscovered. We’ll look into its
Baroque character a few pages on;
now let’s look at the people and
nature in the region of the town
of Podbořany.

THE MISERABLE FATE
OF THE CZECHS FROM
VOLHYNIA
We can start in the town of Podbořany itself,
namely in its town hall, a Baroque building
from 1751 with a curb roof and a turret. Behind
a very remarkable door there is the Municipal
museum of Podbořany with a unique exhibition
telling the stories of the Czechs from Volhynia.
In fact, it’s open all the time even though it isn’t
open. This puzzle has a simple solution – just
phone Martin Cyprián and he is ready to come
whenever possible. And why should you be
interested? Frankly – what do you know
about the Czechs from Volhynia? In
a nutshell – at the time when agriculture
was on the decline in Bohemia,
sometime around 1868, Czechs moved
in great numbers to Tsarist Russia, to
the guberniya of Volhynia, a territory
as vast as Bohemia, located on
the boundary between today’s Ukraine
and Poland. They prospered, hundreds
of Czech villages came into existence
and at the end of the century there
were about 30,000 Czechs living in
the region. They built schools, trained
their bodies in the organisation of Sokol
(a movement started in this country in
the 19th century), their activities in this
organisation were rich, they respected
traditions and adhered to their feeling
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of being Czech. During the First World War
many of them served in Czechoslovakian
legions. In the inter-war period they are
divided. Half of the territory belonged
to Poland, and life was good there,
the other half was in the new Soviet
Union, and there life was hell. Then
the USSR occupied the Polish part and
hell spread further. Soon after that
it was Nazi Germany which occupied
Volhynia and things went from bad to
worse. About 12,000 Czechs from Volhynia
fought against Nazi Germany but they already
knew very well that they didn’t want to stay
in Soviet Russia. After the war, large numbers
of them returned to Czechoslovakia and settled
in border regions, some of them in the region
of Podbořany. The exhibition prepared in
cooperation with the National Museum offers
three rooms full of rare testimonies about life
in Volhynia that you won’t find elsewhere. It
is somewhat fascinating to be among people
for a while who never forgot their homeland
despite being very far from it; even though their
presence is only shown through photographs,
objects and documents. However, the museum
hides many secrets. The building, for instance,
houses a wonderful geological, archaeological

and botanical exhibition that maps the nature
of the region of Podbořany. When you’ve seen
enough of petrified wood, gypsum, hyalite
and the fungi of Spongipellis litschauer, you’ll
be perfectly prepared for the local nature.

FROM WOGASTISBURG
TO THE OAK KING
You can set out in a northeast direction
to the nearby hill of Rubín and experience
the feeling that maybe you’re standing on
the mythical Samo Wogastisburg. However, our
journey will be more or less directed towards
the south and southwest. We start in the village
of Petrohrad – by the way the name of this
village sounds the same as the Czech name for
St. Petersburg, however the two settlements
have nothing in common. Petrohrad is a village
to the south of Podbořany with a wonderful
chateau (which houses a psychiatric hospital) in
its centre, surrounded by charming nature. Let’s
follow the red markers over the hill of Ovčí vrch
into the Grove of Petr Bezruč (admirers of this
poet asked him in 1955 for permission to name
various natural monuments after him, to which
the flattered poet consented, although he
never visited this place) and we find ourselves
on a forested hill linked to the chateau
garden. When you see these great
trees your jaw will drop. Some of them
are six centuries old! Oaks, beeches,
linden trees, hornbeams, even elms,
and on granite rocks you’ll see pine
trees. On All Saints hill you will discover
a rotunda and the ruins of a medieval
castle, with a tower offering an
unbeatable view. However, the king
of the local trees is the Peasant’s
Oak, a memorable tree which you’ll
come across when ascending the hill
at the road linking Petrohrad with
Stebno. It’s nine hundred years old and
the circumference of this tree is nine
metres. A Tolkien’s Ent.

Lower Poohří

THROUGH THE LAND OF LADY
BEARS AND CHINA CLAY
Now we move on to Blatno where the Zářivka
path (the shining path) starts – this path will
take us through the area of Čapek’s blue
chrysanthemum. To be more specific: in
Lubenec, which is the place where the path
leads to, the writer Karel Čapek wrote
a story about a mysterious and unknown
chrysanthemum, and despite the fact that this
plant has never existed, this name for the area
has stuck. We’ll visit the Blatenský svah nature
reserve with its ancient trees but beware – it’s
quite probable that you will be surprised by
a lady bear! However, she is not dangerous at
all; in fact you might easily confuse her with
a cranberry because lady bear is a Czech name
for a plant that is known as bearberry in English.
It has many colloquial names and it’s very rare.
Is this not the most natural poetry in the world?
Over the field of broken stones on the slopes
of Čertovka hill we will walk below the rocks
of Liščí skály all the way to Lubenec. There we
will say farewell to the shining path and either
continue along the Okolím Lubence educational
path (through the surroundings of Lubenec)
or we can go to the nearby village of Libyně to
see a Gothic church, saved by local enthusiasts,
with an exhibition of stained glass windows and
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the Vochlice lookout tower standing above it –
I wrote about the tower in the previous issue
of the Gate. The village of Ležky will be in sight
and above it the great rocks of Kapucínské skály
with the Kapucín lookout, a mysterious place,
crowded with natural granite formations and
towers. And one more trip before the number
of letters assigned to this article is reached.
This time we set out from the town of Vroutek
and there are two options – either we climb up
the forested hill of U Kružína along the cycle
route constructed by the state company
České lesy, or we follow the blue markers and
onto the route leading to Nepomyšl. We are in
the land of china clay, which is omnipresent in
this location. We pass through splendid woods
and a short distance from the village of Dětaň
we turn left onto an unmarked route. This
diversion will pay off as after six hundred metres
we reach a wonderful china clay lake. This is
a quiet and really charming place; the geologists
among us will also enjoy studying the join
between the china clay formation and the rock
cover made of sediment and the pyroclastic
rock of the Doupov mountains…, whatever

HOW TO GET THERE
If you want to visit the museum of the Czechs
of Volhynia, call Mr Martin Cyprián (phone
number 415 214 111). Preferably on workdays
rather than on weekends, and preferably
the day before rather than when you’re
standing outside the museum.

that means! Behind Dětaň, we climb onto
a plateau to the nature reserve of Dětaňský
chlum with thermophile oak woods and
steppe flora. If you take my advice you’ll come
at the height of spring. You’ll walk through
a carpet of primroses, cinquefoils, pulmonaria
and pasqueflowers. A fairy tale. There are
many more interesting places in the region
of Podbořany, but I have no doubt that as soon
as you arrive here you’ll fall for the intoxicating
beauty of the foothills of the Doupov
mountains, and then you’ll come again and
again to discover these charming places on your
own…
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An interview with Martin Ručinský

The golden boy of Litvínov
The Czech Republic is the promised land of ice hockey, a well-known fact
around the world. So thinking that there is anybody in this country who
would not know an ice hockey star of this calibre would be funny. Martin
is one of our national treasures. The golden boy of Nagano – meaning an
Olympic winner in 1998, but also a three time world champion in the years
1999, 2001 and 2005. Somebody might wonder at the fact that he himself
has another title, the title of Champion of the Czech Republic, among his
greatest successes. Despite him having played in the North American NHL
for sixteen seasons and for eight different teams and despite him having been
a member of teams in the Czech league such as Sparta and Vsetín, he is a proud
Litvínov patriot and the fact that, at the end of his career and in the last year of his
professional career in 2015, he managed to win the Czech league with his beloved
HC Litvínov club is crucial and significant for him. The truth is that this was the first league title for Litvínov
for the entire existence of the club. And you can be sure that many generations of Litvínov players and fans
had dreamt about this title – and in Litvínov everybody, even toddlers, are fans of ice hockey. At the beginning
of 2016 Martin became the general manager of Czech ice-hockey representation. So his life is still in the rhythm
of passes and body checks, even though this time it is off the ice rink. Martin will have to make some space in
his trophy cabinet – and there’s nobody in this country who doesn’t wish him luck in his new career.
Martin, you were born in Most…

When did you decide to become a hockey player?

No way, I was born in Litvínov! Sure, I was born
in Most maternity hospital, because there was no
such hospital in the town, but I am a native of Litvínov, so it’s best to be careful because I’m sensitive about this. Litvínov is my home. I’ve lived in
various places but my home is here, I’m always
glad when I come back. This is the place where
my parents live, my sister with her family…

Immediately. As soon as I put the skates on for
the first time. At that time Litvínov was already
in the highest league in the country and for me
the players were heroes, there was nothing to
think about. My dad, who inspired my interest
in sport from the very beginning, helped me
a lot and he even trained me, together with
Václav Černý, when I was in the third grade or
so. In the end it transpired that this was to be
my fate, well, I have been playing hockey for 39
years without a break.

What’s so magical about Litvínov that you like to
come back to it from such places as New York or
Montreal?
The fact that it’s my home.
There are things you realise
wherever you are – this is
the place where I grew up,
I learnt to play ice hockey
here, I have always had
friends here. I don’t want it
to sound like a cliché – it’s
just the way I feel: Litvínov is
the town where my heart is.
When you were a boy would
you go on trips in the areas
surrounding the town with
your parents?
There was no time for that.
I‘ve been playing ice hockey
since I was five, and add tennis to that. From school –
naturally from an ice-hockey
lesson – to the tennis courts
and then to the ice hockey stadium. Every
day. And when there was any time I would
again dedicate it to sport. In winter we used
to go skiing in various resorts: Klíny, Meziboří,
Klínovec; in summer I used to play football with
my friends… This was the way most boys in Litvínov lived in those days.
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There are many places in this country where
ice hockey is played but there are only two
towns dedicated fully to ice hockey – Litvínov
and Kladno. Have you ever wondered why this is?
I think it’s because Litvínov has always been
a small town with a strong and long ice hockey
tradition with not many opportunities for other

activities. In Prague or Plzeň there are lots
of options of what to do. In Litvínov or in Kladno
ice hockey has always been in first place. Well,
and since an overwhelming majority of boys
have been through ice hockey preparation
classes and teams this has logically infected their
families and friends and hockey has become
something natural, something that is simply
part of our lives. When we won the league last
year I wish you could’ve experienced the intoxication of the entire town, the spontaneous
happiness of everybody who lives here. For
the entire season
about six thousand
people had been coming to every match,
which really is a lot
for this town, and in
the play-off phase
one couldn’t fight his
way to the stadium.
The entire town had
this beautiful hope
that this time it would
work out. Put simply,
Litvínov mainly means
ice hockey. This all
means that many
exceptional talents
have emerged from
here within all those
years. Talent needs
a chance to manifest
itself – and those who
never tried it may never find out that they are
talented. And maybe there is more to it, there
might be something that makes the local players come back and come back gladly, they are
drawn back to their town from wherever they
are – the same way as I was.

You say that almost every boy from Litvinov has
been an ice hockey player. Which of them are
your favourites?
Certainly Jirka Šlégr. We grew up together from
three years of age. Then Robert Reichel. Robert Lang – he came along, I think, in the fifth
grade, he originally comes from Teplice. Those
boys were my mates for all that time, as small
boys, juniors, players in Litvínov A team, in
the national team all the way to the famous
Nagano… Those three are my hockey bosom
buddies.
Almost forty years on ice has come to an end. Is it
at all possible to be prepared for such a moment?
No. Gradually you feel that the end is getting
closer, I still played when I was forty, which is
not normal and the body can feel it. I was telling
myself for some time – this is your last season
but there always was a reason to play on. And
thanks to the fact that such a great team got
together in Litvinov last year I still could cope
with it. When things go well, one can stand anything. And the vision of the cup of the champions
of the Czech Republic was quite intoxicating.
The chance to help the town with the strongest support for ice hockey in the country get to
the very top was something I could not refuse.
Then the euphoria subsided and I suddenly saw
that I had achieved everything in hockey I could
and there was nothing to play for. And I also
realised that playing on could be unhealthy,
that it was really risky.
You have lived in New York, Vancouver, Montreal,
Edmonton, Quebec, Dallas, St. Louis… Which
of them did you like most, to the extent
that you could imagine living there for
good?
That’s an easy one – Montreal. On
one hand I spent many years there
and on the other I really liked
the city, it suited me and I took
a liking to it. It’s sort of my second
home. Although it’s true I haven’t
been to the city for a long time I
would enjoy seeing it again. After
all I have been planning a visit for
some time now – I have many
buddies and friends there whom I
would like to see again. But could
I live there permanently? No. I’m
a Czech to the core of my personality. I can live elsewhere for some time
but I still remain a Czech and I need to
come back home – I need to know that I
will come back.
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Wandering along the Elbe River in Search of Baroque Countryside

Landscape formed by the Baroque era
Even though only a few are aware of it, we live in a Baroque landscape.
Influences of various styles are interlinked in our towns and their
appearance is difficult to describe with one word. However it’s
much easier if we talk about the countryside – it’s in the Baroque
style. The Baroque style literally exploded in the Czech lands
and the explosion might have been greater than anywhere
else in Europe. It was as if the nation had been waiting
for the noisy and colourful storm of Baroque and then
immersed itself in it with great pleasure. The Baroque
style is in fact an explosion of emotions, dynamics,
monumentality, ornamentation, endless roundedness,
expressiveness and excitement, Baroque is a drama, it is
faith exposed to be seen. It’s no longer quiet humility, it is
screaming love expressed to God and to people. Baroque
was the time when faith burst forth from temples into the
landscape and changed it forever. It’s possible that nowhere
else in the world are there Baroque buildings so picturesque
and purposefully tuned to the landscape as in the Czech
Republic. Baroque gave the Czech landscape dominant features;
it gave the landscape its dimensions and proportions. Let’s test this
theory and go to… for instance… the Lower Ohře river territory and all
will become clear in a half a day.

WITH KAFKA TO SIŘEM
The best way to go about it is surprisingly not
any thorough preparation involving studying
books and sources. The best way is to sit on
a bicycle or get in a car or just walk through
the landscape and look around and perceive
and find connections. As soon as you enter
the landscape with this intention you will be
shocked at what you see. Churches and chapels
that perfectly harmonise with the landscape,
crown the hills, add final touches to tree
alleys, and wayside shrines and crosses, those
inconspicuous lightning conductors of faith,
small verticals in a smoothly undulating
horizontal. Amazing chateaus with ornate
gardens. I did this long time ago. I travelled

randomly through the area around Podbořany,
along country roads I’d never tried before.
Suddenly the afternoon sun shone on a village
on the side of a hill with a church in its centre and
topped by a dominant Baroque granary, which
looked like a chateau from a distance. I took
a turn. The village’s name was Siřem. I learnt
that I was not the only one who saw a chateau
in the granary, before me it had happened to
a certain Franz Kafka, who would go there
to see his sister. Unlike me he wrote a book
about the place, one of his best. The plaster
of the Church of the Immaculate Conception
of Lady Mary had been removed and the church
was being prepared for renovations. The sun
gilded it with greater intensity than a Baroque
sculptor would (and that’s saying something)
and I entered the building. Even though a clump
of ivy was creeping into the church through
a broken stained glass window, mass was taking
place. Without the tower of this church and
without the granary, the image of Siřem would
amount to nothing. With them it’s perfect.

A RANDOM TRIP
It’s absolutely charming that the same thing
will happen to you anywhere in the regions
of Žatec, Nechranice, Podbořany or Radonice.
Really anywhere – I would bet my life on it. For
instance, the Virgin Mary columns. These used to
be erected as a supplication or as an expression
of gratitude for the averting of the plague; that’s
why they are also called plague columns. They
emerge before you out of the blue, for example
in the settlements of Soběsuky, Vikletice,
Březno, Čejkovice, Vilémov, Kaštice, Vroutek

52

Most Holy Lady, in Běsno you will be surprised
by a Baroque silo, in Vilémov you will be pleased
by the harmonious and friendly building
of the town hall, in Vintířov you will marvel at
the simple way in which the Chapel of Merciful
Virgin Mary logically surrounds a grassy knoll,
when looking from a distance at Radonice
your breath will be taken away for a while as
you’re struck by the harmony of the church
placed in the centre of the village buildings with
the Doupov mountains as a background, in Nové
Třebčice you will circle around the sculpture
of St. Wenceslaus with two angels on a wooden
bell tower, in Mašťov you will ascend a local lane
to the Church of the Assumption of the Virgin
Mary, with a vicarage across the road, and
within your reach there is the imposing Baroque
tomb of the Mladota family of Solopysky.
In Letov an island flows through the ocean
of houses with the Visitation Church on the top
of it, guarded by rugged acacia trees, and
the church is so beautiful that it’ll make tears
well up in your eyes, in Nové Sedlo you will
be astonished by the imposing and dignified
Church of the Holy Trinity… And it doesn’t
matter at all whether the building has been
professionally restored with piety or you come
across a church with cracked walls and without
windows – the imprint of the Baroque style
on the landscape makes sense in both cases.
Standing in front of the Chapel of St. Anna
in Vikletice you will not tire of the Baroque
obsession with curves on the vertical sides
of the windows. And as you go down to
Nepomyšl you will be stopped by the remarkable
power of the lonely Virgin Mary of Nepomyšl
standing on a high column. In the fields between
Pšov and Blšany the remains of a church with
a renovated relief of St. Wenceslaus emerge
from the ground as if pushed up by magic. You
will find similar remains near Dolánky; this time

these are the remains of the ornamental portal
of a Baroque building which is now in the middle
of a dump. And going down the road towards
Vysoké Třebušice you will pass by one of those
aforementioned verticals, a splendid stone
wayside shrine, which looks as though it’s fallen
from the skies. From near or far, from inside
or from outside this will always be a meeting
of passion and love. This enriched landscape,
this beloved landscape.

CHATEAUS WHEREVER
YOU LOOK
Baroque naturally transformed residential
buildings too. In the area we’re wandering
through you will come across a large number
of Baroque chateaus. Many of them bear
the traces of the times of collective farming
during the Communist era when they were used
as agricultural buildings, a number of them are
used as schools or pensioners’ homes now,
some of them are being revived and others are
easy to miss. The last and the smallest group
includes the chateaus of Krásný Dvůr and Líčkov.
Krásný Dvůr (beautiful yard) provides a nice
view of the typical Baroque ground plan
of chateau buildings surrounding “the beautiful
yard”, however, there is also a splendid and

(which is crowned with a pietà sculpture and
really is beautiful), in Postoloprty, Tuchořice…,
and the list is not complete. Do you understand
now? Throw your maps away and criss-cross
the countryside. The landscape will tell stories
and teach you about peace and harmony. Let
it surprise you; let it show you how clever it
is. If you do so, in the village of Pšov you may
well be amazed by the harmonious Church
of the St. Cross and All Saints with its onionshaped cupola, in Podbořanský Rohozec you
will be touched by the inconspicuous Chapel
of St. Notburg, in Bílenec a mighty chapel with
an alcove will get in your way, in Kryry you will
be dwarfed by the Church of the Nativity of our

vast English park dotted with solitary buildings.
Líčkov chateau is harmoniously set in a park
and looked after by Mrs Marie Brázdová,
who administers the gallery of her husband,
the painter Oskar Brázda. Baroque also brought
statues of Saints into the landscape. One may
wonder at the number of Johns of Nepomuk!
On bridges, village squares, in trios of linden
trees. Baroque is simply omnipresent to
the extent that we aren’t aware of its presence
in the landscape. When you take this random
trip you’ll be surprised to what extent
the beautiful period when emotions meant
more than speculation still survives. It’d do us
good to give priority to emotions over neverending calculation sometimes, don’t you think?

TIP
And if you insist on an itinerary of some kind
for Baroque trips in the Lower Ohře river
territory, I recommend a book by Jiří Fáka
– “Barokní památky na území MAS Vladař“,
which is available in information centres in
the Lower Ohře territory and in the office
of the destination agency DP in Sladovna
Gallery in Žatec.

Lower Poohří
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Following in the tracks of films

The Gate to Bohemia
on the silver screen
Film makers are like hunting dogs. They always manage to sniff out the most remarkable
places, the loveliest scenery, the most impressive settings. Therefore they often discover
places that tourists haven’t noticed. The filmography of the Ústí nad Labem region is rich
and very diverse. A countless number of Czech and foreign films and series have been shot in
the region, it has been a work place for Oscar winners, and the era of films is set in the longforgotten past as well as in an unknown future. And so an excursion
following the tracks of film makers can be really fascinating. Two
pages gives little space for criss-crossing the countryside, but
we’ll definitely manage to fit in a few remarkable stops.

WITH THE HAUGHTY
PRINCESS TO THE FANTASY
WORLD OF NARNIA
Anybody who stops in the wild rocky ravine
of the Kamenice river facing the ruins of Dolský
mill will be touched by the irresistible romantic
character of this place and may think ‘What
a wonderful place to make a film’. And really:
something so picturesque could not escape
the attention of film makers. This place has
provided settings for many fairy tales (e.g. Hell
with Princess) and one of the most famous gems
of the Czech film and TV screens – the legendary
Haughty Princess. Yes, this is the very place
where Princess Krasomila and Miroslav milled
flour at the beginning of the 1950s. Some fifty
five years later the great actress Kate Winslet
walked around the place – and even took a bath
in the river pool – and she did it so brilliantly
that she was awarded an Oscar for it. Well,
naturally she did more – she got the award for
her role as Hanna in the film The Reader. At that
time, the film makers arrived in Dolský mill and
to the village of Sněžná u Krásné Lípy, where
scenes were shot at the lovely Church of Our
Lady of the Snows. Another world epic was shot
only a few kilometres from here as the crow
flies, at the famous Pravčická gate. Even though

entry to the rocky bridge
has been forbidden since
1980, the Hollywood crew
was granted an exception
and so a group of four
children
could
walk
around together with
speaking beavers and view
the winter landscape, which
was however ‘improved’
in the studio. Yes, you’re
right – The Chronicles
of Narnia – The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe. And do you
remember the faun Tumnus who,
hidden under an umbrella, lead little
Lucy to his cave? We’ve moved on to
another local spot, to remarkable Tiské
walls, a rocky town-like formation, which was
used in the film without any later editing. For
that matter, the second part of the Prince
Kaspian chronicles was also shot not far from
here, near the town of Ústí nad Labem. It’s not
far to this place from Erben’s lookout above
the town if you follow the green markers – just
pass through Chuderov and look at the vast
meadow in a place called Neznabohy, this is it,
the mystical place in Narnia where a great battle
took place.

KOLYA AND THE THREE
MUSKETEERS
In general, the charming Czech Central
Highlands offer film makers a very varied
choice. In Úštěk in the square Zuzana Norisová
sung her irresistible Š-Š-Š when the film Rebels
was shot, it’s the place where little Kolya walked
not knowing that thanks to it, Úštěk will also
get a tiny portion of the Oscar award glitter
(do you remember the question from Ladislava
Smoljak to Zdeněk Svěrák: “So what, do you still
play music for the stiffs?“), nearby Helfenburk
was the location for many fairy tales… As we’re
talking about the fairy tale world let’s go to
two exceptionally popular chateaus as far as
film making is concerned – to Ploskovice, in
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HOW TO GET THERE
So what do you think? Do you feel like finding
some filming locations? The Ústí nad Labem
region is going to establish a film office this
year and prepares ideas for trips connected
with films. Just check the website at
www.branadocech.cz to learn more.

the Roccoco style, (Prince
and the Evening Star, The Lake Queen, The Ninth
Heart – but also Havel’s Departing, The First
Republic, The Red Pimpernel and the BBC series
Three Musketeers) and to Baroque Libochovice
(The Lake Queen, A Chateau in Bohemia,
The Prince and I, Do We Go Together, Darling…).
The nearby monastery in Doksany was used
in the well-known British series The Scarlet
Pimpernel – notably as the place of executions
with a horrible guillotine, the British film
Plunkett and Macleane used this place for
the shooting duel scene, the place remembers
the footsteps of King Ubu, Major Zeman and
of the lovely Libuše Šafránková from when
the series Necklace was made. An American film
crew occupied the fortification town of Terezín
for some time to shoot a number of sequences
used in the film All Quiet on the Western Front.
The small local fort was naturally the ideal
background for many films from the gloomy
period of the Second World War. A favourite
location for filming is Zubrnice, with its open-air
museum of folk architecture as the central point
(Rebels, Lidice, Rain Sprite), and nearby Levín
has also been used. This was the land of small
urchins for the Czech variation of Tom Sawyer’s
stories, the immortal classic for children
Gentlemen Boys. The beauty of the monastery

Gate to Bohemia

in Osek is obvious to everybody. For instance,
it was the location for the film The Cuckoo
in the Dark Forest, and some scenes of the
war epic All Quiet on the Western Front were
shot there too. The town of Žatec is a true
paradise for film makers. Dozens and dozens
of films were shot there. The areas around
Chelčický Square, Railway Stairs, Žižkova Street,
the synagogue, the Church of the Assumption
of Mary and Freedom Square, all these are
places where, at the beginning of the eighties,
Barbra Streisand walked disguised as a boy in
the great film Jentl, in one of the lanes of the
town of Žatec Marion Cotillard sang Marseillaise
in her role as Edith Piaf – and her singing won
her an Oscar. The Scarlet Pimpernel passed
under the Kněžská gate hidden in a carriage,
the young Indiana Jones and Oliver Twist ran
through the lanes in the vicinity of the gate,
Liam Neeson creeped along the walls in the role

www.branadocech.cz

of Jean Valjean – and the list of names of the
films shot in Žatec goes on very long. I decided
to round off the enumeration of locations
attractive for tourists with the chateau Krásný
Dvůr. This place also remembers many a film
scene, however, one sequence is undoubtedly
unforgettable. Rudolf Hrušínský in the film How
Poets Enjoy Their Lives paints a picture with
passion. Who could forget the walls decorated
with dozens of images of his only subject –
the Krásný Dvůr chateau?

UNDISCOVERED FILM
LOCATIONS
Naturally there are also places where tourists,
unlike film makers, go only rarely. Perhaps
these could be secret destinations for your
trip. We can start at the lovely railway station
in Křimov at the foothills of the Ore Mountains,
where you’ll arrive if you descend the Bezruč
valley around the Křimov reservoir– here
you might remember scenes from the films
Godly Ema or Zelary. To the west from this
point, in the picturesque Ore mountain village
of Kovářská, you may think for a moment that
you’ve caught a glimpse of the actor Karel
Roden in an old railway uniform, because this is
the place where the film Guard no. 47 was shot.
A trip to the settlement of Lužec u Vroutku near
the village of Lubenec might also be revealing.
The local chateau is being brought back to life
after years lying dormant; the repairs have
already started. This was the location for almost

all of the excellent Vláčil film Adelheid and in
the surrounding meadows and woods some
scenes of the popular Czech fairy tale Three
Nuts for Cinderella were shot. To finish, let’s
go to Kostomlaty under Milešovka mountain.
I’ve written about the local church in another
place in this issue of the Gate, now we are
interested in the unbelievably picturesque
and very romantic ruins of Kostomlaty castle,
which many historians identify as the legendary
Sukoslav castle, known from the chronicles
of Václav Hájek of Libočany. This was
the location for the fairy tale The Most Beautiful
Riddle. We have the advantage because since
those times the local tower has been rebuilt and
so we can climb it and look around the Czech
Central Highlands from the gallery of the stone
tower. And this view is a scene which, believe
me, nobody could ever make up.
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Saint Florian’s Church in Krásné Březno

Saint Florian’s Church in Krásné Březno

The story of the beautiful
Florian

On the outskirts of Ústí nad Labem, in the quarter of Krásné Březno,
you will come across something of pure beauty in a place where
you wouldn’t expect it. And it will be a breath-taking experience. I
know what I‘m talking about – I‘ve experienced it. Saint Florian’s
Church is a national cultural building today. It‘s a title it deserves
because it is so unique. You won‘t see anything else quite like it
in the Czech Republic. What‘s more, it has also been extremely
lucky. It is a part of the Chateau Krásné Březno complex, where
the regional professional office of the National Heritage Institute is
situated. And of course, when preservationists restore a property
in their care, they make it special. The restoration of the church has
only recently been completed and tourists have just started to find
their way to this jewel. Please accept our invitation and be among
the first to appreciate this beautiful building.

master mason. He succeeded. The vault is amazing. It actually imitates a Renaissance coffered
ceiling but arched. It is decorated with Marian
symbols of the Centifolia Rose metamorphosed
into decorative wooden ‚thorns‘. The vault itself
would be enough to make the church special
but this is only the beginning.

THE EXTRAORDINARY
SKILL OF MASTER
MELCHIOR

THE STORY
OF AN ASTONISHED
STONEMASON
It was in 1603 when Hans Boge, a stonemason,
travelled from Pirna in Saxony to the village
of Březnice (Krásné Březno today) to a Lutheran
church which had just been finished and which
was filled with feelings of reverence for the Virgin Mary and Her Son. He saw a building that was
built in a style which we call Saxon Renaissance
today. In a very specific way, this style connects
the elements of Renaissance and Gothic processes – in fact a kind of an early Pseudo-Gothic,
or Historicism to be more specific. Hans entered
the church and sighed, for the church had
a wooden ceiling. It wasn‘t anything he hadn‘t
come across before, but work awaited him
– it was a church worthy of the work though.
There was another floor built above the sacral
area. The Lutherans were practical people, so
when they started building the space was used
probably as a library or an archive. ‚You need to
fit the vault into the church somehow,‘ were
the instructions for the somewhat annoyed
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Baron Rudolf of Bünau, who had the church
built, did not have it easy. Emperor Rudolf II
nearly rejected the project. He finally agreed
to the construction on the condition that it
wouldn‘t be a public church but only a private
chapel without a resident priest, intended only
for the nobility and their servants. A part of him
rebelled. He decided that the altar, rostrum
and the organ – the only decorative elements
in the otherwise austere Lutheran church –
would need to be masterpieces. So he called in
Melchior Kuntze, a renowned sculptor from Freiberg, and set him a task which had never been
heard of before. The altar was to be embossed
with scenes from the life of Jesus, with the dominating topic of the Messiah‘s family tree. That
wouldn‘t be anything special in a Lutheran
church. The required material was what was
really shocking - alabaster. This was really daring, bold even, as according to an unwritten law
alabaster was used for works only for the Prince
himself! This is another reason why this altar
is so unique. Melchior modelled the motif
of Jesse Tree, which tells the legend of Jesse‘s
dream. According to the legend, the father
of the future king David dreamt that a tree was
growing out of his stomach and its branches
formed the future generations of the family, i.e.
the Messiah‘s ancestors. When you are standing
in front of the wonderfully restored altar, you

HOW TO GET THERE
You‘ll find Krásné Březno on the outskirts
of Ústí nad Labem if you follow the Elbe
River downstream. The chateau and church
complex is near to Podmokelská Street.
To visit outside opening hours, call
+420 472 704 800 for a guided tour. This
season it is possible to make bookings
for group guided tours at www.kostelkrasnebrezno.cz.

A CAPTIVATING
PICTURESQUE INTERIOR

won‘t believe the filigree in alabaster - perfection and the master craft of sculpture applied to
such a small area. Master Melchior used other
motifs from Christ‘s life, part of which he placed
on the altar itself and the rest, scenes of Christ’s
suffering, were applied to the wooden pulpit.
The pulpit was later taken down and replaced
with a sandstone one, but the reliefs were
saved. The originals are stored in Ústí Museum
and the church walls are now decorated with
unbelievably accurate copies. They are not any
old pieces – they are a unique set of Renaissance alabaster reliefs, which show in total
26 scenes from the life of Jesus, which makes
Saint Florian’s Church a unique monument on
the Czech-Saxon border.

Czech Central Highlands

nected to the church. The church is open all year
long (how many other churches like that are
there in the Czech Republic?), there is a resident
tour guide on weekends and Mondays during
the season and for the rest of the week just call
or book online. And another piece of information to note – the church still serves its original
function. After the White Mountain battle (Bílá
hora) when the Lutheran nobility of Bünau had
to leave Bohemia, Catholic masses were given
here and in 1897, the church was consecrated
to Saint Florian and regular masses have been
given here since. So come, admire and experience – and spread the word about this beautiful
place in Krásné Březno.

The story of the organ is also an interesting
one. It was originally very ornate, in a Renaissance style with a hinged door, placed unusually
on the southern wall of the church, opposite
the main entrance. It was later replaced by
another one, placed opposite the altar as is
traditional. Today, we can see a magnificent
decorated instrument from the workshop
of Martin Paleček of Rožmitál. It is fully operational and its splendid sound you can hear
for yourself at concerts. The small interior
of the chapel-church is also interesting because
of the traditional Lutheran galleries built on
the upper floors. The entrances to the galleries
(especially the northern ones) have changed
over time. A lot changed due to floods, which
brought so much soil that structural changes
had to be made both inside and outside so that
the church could continue to be used. For some
time, the church could only be entered through
a window! However, all the changes miraculously blended and eventually became harmonious, infinitely exquisite and slightly
picturesque. In short, this church is
really – how to put it in order not to
make it sound too over the top…?
I‘ve got it – over the top! And
when you‘ve spent enough
time admiring the altar
(and it will take
a long time, believe
me), felt the intimacy
of the church (contradictory, I know,
but that‘s the way
it is here), taken
pleasure in looking at the beautiful
Gothic
Madonna and
explored all
the reliefs,
there
is
an exhibition
on the history
and the reconstruction
of the church
waiting for you. You‘ll
reach the floor above
the aisle (there is a display of construction elements), you‘ll be enchanted
by the harmony of three new bells
from the famous Manoušek family
workshop and on top of that you‘ll
be listening to a number of stories con-

www.kostel-krasnebrezno.cz

57

St. Stephen’s episcopal brewery

Ossegg brewery

To Litoměřice
for a ‘Stephen’

To Osek for
an ‘Ossegg’
‚Beer is being brewed in Osek again and it‘s very
good, in contrast to some other monasteries.‘ Abbot
Knittl of the Cistercian Monastery in Osek wrote this
interesting sentence in his diary in 1645. But it could
well have been written 370 years later, at the beginning
of summer 2015 when the monastery brewery, which
stopped brewing beer after World War II, came back
to life, and on its original premises. While it‘s true that
the malt house with its great stone arched ceilings is still
awaiting restoration, beer is brewed here today exactly
where it was in the past.

St. Stephen is the patron saint of the Litoměřice diocese.
So when beer is brewed in the brand new diocese brewery,
it‘s naturally named after this martyr. And it‘s great! It first
filled beer glasses on – guess when – on St. Stephen‘s day,
26th of December 2015. St. Stephen’s episcopal brewery offers
different kinds of beer and also great cuisine. But let‘s look at
one thing at a time.
space started, which preserved the spirit of 1920s
in everything – pure retro. It was to
change, and fast. Elsewhere it may have taken
a long time, but here? As the reconstruction
was really thorough, the kitchen was completed in May, the rest in summer, the restaurant
opened in November and the first beer was on
tap by Christmas.

TRADITIONAL BEER
AND DUCK IN LOKSHE
- A DREAM

FROM AN IDEA TO
THE FIRST GLASS OF BEER
IN LESS THAN A YEAR
In 2002, when Theological Convent left the building of Cardinal Trochta‘s diocese house, which
was built in 1858 as an institution for the deaf,
the house was left empty. In 2010, a simple
hostel was built there, which improved standards – new furniture, bathrooms... It‘s still
called a hostel but the quality of most rooms
is that of a good hotel. However, the local
philosophy says – better to surprise than disappoint. And it’s very popular; it‘s usually full
during the summer season. And guests have
become more demanding – what about breakfasts? And half-board? And the problem of using
the money received from the church restitutions, which has to be invested, was discussed,
and there was an idea – let‘s build a restaurant
with a mini brewery. It‘s true that the Litoměřice diocese has a tradition of viticulture but
who says that new traditions cannot be started?
At the beginning of 2015, the reconstruction
of the people‘s dining room and the adjoining
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When you visit, you‘ll be surprised. The interior is tastefully decorated in the first-republic
style, the combination of wood and copper
adds a touch of nostalgia, the shiny copper
brewing tanks rising from beneath the floor
add to the traditional feel, but the grand bar
with its large board displaying the restaurant
menu will definitely take you back to the present. Miloslav Došek, the brewer, takes special
care of the brewing and maturing processes.
Whether you order a 12° Stephen, 11° Dean or
10° Vicar, you‘ll always get a classic bottomfermented lager, extraordinarily drinkable,
unfiltered, and unpasteurised. Downstairs, you
can sit around two tables with built-in taps
and enjoy pouring you own beer with your friends. As the restaurant is not only an accessory

HOW TO GET THERE
It‘s easy to find the diocese house with
the Episcopal Brewery in the centre of
Litoměřice in Komenského Street. It‘s just
a stone‘s throw from the Gothic castle
and all paths in Václav Havel Park under
the Litoměřice walls will take you there
of the brewery, they didn‘t chose the usual ‚snacks to go with beer‘, but they had the courage
to start cooking modern versions of Czech cuisine, built on the principles of fresh, home-made
food made from regional and seasonal products. And believe me, David Kočovský, the chef,
and his team have created a trendy menu
unmatched anywhere else in Litoměřice and its
surroundings. Even the daily lunch menu includes elements of quality gastronomy. What to
choose from the main menu? The duck in lokshe
(crispy potato pancake), the haunch of fallow
deer with rosehip sauce, the grilled duck breast
in cholent, the flank steak in spicy salsa with red
lentils are all recommended, but the pork ribs,
pork knee and blueberry dumplings are also
great. A spacious terrace is due to be opened in
the summer and if you enjoy the beer too much
to drive home, you can spend the night here in
comfort.

STAINLESS SURPRISE
When you enter, you’ll instinctively stop and
take a moment to take it all in. The interior
of the brewery is impressive – the large room
with its high ceiling is divided by a huge glass
wall into a restaurant with brewing tanks and
a production area with serving tanks. You‘ll
be astonished by the colours. All the tanks are
made of stainless steel. Instead of the traditional shiny copper, they have a moon-like silver
surface. Next, you‘ll be gripped by the scent
of the malt, which is everywhere. You‘ll sit
down, a beer with beautiful foam will land on
your beer mat and you‘ll watch the activity
behind the glass, which is always busy as Zdeněk Rieger, the brewer, and his two colleagues
can barely cope with the increasing demand.
Their philosophy is not just to serve everything
they brew here, but they now supply several
restaurants in the area (a week later, I found
Ossegg in Litvínov Citadel) and they even supply
shops – they bottle the beer into fine bottles
with patented fasteners. And what‘s Ossegg
like? Personally, I‘d say addictive. The first feeling on your palate is ever so slightly sweet,
but it has a very pleasant bitter finish. In other
words, it‘s not easy to stick to just
one. Anyway, that was
one of the reasons
why they didn‘t try
to brew the modern
top-fermented beers
but bet on the classic
– a fresh, live beer,
full, unfiltered and
unpasteurised

– a simple Czech lager. And when I say Czech, I
do so for a reason; follow me: water from Fláje
in the Ore Mountains, Czech malts, and hops
from Žatec – medium-early red. They only use
red hops complemented with caramel even
for dark beers, to which German hops are usually added. They know what they are doing.
Whenever you have light 11°, 12°or 13° beer, or
twice a year 18° and 21° beer, you‘ll be satisfied.
The food is simple for now, just some traditional
snacks to go with beer – ‚utopenec‘ (a sausage
pickled in spiced vinegar), camembert pickled
in oil, sliced ham or duck liver pate, accompanied by pork sausage, ham or grilled pork knee.
A large restaurant with a kitchen is planned for
the adjoining space in the future.

MAN CANNOT LIVE
BY BREAD ALONE

HOW TO GET THERE
The complex of Cistercian monastery is
actually the centre of Osek, you simply can‘t
miss it!

www.biskupskypivovar.cz

www.ossegg.cz

If you arrive in Osek during the peak season,
it‘s far more likely that you‘ll settle down
on the spacious and cosy garden in front
of the bar. You‘ll be rewarded with a view that
you surely won‘t find in any other beer garden.
You‘ll be sitting in the huge monastery yard,
gazing in wonder at the buildings of the prelature, the convent and particularly at the monastery church of the Assumption of the Virgin
Mary. You won‘t be able to miss the feeling
that more than 800 years of history are laid out
before you as this is how long the Osek Monastery has stood there. Do you want some really
good advice? Before you succumb to the taste
and scent of the local beer and your receptors
aren’t able to take in all the beauty and magnificence, visit the tourist information centre,
which you can find in the same monastery yard.
One of the guides will take care of you and take
you to the quiet and dignified space of the originally Roman church, rebuilt in the Baroque
style, to the arched cloister and to the Gothic
chapter house.
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Around the Czech Central Highlands with Forefather Czech

Around the Czech Central Highlands with Forefather Czech

The beauty of the Gate
to Bohemia with
the Svozil family

again the following year – this time to the amazing uplands like no other. That‘s how the diary
called Around the Czech Central Highlands
with Forefather Czech was created. The family was complemented by a granddad, in fact
the forefather of the family, called Josef Čech,
who made his desire to ‚take his tribe to Říp‘
come true, and they also explored its surroundings. As a result, the family will take you to Ústí
nad Labem and its marvellous surroundings, to
the zoo and an open-air museum in Zubrnice,
you‘ll enjoy a lot of activities for children (little
Natalie travels with the family this time), you‘ll
sail through Porta Bohemica on the Elbe River,
climb Milešovka, Říp and Radobýl, explore castles, chateaus, alchemistic workshops, have fun
in vineyards, do sport on the rowing canal in
Račice, discover the medieval Úštěk, conquer
Monkey Castle, search for Czech garnet, let yourself be enchanted by the history of the beautiful
city of Litoměřice, you‘ll make your own paper,
go to an ice mountain in Jan Žižka‘s steps, battle with pirates and learn that Terezín has much
more to offer than you‘d expect. And that‘s not
all – far from it! As the Czech Central Highlands
is a thoroughly magical and mysterious area,
unusual things that don‘t happen anywhere else
can happen there. Who knows – you might even
meet the ghost of Forefather Czech himself...
It might be better to let the Svozil family speak.
But which story to choose? Perhaps the one
that Jan Svozil, the father, wrote on the terrace
of the lovely family hotel in Kocourov after a day
trip. The one about conquering Milešovka. And
who is who? Lukáš is the son, Lucka the daughter, who is at university at the moment, and
we‘ve already talked about the granddad and
Natalie.

Panoramic terrace on Milešovka

HOW TO GET THERE
Kind readers of Gate magazine are now warmly invited to meet the Svozil family. If you wonder why this
particular family and no other has been chosen to represent all the families, couples and groups that go
on holiday to some of the places in the Gate to Bohemia every year and why it‘s their diaries that you should
be interested in – the explanation is simple – the Svozil family does not exist.

A BOOK THAT TALKS
It all started when Filip Brodský (the director
of the Czech Switzerland destination agency at
the time) came up with the idea of a completely
different form of a tourist guide-book. A fictional
family wanders through the attractive places
of the region and keeps a diary about their travels.
They don‘t just record the places they visited, but
it‘s also their own story. What they experience
and feel. The reader follows the family’s joys and
troubles and along the way learns about some
great places that are worth visiting. The drawings and family photos included in the diary are
also accompanied by comic speech bubbles, and
some even ‚speak‘ – they are equipped with QR
codes, so you just need a smart phone with an
application to listen to the dialogue related to
the picture. It‘s a good idea, isn‘t it? Maybe now
you are thinking: interesting insights, considering
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this is only a fictional family. I was provided with an itinerary, packed
my backpack and
set off. In
no time it
was as if
the Svozils
really
travelled
with
me.
Soon
I felt rather
schizophrenic –
the family members take turns
to write the diary.
Because
they
wanted to make
the experience as
realistic as possible,
they found people for

If you‘ve got the taste for it and feel
like more, you‘ll be happy to learn that
you can get the travel diary ‘Around the
Czech Central Highlands with Forefather
Czech’ at any tourist information centre.
Another called ‘Around Czech Switzerland’
is waiting for you at ‚I‘ centres in the area.
And it‘s free. Enjoy the Svozils‘ stories!

the roles of the family members, took them to
key points of the journey, took
pictures of them and
then Petr Herold, a cartoonist, carefully added
the family into the landscape.

The first travel diary was
called Around Czech Switzerland and recorded
the Svozils‘ experiences
from the areas around
Děčín, Benešov, Krásná lípa
and Šluknov. And because
the readers liked the idea
and often followed the diary,
the Svozils went on holiday

Czech Central Highlands

www.ceskestredohori.info

And then came my personal Calv
ary, a Calvary
which made me carry my cross
(in the form
of my belly) to the top of the hill.
It was OK at
first. There were birch groves, a wood
path, which
I like because I don’t like climbs
with a view too
much. That’s no reward when you
finally reach
the top. Lukáš accelerated and was
out of sight
in no time. Lucka and Natalie
are wheezing
behind me. The path elevates and
mercilessly
crosses the contour lines almost
vertically. We
arrive at a lovely beech wood full
of surreal root
statues… and I slowly stop being able
to feel poetic
any longer, because, frankly, I’m
barely able to
walk. But pride doesn’t let me. Nobo
dy talks any
more, even Natalie is silent. In the
evening after
three beers at a family hotel we adm
itted between
ourselves (I mean us men) that our
inner voices
started to speak. It went like this:
Jan – ‘Christ,
this is terrible, why do I eat so
much? I must
cut down on beer, it’s disgusting…
See the old
man climbing two steps in fron
t of me. That’s
so embarrassing, I’ll have to liste
n to all that
nagging again...’ Josef – ‘Jesus,
this is horrible,
I’m gonna fall down and won’t
get up again,

I’m not young any more, I’m all
out of breath…
Where’s the young one? Right behin
d me… I have
to keep up otherwise he’ll say that
the pace needs
to be adjusted to the old folk. Keep
smiling. Then
he might not see that I’m nearly
dead.’ Lukáš –
‘What, the path is rising again??
Rest… if only
for a little while – can they see me?
No, great. I’m
such an idiot. I took off too fast and
now I’m out
of breath. Oh, no, they’re coming!
Stand up and
walk or the old men will beat us...
’
That’s about what was on our
minds. And
the girls? They were not doing
any better but
they wouldn’t admit it for the
world. When
we emerged from the woods at the
top, our jaws
dropped. The view was unbelievable.
Especially
at
the beginning
when
a phantom-like
herd of meteorological satellites
appeared by
the path and we could see between
them far into
the landscape, so it felt a bit as if
we were aboard
a space station. From the terrace und
er the tourist
cottage we could see over the whol
e of the Central
Czech Uplands as if we were on the
palm of some
sleeping giant. Wherever you look
ed, there were
hills, large and small, rocks, valle
ys, castle ruins
here and there… The terrain
was so picturesque it
seemed as if a baby giant
had played by a lake and
built sand castles and
hills of unreal shapes
and forms.
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Visiting the Ore Mountains with a disability

Visiting the Ore Mountains with a disability?

Through the
Ore Mountains
in a wheelchair
Beautiful wooded peaks of the Ore Mountains, the bluish daybreak over the mountain plains, never ending
tracks through hollows and mountain passes, the tops of castles, places for winter sports, monasteries,
towns, museums and lakes under the mountains… ‘OK, not for me, thanks’. This might be said by someone
who is reading these lines and is a wheelchair user and is just about to turn the page. Wait a minute, please!
Give me a chance – on the contrary, this is just the article for you! Not all, of course, but some of these
beautiful and breath-taking places can be comfortably reached with a wheelchair, with a buggy or by those
who are not as mobile as they used to be. The Ore Mountains have recently done a lot to remove as many
barriers as possible.

MUSEUMS AND
CASTLES WITHOUT
BARRIERS
The best thing you can do is to
start with a visit to a tourist information centre. Not only are they
ready for you and will give you
a warm welcome – most of them
are accessible and toilets are also
adapted for wheelchair users
- but they will offer you a very
good free brochure called the Ore
Mountains without barriers,
where you can find all the information, ideas, tips, routes and
warnings you can think of. This
booklet will take you to many
great places. Where shall we
start? We can start at the very top, in Nová Ves
v Horách. This accessible museum of traditional
local wooden toys will charm you with simple
beauty, which is not only exhibited there, but
has been produced there since 1889. And while
we are wandering over the mountain tops,
what about the geographical museum in Boží
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Dar? It will take you through the everyday life
of our ancestors – the whole ground floor is
accessible without problems. The endless world
of exhibitions in the Regional Museum in Most
offers all-day fun. You can explore the huge
building, filled to the attic with extraordinary
objects from the past, with almost no limits,
including the attractive exhibition about Ulrika
von Levetzow’s experiences in World War II
– just ask for access to the lift. In another part
of the magazine, I describe the Podkrušnohorské Technical Museum close to Most – they will
take care of you there as well and will let you
go through most of the tour, including part
of the simulated deep-surface mine shafts.
Exhibitions in the newly renovated Waldstein
chateau in Litvínov are also a great experience,
whether it be “Srdceráj” by the Cihlář family,
historical cinematographic and projection technology, or the story of the Christmas tree – here
you can see anything you want from a wheelchair. In Chomutov Regional Museum they have

a new “stair climber” so you can
enjoy the extensive Ströher collection of folk art, the World of the Ore
Mountains exhibition and the Lapidarium in the late-Gothic city hall. In
Casanova‘s chateau in Duchcov, you
will be able to join the tour which
includes the famous Reiner mural,
the Baroque hospital and the chateau garden. Do not miss the House
of Blue Blood in Dubí with its unique
exhibition displaying the past and
present of porcelain, and you can
also arrange a tour of the most
northernmost Venetian-style church
in the world, which is very close by.
And what about one of the most
mysterious chateaus in our country,
the proud Jezeří you have just read
about? The whole of tour No. 3 is
waiting for you and it‘s a perfect way to soak up
the atmosphere.

tures whirlpools, saunas, sunbeds, swimming
pools, toboggans… But
you can also find water
parks and swimming
pools in our country –
Chomutov Aquaworld or
the Aquapark in Klášterec
nad Ohří. By the way,
if you are in Klášterec, make sure you visit
the Eugenie spa centre, which is accessible and
offers a wide choice of spa and relaxation procedures.

TO THE MOUNTAINS!
A person who is not familiar with the world
of the less able may be unnecessarily awkward, worried and naive. They might think
that the biggest adrenaline rush for a wheelchair user is a trip around the city park. Several
of my friends use a wheelchair and I know very
well how ‚crazy‘ they are, in the best sense
of the word. Their ambitions, which they make
reality, are beyond me. To be honest, they are in
the country more often than me and they get to

places you would not
really think of, especially if they when
a bunch of friends
with them, who can
help them from time
to time and carry
them up to an observation tower. It is
silly to think that wheelchair users are happy
to stick to the safe asphalt and the city. Their
disability does not rob them of their passions
and adventurous spirit. The Ore Mountains
offer almost unlimited options of where to go
with a wheelchair. I know that for wheelchair
users it can often be that the facilities that
are more important than the journey itself.
The possibility to use a toilet, a place to eat
and park. And, I swear on this great brochure,
this is always getting better and better in this
great region. So where to go on a trip? There
are enough choices in this brochure and it far
from covers all possibilities. There are some
beautiful routes from Lesná to the Jedlák
transmitter, from Rudolice v Horách around
the lake, the peat stream pond, under

the romantic rock formations to Gabrielina Huť,
from Křížatky to the marvellous Janovská Dam
or along the Fláje Dam where you can also visit
the surroundings, such as Český Jiřetín. Another
interesting trip is the journey from Brandov to
Saigerhütte in Olbernhau right across the Czech
border. This monumental complex surrounded
by the remains of protective walls is a reminder
of the metallurgical past of the Ore Mountains.
The area, interwoven with canals, includes
22 preserved buildings in total, the remains
of a sweat furnace, a house with trade displays
and a mill for copper materials and water canals.
It is an attractive and a very photogenic place,
where you can visit all the attractions without
problems. Now we know what to see, where to
do sports or to go on a trip. And where to stay?
This can also be a big problem for wheelchair
users. I’d like to turn your attention to the brochure ‘Accessible Ore Mountains‘ – you‘ll find
very professional tips for accommodation
including the sizes of doors and lifts.
So – get ready to head off into
the mountains and foothills!

TO ANIMALS, FLOWERS
AND SPORTS
Would you prefer something in the open air?
Then Podkrušnohorský Zoopark in Chomutov is
ideal (you can find out all about it a few pages
back) or the very beautiful botanical garden in
Teplice with its great greenhouses and outside
displays, or Kačka‘s Little Farm above Litvínov,
where you can learn all about zoo therapy and
farming therapy as well as go horse riding,
which is also possible in Blatno u Chomutova
at Matěj‘s Ranch. And now we come to sport.
Archery? Frisbee golf? Airsoft? Of course, it‘s
not a problem at Klínovec Sportcentre. A water
park? Sure – try visiting Ana Mare Aquadrom
in Geyer in Saxony, which is just 15 kilometres
from the border crossing in Vejprty and fea-

Ore Mountains

TIP
Most Autodrom has a very interesting offer.
You can go on a tour with a wheelchair
where you can see the race boxes and
even have a ride in a racing car (booking
required). You can also test your driving skills
on the polygon.

www.krusne-hory.org
České středohoří

63

Gastronomy

Cafés in the Gate to Bohemia

The return of cafés

HOW TO GET THERE
Café ‚Káva s párou‘ can be found close to the Elbe,
under the Litoměřice moat in Jarošova Street.
Dortletka Patisserie is at the top of the smaller of
the connected squares in Roudnice, Husovo Square.
The sweet-smelling chocolatier in Třebenice can be
found on the square, close to the Evangelic church,
which is the seat of the Museum of Czech Garnet
and the Castles of the Central Highlands.

It can’t be argued that cafés are returning to big cities and that it is very trendy to visit them.
In Prague, you will find them in every other street. But the return of the quiet, elegant and a little
self-indulgent lifestyle has not stopped at the borders of the capital. Interesting cafés and patisseries
also keep springing up in smaller cities and towns. In the Czech Central Highlands , three cafés, which
are very pleasant to visit, have appeared recently - so give in to temptation.

COFFEE WITH STEAM
IN LITOMĚŘICE
Trains have stopped here for many
years, and we will stop here today.
The welcoming café ‚Káva s párou‘
(coffee with steam) invites you to
relax in a former train station, built in
1870, below the beautiful city moat
close to Litoměřice square. The adventure starts before you enter. A small
friendly steam engine winks at you, and
next to it you can start up a large model
railway with a token. Then the lovely
scent of coffee draws you in. The poetic and
imaginative interior in a 1920s / 1930s style was
designed by Monika and Michael White. What‘s
more, you‘ll feel relaxed and comfortable
immediately. I do not know how they do it but
all the girls, who just fly around in first-republic style dresses and take your orders with a big
smile, are beautiful (and reputedly single). What
you cannot see is the coffee production room
adjoining the café, but what you can see are
the delicious cakes and desserts, which go from
there to the show case and from there to your
table. Everything is home-made. Gluten-free
brownies, cheesecake, red rooibos cake, cake
with glazed oranges, rainbow cake, smarties
cupcakes, poppy-seed cake with chocolate glazing, red velvet biscuits… creative and modern
confectionery work, you cannot go wrong. They
are especially particular about the coffee, and
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DORTLETKA IN
ROUDNICE NAD LABEM

apart
from
espresso,
they will offer you a tour to see alternative
barista methods and prepare you a coffee in an
aero press, a dripper or a clever dripper. And
what is the coffee like? Exquisite – carefully
picked, roasted in the best Czech and Moravian
coffee roasting houses, for example Doubleshot, La Bohéme, Coffee Source, Rebelbean,
Gill´s or Fragaria… Pick a newspaper, make
yourself comfortable and go back in time – to
a time of calmness, peace and carefree fun.
They will present you with a marked retro
train ticket instead of a bill and as you leave for
the busy world you’ll feel sure that you’ll return
to relax once again.
www.kavasparou.cz

A few kilometres up the Elbe River, in
Roudnice nad Labem, on a small square,
a far more traditional experience awaits
you. As soon as you enter the Dortletka
patisserie, a showcase full of the famous
Czech classics will greet you. This is what
you can bet on finding here – pastries like
the ‚větrník‘, rum punch cake, spire, rolled ‚štafetka‘ or fried cake, all prepared according to
original recipes – with red marmalade and covered with fondant. Everything perfect, to a T.
The creativity of the local confectioners is similar. Try ‚Říp‘, for example, especially if you like
the taste of peaches and marzipan. However,
the most famous of all is a desert that is small,
but intoxicating in taste – dortletka. Where does
it come from? Well, Josef and Žofie Vopálenský
once had a bakery in Vienna. A fire and thieves
caused them to return to their fatherland, to
Kostomlaty pod Řípem, where they continued with their business. Their adult daughters
were allowed to stay in Vienna but their teenage son had to come with them. Soon, he was
married and brought his brother in law into
the business, a great confectioner, who, apart
from everything else, started to make meringue
cakes made with a secret coffee cream and
coated with a mixture of sponge biscuits, and
coffee made according to a recipe brought from

Gate to Bohemia

CHOCOLATIER
IN TŘEBENICE

Vienna by
Madam
Ž o f i e .
Dortletkas.
The 1950s
m e a n t
an end for
small
businesses, so it was
Mrs. Michalcová,
the great-granddaughter of the Vopálenský family, who continued with the family tradition.
She has big dreams for dortletka – she wants
it to become for the Czechs what the macaron
is for the French. This is not unrealistic; there
is demand from all over the country and interest comes from everywhere. What is more,
dortletka has been awarded several prizes –
Regional Food, Regional Product of the Czech
Central Highlands ... The cosy patisserie looks as
if it really is located somewhere close to Prater
in the times before World War I. There are photos from this era on the wall, a theatre play
once a month or lecture or a concert in the tiny
space, all surrounded by the air of solidarity and
amazing cakes. A sanatorium for the soul. Such
places are really rare.

www.dortletka.cz

In the heart of the Czech Central Highlands , within the view from Hazmburk
and Milešovka, at the foot of Košťálov, in
the small town of Třebenice, which is famous
for Czech garnet, there is a special sight awaiting you. In the middle of the Czech lands there
is the air of sunny Provence. There is a little
house straight from a sea resort in the middle
of the square – and it belongs there and fits in
perfectly. Who says that small towns can have
only a grocery shop and a pub? Even in small
towns, there live people who like beauty, enjoy
life and have a soft spot for chocolate. It’s
the lovely smell of chocolate from the Chocolaterie in Třebenice that attracts the passers-by
to the several tables in front of the house and
inside, a modern and a very interesting interior
with comfortable armchairs, where you will be
offered almost anything you can imagine made
from chocolate. Their hot chocolate is great and
is served with a set of spices, so you can experiment like alchemists with masala, salt, chilli,
lemon pepper or cinnamon. Or try their salty
caramel or one of the cakes they lovingly bake
here, try choco-pops, biscuits, great home-made
lemonades… However, their biggest successes
are their chocolate truffles of endless flavours
and shapes. And not only can you eat them, but
you can also go and watch through the glass as

the smiling chocolate
makers
make them! Let me add that they use only
the best-quality chocolate from Belgian, Italian
and French suppliers, that most of the other
ingredients come from the local orchards and
fields, that you can taste their great cherry
brandy made from hand-picked sour cherries
from the local orchards, that the pear brandy,
which is added to some truffles comes from
the trees in the nearby village of Hrušovka,
the home-made apple tea from the famous
Třebenice apples, and you will understand that
there is no better advice than to stop here for
a something sweet. You will forget the crazy
world outside and you’ll watch in amazement at
how people still communicate face to face here
and not screen to screen. It’s all due to the local
chocolate geniuses at work here in this magical
house.



www.cokolaterie-trebenice.cz
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Obliging tourists

ČEZ projects

A story of falcons who
found a new home

IT STARTED IN TUŠIMICE
Of course, it was not possible in the terrible
1970s and 1980s. It was only after modernisation,
mainly of the coal power plants, when chimneys
and high-rise buildings were fitted with special
boxes that falcons began to return. So another
helper appeared, unexpected by many – the ČEZ
electrical company. It has invested over 150 billion into the modernisation of its power plants
over the last 20 years. It started with desulphurization and now the resource renewal project is
nearly complete, which means replacing obsolete
technology and the termination of the operation of unsatisfactory equipment. All this meant
a significant decrease in sulphur oxide emissions
(by 98 %), nitrogen oxide (by 73 %) and solid pollutants (by 97 %). Suddenly, not only humans can
breathe freely, but birds as well. And the falcon
made use of this immediately. Another contribution of ČEZ is their accommodating attitude to
ornithologists‘ efforts. In 2010, when an old 300metre high chimney, the highest one in the Czech
Republic in Tušimice was being knocked down,
it turned out that a pair of peregrine falcons
had built their nest on the top. By the way, it
was probably a European record for the altitude
of a peregrine falcon‘s nest. ČEZ‘s attitude was
exemplary. It stopped the demolition and waited
until the eggs were confirmed as hatched. Immediately after that they started to think about
how to help the falcons after the demolition
of the chimney. The first bird boxes were put
up. The falcons took to them immediately. And
so a cooperation started which has worked well
ever since. From last year, ‘ČEZ isn’t just supporting the building of bird boxes, but also the monitoring of the birds, which is very beneficial‘ says
Václav Beran, an ornithologist.
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of
adult
birds. Why? If falcons
make a nest on a rock, the rock is
closed for climbing for three months.
And there are some ‚climbers‘ who refuse
to accept that. Being a human isn‘t always
something to be proud of. Well-meaning climbers
and tourists also scare falcons unintentionally.
So the birds started to look elsewhere. And they
made a surprising discovery. Chimneys and cooling towers are by far the safest places, the higher
the better. What‘s more, they are usually located

I think it’s very unfair that hardly anyone knows that the peregrine falcon, such a beautiful and intelligent
bird, nearly became extinct in Europe in the 1960s. Only a scattered handful of birds remained, and none
in this country. Of course, humans were to blame. The use of DDT pesticide in particular. When its use was
banned, it was almost too late. And it was, of course, only humans who could help the birds to return to
their original habitat. It all started with releasing the birds into the wild. It was slow and not particularly
successful. The thing that helped was a great surprise for many. Industrial buildings, especially power
and heating plant chimneys. The falcon is a clever bird and can adjust. This shows that not everything that
humans put in the way of nature is bad.
ally chase out a raven and occupy their nest).
They lay eggs on rock ledges. However, there
are none on chimneys. But falcons are inventive. The first noted case in Tušimice was made
possible by some tangled cables. Yet as soon as
people offered them square aluminium boxes, 60
cm high, they used them immediately. ‚Sometimes when I go somewhere to discuss
the possibility of placing bird
boxes, falcons are already
sitting on a chimney and
waiting for the result,‘
says Václav Beran.
Such a box is in
use for a long
time. Falcons
live to be
20 years old
and nest in
one place for
as long as 10
years. Their genetic
apparatus goes like this:
they bring up their young, teach
them to fly and take care of themselves and
then they chase them away. Only the parents
stay in the same place. This prevents the deterioration of the population. And now more proof
of the great adaptability of falcons. When they
started nesting in industrial areas, in open land
and cities, they noticed that there was significant
light pollution, which makes it easy to see, even
at night. So they started hunting at night, which
was something that the previous population had
never done before. They added, for example,
bats and birds migrating at night to the menu.
Another interesting thing is that the male is significantly smaller and when the female is sitting on
the eggs, he hunts and brings food to her. ‚They
hunt mainly smaller birds proportional to their

FROM ROCKS
TO CHIMNEYS
Just to become more orientated – the peregrine
falcon originally built its nests on rocks. There was
a population that nested on trees in Germany and
Poland – and ornithologists today are ‚teaching‘
the falcons to do that again, and both humans and
falcons have been successful. Falcons prosper in
Germany and are slowly expanding to the east,
literally kilometre by kilometre. First, they settled
in their natural habitat, i.e. rocks and rock towns
in north-east Bohemia. However, it wasn‘t easy
for them. Humans both helped and hindered.
It‘s hard to believe, but there have been cases
of theft from falcon nests and even the shooting

on flat land where there is much more prey. There
are also waste dumps where a lot of birds feed.
A paradise for falcons, as they only hunt whilst
in flight. If they wanted to catch something on
the ground, they would kill themselves. When
they hunt they nose-dive, and their speed has
been recently measured to be around 400 kilometres an hour! And their favourite delicacies?
Pigeons mainly, but also gulls and smaller birds.
They do not build nests (they might occasion-
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www.nadacecez.cz

own size but they know pretty well that pigeons
are the best food. But when they catch a big one,
they often cannot carry it. I saw a lovely family
scene recently. The male caught a pigeon and
dragged it up the lowest gallery of a chimney. He
put it there and started shouting to the female to
come and get the pigeon if she wanted it as he
wouldn‘t be the one dragging it up for her,‘ Václav
Beran shows that an ornithologist‘s life can sometimes be very amusing.

THERE IS HOPE
FOR THE CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED SPECIES
So what is the current situation with regards to
the return of the falcon? It looks good. However,
it is a question of time; the falcon is still a critically
endangered species. There are about 82 pairs
nesting in the territory of the Czech Republic.
The Ústí Region has the highest number in industrial buildings – two thirds of the pairs nest there.
To make it clear, the falcon is a territorial bird so
each area can only accommodate one pair. And
back to the facilities of ČEZ – there are falcons
in Tušimice, Prunéřov, Počerady, Trmice and
Ledvice at present and more places are being
planned. But chimneys and cooling towers
are not the limit. Falcons have simply discovered spots other than rocks, and their
adaptability is growing. Falcons latest discovery are high-voltage electrical pylons.
‚Here, don‘t you think?‘ they shout to
the ornithologists, who gladly attach
bird boxes there as well – and the falcons
learn to live there. It’s a great experience
to watch a falcon in flight, see it nose dive
as it hunts, hear its raspy voice; you don’t
want to miss any of that. Falcons simply
can’t make it without
our help. Let‘s remember this and take care.
When you see information
somewhere in the countryside about nesting falcons
between March and May,
respect it and leave these
feathered beauties in peace.
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Dresden Airport

Flughafen Dresden GmbH is a subsidiary of Mitteldeutsche Airport
Holding with approximately 1.73 million passengers a year (2015).
The catchment area of Dresden International Airport, an airport
for short-distance journeys, includes, apart from the German
regions of Saxony and Southern Brandeburg, Northern Bohemia in
the Czech Republic and Southern Silesia in Poland.
The flight schedule includes attractive flights from or to cities in
Germany and Europe: Amsterdam (KLM), Barcelona (Vueling),
Basilej (EasyJet), Düsseldorf (Air Berlin, Eurowings), Frankfurt
upon Mohan (Lufthansa), Hamburg (Eurowings), Cologne/
Bonn (Eurowings), Moscow-Sheremetyevo (Aeroflot), Malaga
(Germania), Munich (Lufthansa), Palma de Mallorca (Air Berlin,
Germania), Stuttgart (Eurowings) and Curych (SWISS). The Leipzig/
Halle Airport, which is also a part of Mitteldeutsche Airport Holding,
also offers flights to/from Istanbul (Turkish Airlines), LondonStansted (Ryanair) and Vienna (Austrian Airlines). In addition, direct
flights to holiday destinations on the Atlantic and Red and Black
Seas leave every day from both Dresden and Leipzig.
You can get to almost any destination in Europe and the world
leaving from Dresden or Leipzig/Halle with just one change, thanks
to Aeroflot, Austrian Airlines, Air Berlin, Eurowings, KLM, Lufthansa,
Turkish Airlines, Vueling and SWISS airlines. They offer passengers
a large number of practical connecting flights to cities and tourist
destinations. Waiting times at transfer airports are usually short and
many connecting flights to/from Dresden or Leipzig/Halle allow for
the flexible planning of your journey.
A concept for convenient arrivals and departures or holding
conferences and meetings is represented by the direct connection

of Dresden Airport to the A4 Motorway, almost 3,000 parking
places close to the terminal building with a high-speed train stop
and a conference centre. You can reach Northern Bohemia from
Dresden in approximately 45 minutes using the A4 and A17/D8
motorways. At Dresden main station, passengers can change from
the S2 high-speed train to lines to the Czech Republic. The journey
between the airport and the main station takes about 20 minutes.
In addition, the modern yellow Student Agency buses run between
Prague and Dresden Airport several times a day.
According to surveys, the airport is also popular for its green spaces
and the helpful and competent approach of the staff. There is a new
shop called ‚Gate 14‘ where travellers can buy refreshments, drinks,
souvenirs and travel accessories, as well as many gift ideas.
The famous Dresden Airport tours are now also offered in the Czech
language. On the last Sunday every month visitors can take part
in a 90-minute tour, which starts at 4.30 pm, with a Czech guide.
This interesting tour includes a visit to the terminal building,
safety checks, a bus ride to the plane dispatch area and a visit by
the airport fire brigade. It is necessary to book your tour at least 5
days in advance.

Entdecken
Sie Ihr

Moritzburg Castle

Dresden
International Airport
– Your gate to Northern Bohemia

Königreich

sc hlösserlan
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GültiG

1 Jahr | 10 ta

Ge

Schloesserland Sachsen
- Discover your kingdom
Schloesserland Sachsen offers a wide-ranging choice of art and culture, numerous sights
and exciting exhibitions in its 50 palaces, castles, gardens and monasteries.
You can truly save with your schloesserlandPASS. Ten days at €20 or all year round at €40.
Benefits at 50 properties

Flight schedules, on-line travel agency, parking space booking:
www.dresden-airport.de
www.letiste-drazdany.cz
www.mitteldeutsche-flughaefen.de

• Entitles to visit 50 properties as often as desired

Airport information:
Telefon: +49 (0)351 881-33 60
E-mail: information@dresden-airport.de

• Free admission to all permanent exhibitions and exterior premises,
reduced admission to special exhibitions

• Free admission for (one or) two children up to age 15 when accompanied
by the PASS holder

• Exceptions: reduced admission to Dresden Residential Castle (except the Historical
Green Vault) and to the Dresden Zwinger, discounts for guided tours of the Little Pheasant
Castle and the Dresden Park Railway
• 10% discount on the regular room rate at our castle and monastery hotels
• Except events
Movie schloesserlandPASS

The schloesserlandPASS can be obtained from all participating
properties or online. For further sales spots and detailed information, please go to www.schloesserland-sachsen.de
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Litoměřice

the city of the Garden of Bohemia

EVENT CALENDAR 2016
13. 05. – 15. 05. 2016

09. 09. – 17. 09. 2016

Motor-show at the Garden of Bohemia

The Garden of Bohemia

Veterans at the Garden of Bohemia
The Garden of Bohemia Motorcycle meeting
Fast cars at the Garden of Bohemia
Trucks at the Garden of Bohemia
28. 05. – 29. 05. 2016

International dog show
25. 06. 2016

Black horses at the Garden of Bohemia

40th year of the exhibition
15.10. 2016

Regional dog show
08. 10. – 09. 10. 2016

Gastro Food Fest at the Garden
of Bohemia

www.zahrada-cech.cz

ANNIVERSARY OF THE GARDEN OF BOHEMIA EXHIBITION, 9 – 17. SEPTEMBER 2016

